
 

 
 

 

How to Create a Reading Newsletter 
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Context 

Lydgate Infant School is a four-form entry school in Sheffield. I am a class teacher in Year 2 
and co English Lead in school. I am also a UKLA Regional Representative for Yorkshire. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

There were two of the Open University’s Teachers as Readers findings (Cremin et al., 2014) which 
inspired this project: the need for teachers to have considerable knowledge of children’s literature 
and to create reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. 

When discussing reading with parents of Year 2 children (for example at parent’s evenings), I am 
often asked for chapter book recommendations. I have a wide, up to date knowledge of high-quality 
picture books (which I still recommend as I believe they are so valuable all throughout primary 
school and beyond) but less so of chapter books. I wanted to increase my subject knowledge of 
chapter books so I could talk about and recommend books to children, parents and other teachers in 
school. A reading newsletter would be a way of sharing recommendations. 

Aims  

• To produce a reading newsletter as a way of sharing book recommendations with children, 
parents and staff to build reading communities. 

• To increase my own teacher knowledge of chapter books to inform recommendations in the 
newsletter. 

Outline  

Increasing my own knowledge of chapter books 

I used a variety of sources to find diverse, high-quality 
chapter books. Useful websites were 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/ ,  
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ and 
https://www.empathylab.uk/2021-read-for-empathy-
collections . Book award shortlists were also useful (for 
example the UKLA Book Awards 
https://ukla.org/awards/ukla-book-award/). edutwitter is an invaluable community where teachers 
share book recommendations. Browsing in book shops wasn’t possible because of the National 
Lockdown. 

I didn’t want to recommend any books that I hadn’t read for myself. I wanted to be able to have 
quality conversations with the children, parents and staff about the books and that wouldn’t have 
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been possible if I hadn’t read them. So, I had a few indulgent days during the Easter holidays reading 
them all and selecting the most suitable. 

I have noticed that Year 2 children often choose chapter books that are long and beyond their 
independent reading age, leading them to give up after a few chapters unless an adult at home is 
willing to read it to them. Because of this I divided the chapter books into those that could be read 
by most Year 2 children independently and those which were more challenging and intended for an 
adult or older sibling to read aloud to them. 

I could then have simply distributed a list of book recommendations. However, an OU/UKLA Teacher 
Reading Group session (led by Kelly Ashley and Louise Rayner) inspired me to think bigger. Louise 
(@the giddy teacher) shared examples of reading newsletters in her school, talked practically about 
how to produce it and discussed the impact it had had in her school. At that point I decided to 
produce a reading newsletter that would share recommendations and encourage reading for 
pleasure across the whole school rather than just a reading list for Year 2. 

Creating the Newsletter 

The template for the newsletter was straightforward to 
create using simple tables in Pages. I approached James 
Carter (award winning poet) and Smriti Halls (award-winning 
children’s author) via Twitter and both generously wrote a 
personal message for the newsletter. Our local children’s 
independent bookshop Rhyme & Reason wrote a book 
recommendation for us, and details about our local library 
were included. A further section gave information about 
supporting readers at home (https://ourfp.org/supporting-
rah/supporting-readers-at-home-poster/) and included a link 
to a short film made by Ben Harris for the Open University to 
support parents with Book Chat 
(https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-
your-child/). Book recommendations were divided into 
picture books, poetry books, information books, chapter 
books and one recommendation was for a book just for 
adults to enjoy (October, October by Katya Balen). All the books recommended were ones I had read 
myself. The newsletter invited children to email/chat to teachers about any books they wanted to 
recommend or to respond to any books they read from the newsletter.  

Distributing the Newsletter 

With consideration given to the school budget, the newsletter was distributed electronically to 
parents and staff via email at the beginning of Summer 1 and was put onto the school website. The 
head teacher showed the newsletter to the children via a virtual whole school assembly. A message 
was put into our weekly school newsletter before the reading newsletter was sent out and a week 
after it was sent out to encourage parents to read it and share it with their child. At the end of the 
half term, a reading den competition poster was sent to parents and this again promoted the 
reading newsletter as a place to look for book recommendations.  
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Impact 

My own subject knowledge of chapter books suitable for Year 2 readers has grown and I would feel 
more confident to recommend books to children, parents and other staff. My repertoire will grow as 
I read more books for future newsletters.  

I haven’t often read chapter books at story times, but I offered the children 
a chance to vote for one of the chapter books from the newsletter to be 
read aloud in class. They chose An Alien in the Jam Factory and have taken 
great pleasure from it. They cheer when it’s story time and many of the 
children have their own copies at home now. We contacted the author 
@CRSains to say how much we were enjoying it. She kindly sent the children 
stickers and bookmarks and they were enormously excited. 

Our school is in an area where parents can afford to buy books for their 
children, but they struggle to find time to seek books out for themselves and 
aren’t sure which books are suitable (in terms of reading age). Parents have commented that they 
liked the reading newsletter because it made it easy for them to choose books for their children. 
One parent said it prompted her to seek out her son’s old library card and borrow the books via the 
online system. She said the library was ‘like a sweet shop’! Another parent described how she was 
reading one of the chapter books to her 5 and 7-year-old, and was very much enjoying the story 
herself too. 

Children in my class have told me that they have chosen books from the reading newsletter and are 
enjoying them at home. They are chatting to one another and with me about the books. One child 
described how her older sister was reading one of the chapter books to her. This has had a huge 
impact on the child’s reading in school: she was suddenly reading with expression and gestures, and 
her fluency improved. 

There has been positive feedback from school staff. A teaching assistant, new to the school, 
announced that she has a degree in journalism, has an award-winning children’s author as a 
neighbour and would like to be involved in producing the next newsletter. Perfect! 

Next steps 

• Health and safety restrictions around Covid meant that we couldn’t let parents browse the 
newsletter books. Ideally, we would like to have a stand in the playground in the next 
academic year so that parents and children can browse through some of the books. This 
would give more opportunity for book chat between parents, children and staff and create a 
bigger buzz around the newsletter and reading for pleasure.  

• This first reading newsletter has been very teacher centred, but I’m hopeful for the next 
edition that it can be more reciprocal and interactive (for example, with recommendations 
from the children, author interviews led by children and recommendations from other 
school staff or governors) and be led more by the children’s interests. 

• The newsletter contained book recommendations, but in future I’d like to expand to include 
comics, magazines and graphic novels. I have limited knowledge of these and would again 
need to increase my subject knowledge. 



 

 
 

• The children have gained pleasure from reading age appropriate chapter books 
independently in my classroom. A regular budget for books purchased for the reading 
corners in other classrooms would be ideal. 

 


