
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YA Book Prize 

The YA Book Prize launched in 2014 to award a YA title written by an author living in the UK or Ireland. 

Organised by book trade magazine The Bookseller and run in partnership with Hay Festival. The 

shortlist is selected by a team at The Bookseller and the winner is selected by a panel of expert and 

teenage judges, who are asked to pick the book they believe is the best-written and that they would 

be most likely to share with young adults 

It is the first UK and Ireland prize to specifically focus on fiction for young adults. The prize celebrates 

great books for teenagers and young adults and aims to get more teens reading and buying books. 

From a shortlist of 10 the 2020 winner chosen was:   

Meat Market by Juno Dawson. Quercus. ISBN: 978-1786540386 
Told with vivid authenticity, Jana Novak’s history sounds like a 
classic model cliché: tall and gangly, she’s uncomfortable with her 
androgynous looks until she’s unexpectedly scouted and catapulted 
into superstardom. But the fashion industry is as grimy as it is 
glamorous. And there are unexpected predators at every turn. An 
immersive read with an important message. 

 
 

Shortlist 

Black Flamingo by Dean Atta. Hodder. ISBN: 978-1444948608 

The Places I’ve Cried in Public by Holly Bourne Usborne. ISBN: 978-1474949521 

Deeplight by Frances Hardinge. Macmillan. ISBN: 978-1509897568 

Crossfire by Malorie Blackamn. Penguin. ISBN: 978-0241388440 

A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson Electric Monkey. ISBN: 978-1405293181 

The Quiet at the End of the World by Lauren James. Walker ISBN: 978-1406375510  

The Gifted, the Talented and Me by William Sutcliffe. Bloomsbury. ISBN: 978-1408890219  

Furious Thing by Jenny Downham David Fickling Books.  ISBN: 978-1788451260 

The Deathless Girls by  Kiran Millwood Hargrave. Orion ISBN: 978-1510106741 

 

Discussion Notes on each title and author Q& A and first chapter extracts can be found here 

https://www.thebookseller.com/ya-book-prize-2020/shortlist 


