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Context

• I am the Year 6 teacher and reading lead in a one-form entry 
school. Hollingworth is slightly smaller than the average-sized 
primary school. The vast majority of pupils come from White 
British backgrounds, with virtually no pupils having English as a 
second language.

• The school is staffed with committed staff with a drive to improve 
outcomes for children through the development of Reading for 
Pleasure.

• Reading attainment at Hollingworth Primary School has risen 
steadily in the last three years and has a high proportion of 
children leaving KS2 with the expected standard.

• As the reading lead in school, I have been working on 
developing Reading for Pleasure (RfP), including developing 
reading areas; improving teacher knowledge of current 
literature; ensuring reading is a high priority and developing a 
culture of RfP. 



Research Inspiration and Rationale:

• Research indicates that parental involvement in activities that 
support academic areas is directly correlated with reading 
achievement and development. 

• It is strongly suggested that there is ample evidence that parents 
who promote the view that reading is a valuable and worthwhile 
activity have children who are motivated to read for pleasure 
(Baker & Scher, 2002). The benefits of parental involvement extend 
beyond the realm of literacy and educational achievement.

• The TaRs research highlights how children’s reading for pleasure is 
strongly influenced by relationships (Cremin et al, 2014), including 
those between children and families and those between children, 
teachers, families and communities of readers.



How did this finding of the TaRs research inspire me?

• In pre-Covid times, at our school, I held library sessions twice a 
week; parents and other family members were invited into 
school to spend time sharing books and reading together with 
their children. I would be available to facilitate any discussions 
about reading with parents and also model reading with their 
children. During these sessions, I noticed that the children and 
parents attending these sessions were of EYFS and KS1 age –
very few KS2 children attended. 

• This lead me to question the opinions and understanding of KS2 
parents around reading. I wanted to establish why or if, KS2 
parents were not engaging with reading and what could be 
done to improve and develop this relationship. 

Research Inspiration and Rationale:



Aims:
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• To develop 
a booklet 
that would 
develop 
further 
parental 
involvement 
with our 
older 
children’s 
reading for 
pleasure.

A
im

 2

• To develop 
stronger 
connections 
between 
children’s 
home and 
school 
reading 
worlds.

A
im

 3

• To further develop 
reciprocal and 
interactive 
relationships 
between children 
and their families 
through half-termly 
parent/child 
reading clubs – this 
has been 
hampered by the 
current pandemic.



Outline:

• I began by sending out parent surveys to measure in a 
quantitative way parental engagement with reading, what 
were the barriers and how did the parents view reading with 
their older child.

• Initially, I sent the survey to Y3 and Y6. Out of 40 possible 
responses, there were 18.

• Out of the questions answered in the survey, I have chosen 
to address the questions: 

Q1. How easy is it to engage your child with reading at 
home? 

Q3. Does your child read or share stories with family 
members?

Q4. If sometimes or rarely, why do you think this is?

Q6.Would you be prepared to access a leaflet to find 
ideas about new ways of engaging with your older 
child’s reading at home?



Q1. How easy is it to engage your child with reading at home?
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Findings – Most 
parents are finding 
it at least 
somewhat difficult 
to engage their 
older children with 
reading at home.



Q3. Does your child read or share stories with family members?
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Findings – More 
children are sharing 
books sometimes or 
rarely rather than 
regularly.



Q4. If sometimes or rarely, why do you think this is?
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Findings – There are 
varied issues as to 
why engaging with 
reading is an issue 
for parents at home.



Q6. Q6.Would you be prepared to access a leaflet to find ideas about new 
ways of engaging with your older child’s reading at home?
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Findings – the idea 
seemed to be well 
received. 



Outline

• Thankfully, the parents were really honest and gave me an 
insight into the challenges faced when trying to further 
develop a culture of reading for pleasure at home.

• With the findings of my questionnaire in mind, I needed to 
think about how to support our older pupils whilst 
incorporating the needs and interests of our older readers. 

• I wanted to ensure that families had a wide range of ideas 
and strategies to choose from to boost parental 
confidence and alleviate the worries some parents might 
have when supporting their child’s reading at home. 

• In addition to this, I wanted parents to understand that 
reading and sharing the love of reading is a life-long 
commitment even when their child is older and/or a fluent 
reader.













Impact:

• The main aim of this development piece was to provide 
families with a wide range of ideas and strategies to choose 
from to boost their confidence and alleviate the worries 
some parents might have when supporting their child’s 
reading at home. 

• After sending out the leaflet to the Upper KS2 parents 
initially, I sent a questionnaire to gauge the response.

• The quantitative findings are as follows:

1. 75% of the parents surveyed agreed that the information in the 
leaflet was accessible.

2. 80% of parents would share this resource with other parents.

3. 75% of parents agreed that the leaflet covered new aspects of 
reading they could use to support their children.

4. 80% of parents agreed that the length of the leaflet was just right and 
provided the right amount of information to support them reading at 
home.



Impact 

• Further impact of the leaflet can be seen in the 
classroom and in our interactive space – Seesaw. 
Parents are engaging in ‘Book Talk’ with their children 
and making recommendations.



Impact

• There is a renewed enthusiasm around reading at home. 
The leaflet has allowed parents to access a bank of ideas 
to use with their children.

• Many of the parents commented that they now 
understood the importance of parental involvement in 
reading with their older children and that they will now 
have the confidence at home to support reading.

“I would consider using the audiobooks with my child. Also sharing a 
trickier book with my child, taking turns with reading aloud - something 
we haven’t done for a while as he has moved up through school.”

“I have really enjoyed sharing Love Reading 4 Kids with my son, it has 
cost me a fortune in new books!”

“I hadn’t even thought about the range of reading on offer for my 
children.”

“I like having a regular time for reading , I've implemented this already 
at bedtime (or just before usually works best) this works for us.” 



The future –
I plan now to share this resource with 
other schools within my cluster. 
I have also contacted our local High 
School to gauge their interest in 
using this resource with Years 7 and 
8.
The third aim of inviting parents into 
school will resume when it is deemed 
to be safe to do so.


