
 

First launched in 1990 and now run by The Bookseller, the British Book Awards seek to showcase 

and celebrate the best books, the best bookshops and the best publishers. 

Nicknamed The Nibbies, they are unique in recognising that a book’s success is not down to just one 

factor. It is the author’s creative genius, it is the publisher’s skill and support and it is the bookshop’s 

championing. The Nibbies’ Books of the Year are unapologetically about success but not ‘just’ who is 

top of the bestseller lists. 

There are categories for bookshops, publishers and agents as well as:  

Book of the Year – Audiobook; Book of the Year - Children's: Fiction; Book of the Year - Children's: 

Illustrated & Non-Fiction; Book of the Year – Fiction; Book of the Year - Fiction: Crime & Thriller; 

Book of the Year - Fiction: Début; Book of the Year - Non-fiction: Lifestyle; Book of the Year - Non-

fiction: Narrative;  Author of the Year; Illustrator of the Year 

In 2020 they celebrated 30 years of the awards with the winners due to be announced on 18 May 

2020. The pandemic meant that they were not awarded until 29 June 2020 

https://www.thebookseller.com/british-book-awards 

Winner- Children's: Illustrated & Non-Fiction 
The Smeds and The Smoos 
Julia Donaldson, illustrated by Axel Scheffler. Alison Green Books. ISBN: 
978-1407196657. With timely themes of inclusivity and acceptance this 
is the story of The Smeds (who are red) who never mix with the Smoos 
(who are blue). So, when a young Smed and Smoo fall in love, their 
families strongly disapprove. But peace is restored and love conquers all 
in this happiest of love stories. 
 

 

Winner-Children's: Fiction 
A Good Girl's Guide to Murder 
Holly Jackson. Electric Monkey. ISBN: 978-1405293181 
A beset-selling debut murder mystery which tackles hard-hitting 
subjects such as racial injustice, drugs and consent, all while keeping the 
story age-appropriate. 

 
 


