
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Inspiring Igloo’ 

Bringing reading for pleasure in from the cold 

Colleen Kerr 

 

Context 

This project was completed as part of the requirements of the BEd programme in St. 

Mary’s University College, Belfast. It was completed in conjunction with Saint Peter’s 

Primary School, Collegeland, the school in which I completed my final year school 

experience placement.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

As a requirement for the fulfilment of my BEd programme, I was asked to create a project 

that encouraged reading for pleasure in my placement school as outlined by the Teachers 

as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al. 2014). Upon deliberation, I was certain that I 



 

 
 

wanted to create a project that had a clear cross-curricular link as suggested by Kerry 

(2015), which modelled, encouraged and inspired a reading community in my given year 

group, Primary One. Having been diagnosed with dyslexia, reading for pleasure (RfP) was 

always something I was afraid of so this project afforded me the opportunity to create 

something that would remove initial barriers in the journey to becoming a reader for 

pleasure. As someone who has gained further experience in the early years, I recognised 

the importance of creating a resource/project that was firmly based upon a multi-

sensory approach while appealing to the experiential level of every child (Wild, 2018).  

Aims  

It is clear that the University had assigned this project as a means to encourage student 

teachers to expand upon their knowledge of how to encourage RfP and to develop RfP 

pedagogy (Cremin et al. 2014). 

The aims for this project in relation to the class children were; 

• To encourage children to read for pleasure; 

• To encourage children to read more without being asked to; 

• To instil a love for reading that will encourage the children to read more as they 

get older. 

Outline 

With the goal of promoting reading for pleasure, I 

created the ‘Inspiring Igloo’. This igloo was placed 

on the carpet area beside the classroom library as 

a designated area for reading. I chose to use an 

igloo as the children were learning about ‘Cold 

Lands’ and ‘The Arctic’ as their World Around Us 

topic.  

I explained to the children that this igloo was special as it was enchanted with magic 

powers that inspired you to read. I explained to the class that after being in the igloo, you 

would never be the same again because you would be sprinkled with magic snow that 



 

 
 

made you love reading! After being sprinkled with the magic 

snow, you then became an Inuit of reading, where you would 

go home or anywhere else in the school and continue to read 

before returning to the igloo in the classroom. The children 

loved the thought of being an ‘Inuit of reading’ because they 

had thoroughly enjoyed learning about the life of the Inuit people.  

During structured play, the ‘Inspiring Igloo’ was available for groups of three to enter at 

their own will. Upon entering, I left two cards on the ground. One had a picture of 

teacher/assistant and one had a picture of children. If they pressed the 

‘teacher/assistant’ button, a story that they chose would be read to them and if they chose 

the ‘children’ picture, they were allowed to sit and explore the books by themselves.  

There was a wide-range of books within the 

igloo. One corner contained topic-based books 

which I chose as they were related to the Arctic. 

Leland, Lewison, and Harste (2018) comment 

that this encourages critical thinking, cements 

and reinforces learning and develops a love for 

reading all while creating a degree of 

inquisitiveness.  

The other corner contained a further selection of hand-

picked books that ranged from ‘We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt’ by Michael Rosen to ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ 

by Eric Carle. These books were my own personal 

favourites and so I was genuinely excited to tell the 

children about them. I feel like this was a vital component 

of the project, in order for the children to be inspired, I 

also had to be inspired. 

Impact 



 

 
 

The impact the igloo had was genuinely 

dumbfounding. The fact that the igloo was a place of 

mystery and magic automatically drew the children’s 

attention, with everybody looking to enter it at play-

based learning at the start! Admittedly, at the 

beginning of this project I was concerned that the 

children may just want to be in the igloo and not read, 

but the selection of books that I left out in the igloo 

definitely encouraged the children to lift one. The 

nature of the books as aforementioned inspired 

genuine curiosity about our WAU topic.  

The biggest impact was definitely seen through the ‘Inuit of reading’. Each morning, 

while conducting the roll, I gave time for different ‘Inuit’s of reading’ to come share 

stories they had read outside of the ‘Inspiring Igloo’. The children shared with delight the 

stories that they had read during shared reading with their parents. It was after hearing 

these stories and seeing the genuine delight to share what they had read, that I realised 

the massive impact/success that the project had.  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

This project didn’t only have an impact on the children, but also on my own knowledge 

of how RfP can be promoted in the foundation classroom. I believed that RfP could only 

be encouraged and promoted through the use of storytelling in the foundation classroom 

and that story-time was the most effective way, however, this project has shown me how 

I can include contextualised planning to encourage a genuine love for learning. This 

didn’t just promote reading in terms of guided-reading but also inspired children to 

have a go at independent reading! Moreover, if it weren’t for this project, I don’t believe 

that I would have fully understood my duty as a teacher in promoting reading for 

pleasure. I believe I used to reflect upon reading as an auto-transmitted skill that came 

through learning how to read, without actually thinking of how to inspire children to do 

it for pleasure. I also reflected deeply on how important it is to have a personal love for 

reading in order to genuinely inspire the children in my care, as a sincere role model. 

 


