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Context  

I am an Assistant Headteacher at Pearl Hyde Primary School with responsibility 
for the English curriculum, and I am currently the year 3 & 4 phase leader. Pearl 
Hyde is located near University Hospital in Coventry and its pupils come from 
all over the world.  I am a member of the Coventry Teacher’s Reading Group 
and passionate about developing Reading for Pleasure.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

Having read Building Communities of Engaged Readers: Reading for Pleasure 
by Teresa Cremin et al, (2014), I wanted to introduce a RfP rationale to the 
school, focusing on: 
 

• Social reading environments 

• Independent reading 

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations 

 

Aims  

I wanted to focus on developing opportunities where the children are more actively 
involved in engaging with the books in the class and school library, making informed 
choices about what they read, and having ownership of their reading. This also 
needs to be guided by teachers’ expert knowledge. I decided to make books more 
visible and usable for the children. Book Blankets is a good method for encouraging 
book talk and recommendations amongst the school community. This would also 
develop teacher’s and children’s knowledge of books and help teachers to know 
their children as readers, their likes and dislikes. 

▪ To value and plan for ‘Reading for pleasure’ and give it time within the 
curriculum – allowing opportunities for book talk and discussion.  

▪ To make children excited about reading and willing to try different genres 
and authors.  

▪ To develop children’s knowledge of books and authors and guide them to 
see links and connections between the texts read.   

▪ To support children as they make the transition from a structured reading 
scheme to being confident and independent ‘free readers’.  

▪ To allow children to choose their reading material and have ownership of 
what they read. 

▪ To improve pupil’s engagement in RfP.  



 

 
 

Outline  

Book blankets involve taking the books off the shelves and out of the boxes, 
spreading them out and investigating them in a more social, usable and 
explorable way.  

First, I used this approach to explore the books in our classroom library. I 
emptied our classroom bookshelves and created a book blanket, spreading out 
the books all over the tables so that the covers were visible. Normally, you can 
only see the spines of the books so by putting them out with the covers visible 
the children get more visual clues helping them to get a better idea of what the 
books are going to be about.  

 

It also gives a starting point for discussion about the books, making it easier for 
the children to talk about them together. Children were invited to look at the 
books and then move around, finding a book they had read before and telling a 
friend about it. Towards the end of the session they were then encouraged to 
choose a book they would like to know more about and found intriguing and to 
settle down to have a look at it and read.  

This activity led to lots of talk about books between the children, expanded their 
knowledge of children’s books and encouraged or led them to reading 
something new.  

In our school library we have a challenge to read 100 books before you leave 
primary school, and I wanted to encourage more children to participate in this. I 
carried out another book blanket with a selection of the 100 books from the 
school library, choosing picture books to encourage reading for enjoyment. This 
time they were laid out over the carpet and the children were asked to choose a 
book they had read and enjoyed and to then tell the group about it. The children 
then choose a new book from the list to try and work towards reading 100 
books.  



 

 
 

 

We subscribe to our School’s Library Service project box collection and order 
boxes of books connected to each terms theme. Coventry SLS provide a 
fabulous range of books, with well-chosen titles and some of the most recent 
books published. However, the boxes the books arrive in are plain black and 
not particularly appealing, so I decided to use a book blanket to explore the 
contents of the new topic boxes. We had ordered a selection of books on the 
theme of Inventions, discoveries and achievements. These non-fiction books 
were laid out with their appealing covers visible and the children given an 
opportunity to explore them and then share them, either on their own or with a 
friend. This time the book blanket was done as an independent activity in 
guided reading time and the children loved exploring and reading the new 
books and asked to do this again another day. Most children chose to share 
books and read with a friend or in a small group.  

These activities also supported the children’s writing unit on biographies, as 
from this exploratory work looking at books, they had developed clear ideas 
about who they would like to research further and write about. Some children 
loved the Women in History series and picked out naturalist Maria Sibylla 
Merian, whilst another group choose David Attenborough.  

 

 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 

Impact: 

The children were really engaged in spending time choosing books they wanted 
to read. Having choice about what you read is an important aspect of reading 
for pleasure. As a consequence, they were much more engaged and focused 
when reading.  

They showed a greater willingness to try books by different authors, moving 
away from the familiar and try new books.  

Book blankets helped me to get to know my class as readers and gain a greater 
insight into the children’s reading choices and then use this information to 
support reading for pleasure in the classroom.  

It highlighted for me the social aspect of reading and how many children, 
particularly boys, preferred to read with friends and that they were engaged and 
enthusiastic about what they were reading when reading together.  

 

Future Plans: 

Having observed that some children really enjoyed reading socially with a friend 
or in a small group I am more flexible about this and have changed my 
classroom practise to allow this to happen. I would also like to set up some 
comfortable reading areas to allow the children to read more socially rather than 
sitting in their seats at their tables. 

I also noted that non-fiction books, in particular interactive books - books with 
flaps such as those published by Usborne or books that folded out were really 
popular so I would now like to make more of these available in the classroom 
and school library.  

    
 


