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Context

 I am a third student at the University of Greenwich on 

the BA Primary Education course. 

 I have had experience in many primary schools 

through initial teacher training. 

 I enjoy reading and am able to suggest texts to 

children. However, I would like to inform children 

about books about diversity. 



OU Research inspiration 

and rationale
An aspect of Teachers as Readers which 

inspired me to develop Reading for 

Pleasure was teachers’ knowledge of 

children’s literature. Though teachers’ 

knowledge of children’s literature is not 

regarded as a part of the subject 

knowledge required for teachers, it is 

suggested that having this knowledge is 

significant in supporting children as 

readers and to create a Reading for 

Pleasure atmosphere in classrooms. 

Cremin et al (2008) found that though 

teachers read for pleasure themselves, 

they have limited knowledge of children’s 

authors and are mostly aware of 

‘celebrity authors’ and books from 

childhood. Thus, this results in children 

having limited exposure to a wider range 

of literature.

Research shows that when 

teachers started engaging 

with texts as readers, they 

were able to gain a better 

understanding and were able 

to have meaningful discussions 

with children in relation to life 

experiences, culture, 

knowledge and context 

(Rosenblatt, 1978); this can 

help aided teacher make 

reading relatable and 

pleasurable (Cremin et al., 

2014). 

Through my research, I want to 

develop my knowledge 

children’s authors and 

specifically books about diversity 

(BAME books).



Aims

 To have a deeper understanding of 

children’s literature.

 To discuss a variety of authors with 

children and expose them to a wider 

range of literature on diversity. 

 To create a ‘reading for pleasure’ ethos 

in the classroom by encouraging 

children to relate to texts and have 

discussions. 



Outline

When completing the survey, I 

found that I had only identified 

‘celebrity’ authors- these are 

authors that are most commonly 

known by teachers. 

By attending the 

university taught 

sessions, I was shown 

different children’s 

authors which 

expanded my 

knowledge of 

children’s literature. 

Shaun Tan

Emily Gravett

Colin Thompson



Outline

During the CLPE TEAMS session, I was 

informed of how teachers rely on a 

limited number of authors that they are 

familiar with- this relates to the survey I 

took which reiterates that teachers only 

find comfort in using ‘celebrity’ authors. 

As I wanted to develop 

my knowledge on BAME 

authors, I used 

recommendations 

given by the university 

to explore others texts.  

During a taught session at university, I was introduced to the ’24hour clock’ 

activity which allowed me to choose any time of the day and list any type of 

reading I indulge in. I believe this would be beneficial to use in a classroom with 

children as I would have a better understanding of what types of reading 

children like to do and identify any particular themes. This implies that they might 

be more likely to relate to particular self-chosen texts.



I also tweeted 

about Jewell 

Parker 

Rhodes’s 

‘Ghost Boys’ 

which is a 

book that has 

a BAME

protagonist. 



Impact

I retook the initial 

survey and found that 

I was able to name 

authors that were not 

necessarily ‘celebrity’ 

authors. This shows 

that I have been 

exposed to a wider 

range of children’s 

texts and am 

confident to use such 

authors in schools. 

Tom Percival and 

Jennifer Killick are 

two of the authors 

who have written 

books that feature 

a BAME character. 

This added to my 

knowledge of 

which authors I 

can use to talk 

about diversity in a 

classroom.  

Oakley (2014) states 

that texts are 

created to serve a 

purpose- children 

that relate to texts 

are able to have a 

wider understanding 

of the task given and 

are able to 

confidently voice 

their opinions and 

ideas.   



Reflections on impact the TaRs 

research had on practice

 I have followed @OpenUni_RfP on twitter and have engaged 
with their resources. By viewing shared good practice and 
research, it has enabled me to constantly think of how I 
would incorporate Reading for Pleasure in a classroom.

 I have found an appreciation for a variety of authors which I 
can introduce to children.

 I now stray away from ‘celebrity’ authors and offer children 
new texts to read. 

Next steps:

 My next step will be to enhance the collection of books I 
have (include a variety of literature from different authors).

 To further develop my knowledge of children’s poetry. 


