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Context

Hollingworth Primary School is a slightly smaller than average 
primary school in Tameside, Greater Manchester.

The vast majority of pupils come from White British backgrounds. 
Very few children have English as an additional language.

For the past three years, the average score in reading attainment 
as measured by the Key Stage 2 assessments has been above 
expected (measured as 100).

Recently, we have been involved in an OU Reading for Pleasure 
Teaching Group.
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Research Inspiration and Rationale

When we began the Teachers as Readers project, I wanted to 
develop the social reading environment within my classroom. 
However, when lockdown happened the requirements of children 
and families changed and so too did my focus. Parents were 
trying to support their children to read at home, but with many 
parents having limited knowledge about children’s literature, 
many were unable to do so effectively.

To be able to support children and parents at home, it was 
imperative that my knowledge of children’s literature was 
comprehensive and secure.



Aims

I wanted to develop a resource that recorded children’s 
literature in a user friendly way, so that I could support parents at 
home to choose literature which engaged their children.

I wanted to be able to record pertinent features about different 
types of literature to develop my knowledge, but also to try and 
widen the variety of literature that children were exposed to.

Finally, I wanted the resource I created to be useful once we 
were back in a school setting.



Outline

I found that whilst at home, I was able to dedicate more time to finding out 
about new and recommended children’s books. Initially, this was because I 
was keen to update the social reading environment in my classroom and 
wanted to ensure that it was relevant to books the children would see outside 
of school – in supermarkets, libraries and independent book stores.

It quickly became apparent that I wouldn’t be able to remember all of the 
information I was gathering and that I needed some way of storing it so that I 
could come back to it at a later date.

I began to create a ‘book list’ on an Excel spreadsheet. I began by 
recording the title and author of the book and a note about the main theme 
or curriculum topic. Some books had multiple entries as they covered more 
than one theme or curriculum topic. Being a spreadsheet I knew that I would 
be able to filter the columns if I required a particular theme or topic.



Outline (continued)



Outline (continued)

As I continued with my reading, I found myself prompted by 
discussions I came across, to consider the range of literature the 
children were exposed to – including, but not limited to:  

• a balance of male and female authors

• both male and female main characters

• settings which were in contrast to our usual environment

• characters and authors who are BAME.

With these in mind I edited my list.



Outline (continued)

Italic text 

indicates 

female 

author.

.

Bold text 

indicates 

BAME author.

As the list is a continual work in progress, designed to be added to, 

there are empty cells which can be backfilled as and when necessary.



Outline (continued)

The final significant amendment to be made was the inclusion 
of a lexile column which allowed me to further refine the 
recommendations that I made, and continue to make, to 
parents and children now that we are back in the classroom.



Impact

Researching and producing the book list has given me the 
opportunity to develop many aspects of my knowledge of 
children’s literature.

Including:

• recent releases

• books within a theme – by either author or related content

• the ability to recommend books to children and parents

• children are enjoying a wider variety of books as I can guide 
them towards books they may not have previously considered 
but are similar in content to books they have previously 
enjoyed

• book-talk is more prominent as I can talk knowledgably to the 
children about the books they are reading

• children read books which are more suited to their level



Reflections

Focussing on this TaR strand has reinvigorated my love for 
children’s literature.

There is a wealth of books available to our children and 
something that should engage all readers of all ages.

I have found that I have enjoyed learning about new books 
and authors and look forward to sharing my knowledge with 
both adults and children alike.

I will continue to develop my book list as I have found that 
when children ask for recommendations that are outside of 
my immediate knowledge I have a resource that I can 
quickly and easily access and keep them engaged in books 
rather than curtail the conversation and lose their interest.




