
 

Reading Surveys by Jon Biddle 

Context 

I’m currently English Coordinator/Reading Champion at Moorlands 
Primary Academy in Norfolk. The school has had a turbulent few 
years (high turnover of staff, disappointing KS2 SATs results, etc) 
but has started to rebuild around a reading for pleasure culture. 
Many children, staff and parents are already onboard and engaged. 

 

 

Research inspiration and rationale 

One of the key recommendations of the Teachers as 
Readers report was for teachers to expand their 
knowledge of individual children as readers. 

It is virtually impossible to engage in meaningful dialogue 
about reading without this knowledge, but it takes several 
months to develop. In order to speed the process along 
and assist me in getting to know my new class as readers 
as early as possible in the school year, I looked at 
creating a simple reading survey that they could fill in. 

 

 

 
Aims 

• To support teachers and support staff with getting to know the individual children in 
their class as readers. 

• To provide extra information for the school about how the children view reading for 
pleasure. 

• To provide further opportunities to discuss books and reading in the classroom. 
 

 
 



Outline 

• Before the children returned for the new school year, I 
reflected upon the knowledge I’d gained about my previous 
class and their identity as readers. I knew each of their 
favourite genres and authors, I had a clear picture of what 
their reading life was like outside school, I understood their 
views on the importance of reading and I was in a position 
where the children and I were able to make 
recommendations to each other based on our mutual 
knowledge of each other’s preferences. I was also aware 
that this knowledge had been built up over two years and 
that this year I didn’t have the same amount of time to gain 
that knowledge. 
 

• I realised that a quick and simple strategy to get a snapshot 
of my new class was to get them to complete a reading survey. I looked online for 
examples (the comprehensive National Literacy Trust survey is one of many which are 
available) and then adapted the questions for my own needs. 
 

• On the first afternoon in class, I gave the children the survey to complete. We read the 
questions together although I provided no guidance as to what I was looking for in 
their answers, how much detail I would like, or what my own thoughts and preferences 
were. I wanted to have the most genuine picture of them as readers as I could. It was 
made clear to the class that I would be reading all the surveys, that we would be 
discussing them further and that they would not be marked for spelling, etc. The 
children were given as long as they needed to complete the questionnaire. 
 

• I read through the questionnaires, looking for common themes, and recorded anything 
that stood out for each child (eg the child who never read at home, the child who hated 
being read aloud to, etc). The results gave me several things to consider over the first 
few weeks. 

 

 



Impact 

After reading the surveys carefully, I had a much better idea of the 
children as readers and was provided with some clear action 
points: 

• Most children were unable to name any children’s poets other 
than Michael Rosen or Paul Cookson (who had visited the school 
the previous year). 

• Most children wanted more time to ‘just’ read by themselves 
in school. 

• Most children enjoy having stories read to them but don’t like 
it when ‘the teacher keeps stopping and asking us stuff all the 
time’. 

• Only ¼ of the class were members of the local public library. 

• Author visits were extremely popular. 
 

As a result of what I learned, I took some immediate steps. I created a ‘Poetry Zone’ in the 
classroom and introduced ‘Poem of the Day’, and organised a class visit to the local library. I 
will be sharing many of the other points raised in the next staff meeting. 
 
Some of the more ‘interesting’ responses from the children were shared on Twitter and 
Facebook, and received some very positive feedback.  

 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The value of investing time and effort to get to know your children as readers as early as 
possible in the school year was a key outcome. The surveys reinforced the fact that every 
child and every class has a hugely different reading identity based on their previous 
experiences. 

 Although I now have an overall view of them as individual readers, it doesn’t lessen the 
importance of continuing to develop this reciprocal relationship. We will still be engaging in 
conversations about reading, both planned and spontaneous, at every opportunity and 
continuing with our daily reading time, class story, and so on. 

I have shared the survey format (below) with the other teachers in the school and 
encouraged them to adapt it for their own needs. We will be discussing common themes at a 
future staff meeting and assessing whether the RfP provision that we feel we’re providing is 
the same as the RfP provision that the children feel we’re providing. 

 

 

Survey text (please feel free to use or adapt) 

 
Year 6 Reading Survey 

 

Name: 

 

Write down three books that you have read in the last year. 

 

What is your favourite type of book (adventure, mystery, graphic novel, non-fiction, poetry, 

etc)? 

 

Can you name any children’s authors? 

 

Can you name any children’s poets? 

 

Do you enjoy reading in school? Give a score between 1 (absolutely hate it) and 10 

(absolutely love it). 

 

Do you enjoy reading at home? Give a score between 1 (absolutely hate it) and 10 

(absolutely love it). 

 

Apart from books, do you read anything else at home or in school? 



 

Are you a member of a local library? 

 

Do you enjoy an adult reading you stories? Why? 

 

How would you make reading more enjoyable in school? 

 

I read because… 

 

I would read more if… 

 

My teacher is a reader (true/false) 

 

Moorlands is a reading school (true/false) 

 

Reading is cool (true/false) 

 

Tell me two interesting facts about you as a reader (eg Mr Biddle loves reading books about 

the history of cricket; Mr Biddle enjoys Fighting Fantasy adventure books where you get to 

choose what happens next) 

 

1) 

 

2) 

 

Draw a picture which tells me something about you as a reader. 

 


