
Building Reading Communities with Lovemybooks 

 

What is Lovemybooks? 

Lovemybooks is a free web-based resource designed to encourage parents and children to enjoy 

sharing books together. It was launched in 2015 by a team of three literacy experts: formerly the 

senior education team at the Centre for Literacy in Education. We aim to share our knowledge and 

experience of children’s literature, the power of reading aloud to children, stimulating booktalk, 

engaging arts and play based approaches and parental involvement in promoting reading for 

pleasure. We are delighted to have the support of a prestigious group of patrons from the worlds of 

children’s books and education including Michael Rosen, Joseph Coelho and Imogen Russell 

Williams. 

Why is Lovemybooks needed? 

Research has shown the positive impact that parents can have on children in terms of their interest 

in books and reading, and the impact of reading for pleasure on children’s cognitive development, 

future success and wellbeing (Knowland.V & Formby.S 2016: NLT; Sullivan,A. & Brown,M. 2013, UCL; 

2002:OECD) Yet in our experience of working with parents we have found they often underestimate 

their potential impact in supporting their children with reading, lack confidence in being able to help 

and welcome advice on choosing books and how to share them.  

How can Lovemybooks support schools and settings wishing to build their reading communities by 

promoting reading for pleasure at home as well as at school? 

Closely reflecting OU/TARs findings and recommendations Lovemybooks: 

• Encourages social, informal reading at home. 

• Offers an extensive range of ‘tempting texts’ to allow choice for young readers. (Cremin 

:2019) 

• Supports parents and carers so that they feel confident to share books with their children 

and engage in booktalk.  



• Help teachers develop their knowledge of children’s books and creative, playful approaches 

to engage with texts. (Cremin et al 2008; Cremin et al 2014, O’Sullivan & McGonigle 2010, 

McGonigle 2018) 

What does the website include? 

The website includes over 200 book-based activity pages based on carefully chosen books for 

children aged 0-11. There are old favourites such as Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and Charlotte’s 

Web by EB White and also a wide and expanding range of engaging, recently published books such 

as Look Up! by Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola for younger children and Beetle Boy by MJ Leonard 

for older children. Visitors to the site can search for books and ideas by age group (0-3, 3-5, 5-7 and 

7-11) or by theme, with a wide range of topics including space, toys and scary things. We have ‘Top 

Ten’ lists including recommended new picture books http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/top-10-new-

picture-books-2019  

Each activity page has an introduction to the book, advice for parents on how to share the story, 

simple ways to start a conversation about the book, ideas for role play and arts-based activities. 

There are links to related online resources including animations, author videos and publisher trailers. 

Two popular examples are Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen 

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/billy-and-the-beast and the picturebook version of Michael Rosen’s 

Chocolate Cake illustrated by Kevin Waldron http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/chocolate-cake  

The website also has a ‘how to’ section with instructions for making a puppet theatre, simple 

puppets and folded books. One of our latest ‘how to’ pages, perfect for creating informal reading 

contexts is  ‘Make a home reading den’ http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/make-a-reading-den . 

  

General information and advice for parents on ‘becoming a reader’ and ‘reading with your child’ is 

also included  

Head teacher Alex Law says:  

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/top-10-new-picture-books-2019
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/top-10-new-picture-books-2019
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/billy-and-the-beast
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/make-a-reading-den


Lovemybooks is a treasure trove of well researched guidance on books and reading. Book choice and 

reading for pleasure are prioritised. It is practical, clear, easy to navigate and inspirational. The 

knowledgeable team at Lovemybooks have done the groundwork and as a school we can just run 

with the ideas. Although it is online there is definitely a focus on the sharing of stories and books in a 

nurturing way, developing a love of story and the joy of a book. The guidance for parents is 

informative but really manageable. The make and do section is great and the resources can be easily 

found or don’t cost much.  

What sort of approaches are recommended? 

Lovemybooks emphasises reading aloud to children, booktalk and playful approaches. The power of 

reading aloud to children is often underestimated by parents. It has enormous potential to switch 

children onto the joys of reading, develop their imagination, and cement bonds through shared 

pleasurable experiences. (Roche.M : 2019). This is not only important with young children but also 

when they learn to read for themselves. (Knudsen et al 2019)  

We provide simple guidance in developing booktalk based on the work of Aidan Chambers, 

encouraging adults and children to share opinions and explore puzzles as two readers together, 

rather than parents feeling they should be quizzing children on the text.  

The emphasis is on play and having fun with the story. Our activities involve active engagement 

aimed at triggering children’s imagination, enabling them to step into stories and explore them from 

the inside through role play or retelling a story with simple props or puppets. This approach is 

informed by our own research into the Power of Reading project (UK Literacy Association, 2010) 

which demonstrated the importance of capturing children’s imagination and making links with 

children’s play.  

 
Lovemybooks Co-founder Olivia O’Sullivan comments:  

 
For children, reading needs to be an active pleasure, it isn’t just about saying the words on the page. 

It is important to unlock the pleasure of reading and get children to see you can play inside the book, 

that the book is saying something interesting, that you can have a relationship with the story and the 

characters. This is what Lovemybooks is all about. 

Building reading communities with Lovemybooks 

An increasing number of schools and settings are recommending Lovemybooks to parents, 

introducing the website to new parents at induction meetings or home visits and providing regular 

links in newsletters. 

Some schools are going further, such as Hill Mead School in Lambeth, South London, which has built 

Lovemybooks into its reading support programme, re launching their parent reading cafés using our 

resources. Schools wishing to trial Lovemybooks reading cafés can find guidance on the website 

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/lovemybooks-cafes 

Deputy Head Becky Lawrence says,  

Lovemybooks is special because the resources and ideas have been developed for parents. We have 

relaunched our parent reading cafés as Lovemybooks Cafés to promote reading at home as fun and 

creative. This has transformed them, parents are so engaged, they recognise Lovemybooks is a 

resource made especially for them.  



We are totally committed to promoting reading for pleasure and will continue to develop our 

resources to support families, schools and settings. Do browse our website, follow us on social 

media and sign up for our newsletter to keep in touch with what’s new on the website. 

Sue McGonigle - Co-Creator of Lovemybooks 

Visit www.lovemybooks.co.uk 
Sign up for our newsletter http://bit.ly/2w4Vy9c  
Get in touch - email info@lovemybooks.co.uk 
Follow us on social media: 

Twitter: @lovemybooksUK 
Facebook www.facebook.com/lovemybooksuk  
Instagram@lovemybooksuk 
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