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Context 

I am an Early Years teacher and Phonics lead at Coddington Primary School in Newark. Early reading 
has always greatly fascinated me and I am passionate about promoting Reading for Pleasure in our 
school. As a school, we have multiple staff who are incredibly enthusiastic about developing a love 
of reading. Throughout my career, books have been crucial to my own development and that of my 
classes’ learning. Before becoming involved in reading as lead, I led weekly Library clubs focusing on 
developing book chat and enjoyment around reading.  

Our children can read well but some of them are reluctant to read for pleasure.  We have worked 
hard to promote a love of reading and celebrate the wonderful world of books whilst also 
highlighting the importance of book chat, reading at home and regular story times. We have also 
worked hard as a school to develop our selection of books on offer, making sure we have a variety 
of genres.  

 

 



 

 
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I was offered the chance to join the RfP group as part of our support 
from the Witham St Hugh’s English hub (@WSHEnglishHub) who 
have been instrumental in improving our practice across school. I 
was very excited and even more so when I learned Jayne 
(@JayneCarter20) was facilitating. My time on Twitter has really 
opened my eyes to the extent in which reading can be promoted 
and celebrated. I wanted to have an impact in my own setting with 
this. Fortunately, there are many like-minded individuals working at 
my setting!  

I chose to focus on strand 5 of the TaRs findings:  

      5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.  (from Cremin et al., 2014, above) 

I found it very useful looking at the research but found it troubling that it showed relationships 
around reading, between children and teachers, were limited and also overwhelmingly founded on 
more formal exchanges around school-based texts. I did however find solace in the findings that 
developing reading communities in school enabled teachers to:  

- Develop a shared concept of what it means to be a 21st century reader. 
- Create new social spaces that encouraged choice, parental and library involvement and child 

ownership of their RfP. 
- Make strong connections between children’s home and school reading worlds. 
- Foster children’s autonomy as readers who can exercise discrimination within and beyond 

school. 
- Build new and more equal reading relationships with families and community members. 

 

Aims  

During this project we aimed to:  

- Develop displays of readers 
- Celebrate reading further 
- Think of how to involve parents/carers in the current pandemic situation 
- Develop an online library 



 

 
 

 

Outline 

Firstly, we had to look at our aims and decide our time scale and realistic expectations. As we’ve 
been through a pandemic, lockdowns and the like have to come into consideration. We have begun 
our journey but we are by no means finished. 

We have looked to: 

- Create displays of readers 
- Further celebrate by using reading in our awards, such as reader of the week 
- Involved parents in our reading and kept them informed about the importance of reading. 
- Do live story reads for the children over lockdown. 
- Support our love of reading by using a patron of reading. 
- Order a variety of books. Further stock our non-fiction and poetry sections.  
- Engage with the WSH English hub and their expert knowledge.  
- Share teacher’s book knowledge and recommendations.  
- Celebrate reading in different ways, such as world book day.  
- Send surveys to the staff, children and parents.  

 

Impact 

The impact on our practice overall is still ongoing. We have noticed a difference in the children’s 
attitudes towards reading already and an impact on the staff. Our other Reading lead, Miss Burr, has 
undertaken questionnaires and surveys which have shown teachers are becoming increasingly 
confident in celebrating reading. We have noted children are enjoying the increasing range in books 
and many children are choosing non-fiction books more.  



 

 
 

 

In Early Years in particular we have noticed children are picking a variety of books now rather than 
just sticking to the same authors. The use of story times and book chat has greatly increased the 
enjoyment factor for the children and we are beginning to see a steady improvement in 
engagement. I am sure that with further time (no more lockdowns please!) we will see a much 
improved level of reading for pleasure in our school, with greater emphasis on celebrating books. 
We have much more work to do but we have laid the foundations for greater impact. 

 

ROGO model evidence base National Literacy Trust 2017, page 2 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

We have made great progress so far on our journey but we have more to come. We want to press 
on with our parental engagement and encourage greater reading at home. We have started sending 
home additional books for the children to use as ‘bedtime books’ with their parents.  

We have looked through the TaRs research as reading leads and have shared it with staff. As a 
school we are always looking to improve and further our knowledge especially with regards to 
research. With this in mind, we will be looking at strand 1 (considerable knowledge of children’s 
literature and other texts) for even better practice.  



 

 
 

 

 
 


