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CONTEXT

Hollingworth is small primary school, with the vast majority of

our pupils coming from White British backgrounds, therefore

having almost no children learning English as a second

language. I am currently an RQT and started the research for

this pedagogy during my NQT year. Being a new teacher in a

new classroom, our reading corner was a bookshelf filled with

outdated books. Some findings have changed due to the current

circumstances of COVID-19. Furthermore, this research has

been conducted over two Year 1 classes, 2019/20 and 2020/21.



WHY I CHOSE THIS AREA

I chose the strand of ‘Reading Environments’ because research has

shown us that “Children who are supported in their reading at home are

more likely to enjoy reading and tend to achieve more highly in school.”

However, there are still several children from both Year 1 classes that

aren’t getting that opportunity at home.

Therefore, they need an environment in school where we can make

reading for pleasure and purpose an enjoyable part of their school day.

Ensuring reading becomes a norm in their daily routine and providing

all children, whatever their reading level is, access to a range of books

suited to them.



YEAR 1 – WE LOOKED AT CHILDREN’S 
THOUGHTS ON READING.

We had lots of different responses when asking the children of 

Year 1 2019/20 if they liked reading.

4% said they couldn’t read so don’t enjoy it.

19% said they didn’t like reading.

25% said they thought reading sometimes, was ok.

52% said they enjoyed reading.



WHAT WE DID IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONNAIRE.

First of all, we created a comfy quiet reading space, accessible to all

(prior to Covid). Depending on what topic we were doing in class, we

would offer a range of books linking to the topic. Books were arranged

linking to our phonics program making all reading books accessible

for all children in the class, including those who said they could not

read. We also created a puppet station for children to retell stories told

and shared during daily story time.

We also made more time for books on our timetable, sharing books

with the teacher, with their peers and discussing and sharing their

reading preferences, giving those children who may not have access

to books at home a place to explore them.



QUESTIONNAIRE ROUND 2 



RESULTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE 

6% said they couldn’t read, so they don’t enjoy it.

0% said they didn’t like reading.

12% said they thought reading was ok.

82% said they really enjoy reading.

The data and evidence speaks for itself, as we have sparked a

love for books in Year 1. We still have a few learners who I am

working with in phonics to help find their love of reading.



THE IMPACT OF WHAT I’VE DONE IN CLASS.

The children and I talk daily and regularly on what book we are reading

at home and we all vote on a class book for the end of every day. The

children also know where to access their level of books, and they are now

beginning to make links from previous texts they have read to new texts

they are discovering.

There are a few children who I am working with closely to help them

become better readers, and more confident readers within themselves. I

think this research has made me a better reading teacher, it is not an

enforced part of my timetable clutching to get the children to read, it is a

time of day that we all look forward to, to share special books from home

and choose books in school to read as class.


