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Context 

Carclaze Primary school is a large school in Mid-Cornwall. It is a two form entry primary which runs 
from EYFS to Year 6. The school has a higher than average Pupil Premium and SEN intake, which has 
highlighted the importance of developing and promoting early reading in EYFS and continuing to 
incorporate this throughout the school. Carclaze uses novel study to promote a love of reading and 
to develop skills within English. It also uses Accelerated Reader to track children’s reading age, 
progress, strength and areas for development.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

In carrying out this research, I focused on the TaRs (Cremin et al., 
2009) recommendations that teachers should have: 
 
“Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts” 
 
I have always enjoyed reading from a very young age. As I’ve grown 
older, my love of reading has continued, however this has been 
focussed mainly on older adult books.  
 
To enable my class to fully immerse themselves in reading a variety 
of books, I felt I did not have the knowledge and understanding of 
current authors or the children’s preferences. This lack of knowledge has inspired me to read more 
age-appropriate books for my class, picture books to engage all readers, and to spend time listening 
to who the children’s favourite authors are.  

 

Aims  

- To develop my ‘author knowledge’ and be able to share recommendations to the children. 
- To understand what types of books engage the children and promote positive discussions 

around different authors and books.  



 

 
 

Outline 

 
Developing my author and book knowledge  
I have begun to create a personal library which consists of books I love, ones the children love and 
recommend, and ones that I have researched. 

 
 

Understanding Children’s likes  
I used the school’s online platform to start discussions with the class about their favourite books.  

 

 

 
 

Class Discussions  
I have begun to have daily conversations with children about the books and authors they like to 
read. Here are a few examples of what the children have said: 
“Can I please take home your Ben Miller book because you said it would be funny.” 
“Have you read The Creakers Miss Clemes – you would like it because the first chapter is funny” 
“Can you please order some books by David Baddiel - I really like reading about football”. 
“I can’t believe you haven’t read a David Walliams book” he’s the funniest author”. 
“Miss Clemes, which of these books do you think I would enjoy reading “. 
“Even though I am older, I still love reading Owl babies” 
 



 

 
 

 
Pupil Questionnaire 
I gave the pupils a questionnaire to find out more about their reading choices. 

 

Impact 

Children’s feedback from the questionnaire 

75% of the class said that they read ‘because they enjoy it / like reading about different places/ 
calms them”.  100% said they enjoyed reading or being read to. 

Many children listed friends in their class, or teachers, as who to ask for recommendations.  

One pupil said “My teacher knows a lot about books and has bought in lots for me to read. I like 
asking her which one I should read next.” 

Recommendations, from the children, to improve the reading in our classroom 

“Buy more books”  

“Can we please have more time to read during the day” 

“We need a bigger library” 

“Nothing – I love our little library” 

“Can I bring in my books to home to add to our library” 



 

 
 

“I’ve written a comic can I share them with the class” 

Feedback from a parent 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

A love of reading and discussions of books has been firmly embedded within my class. To develop 
this further I aim to: 
 

- Continue with the informal talk of books 
- Provide more opportunities for children to have access to different genres and text types. 

There now needs to be a bigger focus on non-fiction books and poetry. 
- Look at ‘child led’ reading sessions, including giving them opportunities to discuss their 

books at different times of the day (not always in the designated time) 

 
 


