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Context 

Fairholme Primary School, in the London Borough of Hounslow, is a three-form entry school, 
including Nursery, with above average numbers of pupils entitled for free school meals, with SEN  
and with EAL.  Our families often do not have access to books and Reading for Pleasure (RfP) has 
been a focus of our school improvement this year.  Our school has remained open to vulnerable 
pupils and those of keyworkers during the COVID-19 pandemic, but we have been keen to find ways 
to continue to promote reading, even in this situation. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

Inspired by the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2014), during the first part of this 
academic year our staff focused on developing their ‘knowledge of children’s literature and other 
texts’ and developing a ‘Reading for Pleasure pedagogy’. This was evident across the whole school.  
We worked to ensure that reading was embedded in the culture of our school and worked on ways 
to bring reading for pleasure to the attention of children throughout our school environment. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many of our staff have continued to develop their knowledge of 
children’s literature by reading children’s books and other texts, but we have been searching for 
ways to continue engaging children in RfP from afar, whilst they are at home and we are delivering 
learning through online platforms. 

Aims  

To promote RfP and facilitate access to books and book talk whilst schools are closed to most pupils 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Outline 

We created a Book Exchange that can be accessed by families on their daily walk/exercise at a safe 
social distance.  This involved; 

• gathering books that were no longer needed in school  

• asking staff and volunteers to donate books 

• suggesting to families that they bring books they no longer need at home 

• collecting books from other sources, such as donations from the London Children’s Book Project 
https://childrensbookproject.co.uk/about-us/  

We were also determined to offer books for adults 
too, in order for them to take part in RfP, be 
potential role models for reading for pleasure, and 
discover a new interest in reading (if this was 
lacking).  As well as books, we also included a 
selection of other texts such as comics and 
magazines. 

We were fortunate to have books available that we 
knew would interest the children, including Roald 
Dahl, Harry Potter, Anthony Horowitz, Malorie 
Blackman, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and classic picture books such as Owl Babies, Hairy Maclary, books 
by Shirley Hughes and Oliver Jeffers, and many, many more.  We organised the books roughly by age 
group, to help with independent browsing and access, but encouraged children to look in other 
boxes too. 

We promoted the Book Exchange in advance of 
it opening, on Twitter, through our Parent Hub 
communication app, on our web site and 
through our weekly emails to families about 
online learning from class teachers.  
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Impact 

In the first week of the Book Exchange opening, we had on average, 15 or so families visiting daily, 
browsing books, donating books and taking books home to read.  As the weather was good, we 
were able to leave the books outside the front of school, and families could come and browse in 
their own time.  We encouraged children, and adults to take several books, enjoy them, and bring 
them back to exchange in a few days’ time.  (Families did not need to bring books in order to take 
books if they did not have any.)  Many parents/carers were positive and excited about the 
availability of reading materials for their children, particularly as this reading material did not involve 
looking at a screen! (Many felt their children were doing enough of this with their online learning).   

One parent commented about their own reading, saying they had previously read a lot and loved 
reading, and that in the current lockdown she had re-discovered this passion, and told us about 
reading The Tatooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris the previous week.  Many of the children who 
visited were impressed by the number of books available and were keen to tell their parents/carers 
that they wanted to come back again as there were so many books to choose from.   

Staff in school were pleased to see the large number of families accessing the books during the first 
week and were able to go out and discuss how the children were getting on, and support with book 
choice, from a safe distance.  As well as being about books and reading, this has also enabled us to 
stay connected to our school community during the COVID-19 lockdown. 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Using the Book Exchange as a starting point, we are now considering how we can launch some 
whole school reading based activities during the lockdown, which can then be continued once 
schools return.  We believe these types of activities will help with continuity and transition.  For 
example, we are currently creating a video of as many staff as possible engaged in different reading 
activities which we will then promote on our web site.   

We are also encouraging staff and children to create their own versions of book covers – either by 
adapting these electronically, recreating scenes from book covers themselves and taking a photo, or 
by engaging in art activities to draw, paint, collage or recreate book covers.  We believe this will 
encourage children to continue to engage in book blether and the social aspects of reading, as well 
as take an interest in books, and link to our Book Exchange. 

 


