
 

 
 

                                   The Reading Cinema 
Kathryn Holyland 

Context 
I am currently a student teacher working on my first professional placement in an infant 
class at Wouldham All Saints C of E Primary School. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
The strand of the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) findings that inspired me to develop this 
activity was to develop a reading for pleasure pedagogy focussed on reading aloud, as 
well as the want to create an enjoyable reading community in the classroom between 
the children and the teacher. 

Aims  
• My aim for this activity was to create an environment where all children in the class 

could immerse themselves in a story without having the barrier of decoding the text.  
• There are a few children in the class who really struggle to read and so I wanted to 

keep them enthused in their striving to become fluent readers by creating a love and 
excitement for entering different worlds and genres. 

Outline 
One Friday afternoon, I held a Reading Cinema in our classroom. During the week, the 
children had been able to vote between two novels: Spy Dog and Judy Moody Was in a 
mood. Not a good mood, a bad mood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

They did this by placing their Reading Cinema ticket in the basket of the book that they 
would like to hear in the ‘box office’ area that I had created in the corner of our 
classroom. This enabled the children to be in control of what they went to ‘see’ at the 
cinema.  

 

During the ‘cinema showing’, popcorn was handed out and the children found a comfy 
spot on the carpet to sit or lay. The winning book was Spy Dog by Andrew Cope and so 
this is what I read to them. I endeavoured to use my best reading voice including; 
different tones, facial expressions and body language to help me tell the story and 
create a detailed image of what was happening in the children’s minds. 

Impact 
The children thoroughly enjoyed this experience. They were engaged throughout the 
reading and expressed emotions such as laughter, shock and sorrow alongside the action 
taking place in the novel. When it was time to stop, many were upset at having to leave 
it unfinished and wanted to read on. At this reaction, I encouraged them to take a note 
of the book and chapter that we had read up to in the reading cinema, in order for them 
to carry it on in their own time either with family, friends or individually. 

If I had been the class teacher, I would have continued to hold Friday afternoon cinema 
showings. This would have enabled me to introduce a range of different genre texts to 
the children and inspire them to continue with any that they enjoyed listening to. Also I 
may have been able to encourage some of the children to be the reader so as to support 
their storytelling skills, fluency and confidence. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 
I have been really inspired by the TaRs research and desire to encourage children of all 
genders, ages and backgrounds to have a love of reading. I feel that too often I hear the 
phrase “I hate reading” or “I can’t read well” which can easily develop into an 
unbreakable barrier surrounding reading as an activity.  

As a new teacher next year I intend to continue to encourage and enthuse children in 
their reading and break down these very common barriers that can envelop it. 

 


