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Context

We are currently third year BA 
Primary Education students 
studying at the University of 

Greenwich. 

We have taken the opportunity 
to study Children’s Literature as 

part of our Enhancement 
module.

Together we have experience in a variety of 
schools in London, ranging from Reception to 

Year 2.



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale

As we have limited knowledge in children’s literature, we have chosen to focus on Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and 
other texts.

Cremin et al. (2008; 2014) found that even though teachers read for pleasure themselves, they have limited knowledge on 
children’s authors and rely on childhood favourites and ‘celebrity’ authors.

When teachers recognise their responsibility and expand their knowledge on children’s literature, they become confident in 
discussing such texts which allows them to make informed decisions to tailor the recommendations and foster reading for pleasure.



Statistics
• Only 46% of the teachers named 6 children’s authors. 

Roald Dahl dominated the list (744), with Michael 
Morpurgo (343) Jaqueline Wilson (323) and JK Rowling 
(300) receiving 300 or more mentions. 

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 picture fiction creators 
(24% named none at all, regardless of Key Stage). Quentin 
Blake (who illustrated for Roald Dahl, himself and others) 
led the list (423), with Anthony Browne (175), Alan 
Ahlberg (146), Shirley Hughes (123), and Mick Inkpen
(121) receiving over 100 mentions.

Cremin et al. (2008;2014)

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 poets (22% named none at all). 
Michael Rosen (452) led the list, with Alan Ahlberg, (207) Roger McGough 
(197), Roald Dahl (165) and Spike Milligan (159) receiving over 150 
mentions.



Aims

We wish to enlarge our knowledge children’s literature from a variety 
of different authors.

We want to be confident in our knowledge of a wide variety of books 
and poets which represents the diverse community.



Initial Surveys



Outline
As you can see from the initial surveys, our knowledge on children’s authors, poets and illustrator are very 
limited. 

This follows Cremin’s findings as we both had Roald Dahl, Michael Morpurgo and Jaqueline Wilson in our list 
of children’s authors.

In order to broaden our knowledge, we decided to note down books recommended to us by our lecturer 
and outside speakers such as CLPE and Amnesty. 



Poets
• We had a 3 hour session on children’s poets where we had a speaker from CLPE discuss 

how poetry can be used in the classroom throughout the primary school. 

• Poetry is important in phonics as it helps speech and language development as poetry is 
full of phonological words.

• This encouraged us to start our own collection of poetry books that can be used in the 
classroom throughout all years. 

• We broadened our knowledge of poets in this session as have discovered poets such as 
James Carter, Joseph Coelho, Karl Nova, Matt Goodfellow and Kate Wakeling.



My Ghost Sister by Kate Wakeling



Diversity 
• We realised the importance of having a diverse range of children’s literature which allows them to connect with in the classroom. 

• On average 32% of the children in a primary classroom are BAME however only 4% of children’s literature published featured 
BAME characters.

• These numbers are all taken from an analysis of the top 100 bestselling illustrated children’s books of 2018. 

• 41% - female characters

• 15% - BAME characters

• 1% - LGBTQ families

• 0% - children with disabilities 

CLPE (2019)



Diversity 

BAME DISABILITY LGBTQ



Reading 
Journals

• Throughout this module have been writing a reading 
journal on The Whispers by Greg Howard.

• This has given us the opportunity to understand the 
story in more depth and relate to characters we see 
similarity with. 



Second 
Survey



Impact

• Through these sessions we started to realise the importance of knowing a 
variety of authors and books which children can relate to in the classroom.  

• By reading the different types of books and poems we engaged with them 
as readers as opposed to as teachers.

• As we read and engaged with the books, we gained greater knowledge on 
how to incorporate those books in the lessons rather than the typical books 
and authors Cremin et al. (2008;2014) identified.

• We are more confident in our knowledge of children’s literature and are 
able to recommend books to children.

• We have followed variety of people and organisations on twitter who have 
shown an interest in reading for pleasure to keep ourselves updated on the 
current affairs in children’s literature.



Reflections

• Over the course of the last 7 weeks we have developed a wider understanding and knowledge of various authors of books and 
poems which can influence our choice of focus literature in the future. 

• By looking at our surveys you can see how our knowledge in authors and poets has grown allowing us to provide children with 
rich literature that they can connect to personally and emotionally. 

• We would like to continue broadening our knowledge on children’s literature throughout our practice and create our own collection 
of powerful books to use in the classroom.

Knowing more authors has made the world of difference to my confidence as a teacher, my ability to talk children about what they
are reading (even if I don’t know the actual book, I often know other books by that author, and it’s given me a platform to talk about 

what I’ve read, to recommend and encouraged me to read more.  (TaRs teacher, Suffolk).


