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CONTEXT

 I am a lecturer in primary and early years ITE at 

the University of Birmingham and a group leader 

for an OU/UKLA TRG

 This project formed part of my work on the 

Primary and Early Years English course for 
PGDipEd and PGCE students



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION 

AND RATIONALE

My project was focused on the research finding on, “Considerable 

knowledge of children’s literature and other texts”. At the beginning of our 

post-graduate ITE courses, students complete an audit of their subject 

knowledge, including knowledge of children’s literature. There are 7 

sections in the subject knowledge audit and knowledge of children’s 

literature is the section that hardly any student passes first time.

We find that, similar to the findings in the Teachers as Readers research, 

our students are familiar with a very small handful of well-known authors, 

such as Roald Dahl and Jacqueline Wilson, and very few others. 

We embed plenty of opportunities for sharing texts with students and 

encouraging them to read children’s literature in their own time and to 

and with the children they teach. 

I realised that although I was sharing lots of texts that were new to the 

students, I was not paying enough attention to the diversity of characters 

included in the texts, particularly in relation to representation of different 

ethnicities.



AIMS

 To improve ITE students’ knowledge of children’s 

literature

 To ensure that ITE students’ knowledge of children’s 

literature includes texts including characters from 

black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds 

 To ensure that ITE students’ knowledge of children’s 

literature includes authors from black, Asian and 

minority ethnic backgrounds



OUTLINE

 I made sure that during every teaching session, I 

shared at least one text including a BAME 

character and/or written by a BAME author



OUTLINE

 I included reference to the importance of 
identity and children being able to identify and 

empathise with characters in as many teaching 

sessions as possible e.g. in a session on working 

with children with EAL, we discussed the 

importance of using texts in which children could 

see their own realities reflected.



OUTLINE
 I included relevant research projects in lecture sessions and 

encouraged students to refer to them in their assessed 
coursework e.g.

 https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-

pleasure

 https://clpe.org.uk/publications-and-bookpacks/reflecting-

realities

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-pleasure
https://clpe.org.uk/publications-and-bookpacks/reflecting-realities


IMPACT
 The project has had an impact on my knowledge of children’s 

literature and my book collection now includes a better balance of 
ethnic representation

 There was a noticeable impact on individual students who shared 
their own experiences of reading at school and talked about their 

own feelings when they could not find characters who shared their 

ethnicity.

 As one of their placement tasks, students are asked to make a 

contribution to the “Literature Log”, a shared pdf resource that 
contains books that students have read to their classes. This year there 

was an increase in the number of contributions that included 

characters from BAME backgrounds. However, Roald Dahl was still the 
most used author! This may be partly linked to the availability of texts 

in placement schools.



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS 

RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

 Reading about the importance of knowledge of children’s 

literature and having conversations with other Teacher Reading 

Group leaders has improved my personal knowledge of 

children’s literature in relation to ethnic representation

 I can see some improvement in students’ knowledge of 

children’s literature, although this does not always necessarily 

translate into their practice, perhaps because of the availability 

of texts in placement schools

 Now I need to work on making a wider range of books available 

to students for use on their placements, beginning with a book 

borrowing box.


