
Again, over 50 to choose from, so it’s hard, as I put some of my heart into everything I write. 

But The Promise is probably my favourite because it carries a message about caring for the 

planet and about how much difference one person can make. I love it too because it seems to 

mean the most to children who are having the worst time. I wrote it for children who are having 

a bad start in life, to show that their lives can get better and their future may be better than 

their present.  

So many reasons! The first is escape. A good story is like going on a journey of discovery; it’s like 

exploring. The next is learning—through reading a well-written book by somebody who is really 

enthusiastic about their subject. And the last reason is thinking. Reading helps you think. Thinking 

is underrated and extremely useful. Make sure you do at least give minutes uninterrupted 

thinking every day. Reading will make that five minutes richer and more useful.  

Too many to choose from, but probably The Bafut Beagles by Gerald Durrell. A non-fiction book 

about Gerry’s travels in West Africa in the early 1950’s collecting animals for his zoo. It has 

everything: travel and adventure, great descriptions of animals and it is also very funny—full of 

animal escapes and things going wrong. It made me want to have adventures and travel the 

world.  

What was your favourite childhood book? 

Which of your own books is your favourite? 

Why bother to read? 
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