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Expectation vs Reality 

Can an interactive reading display promote informal book 

talk in the classroom?  

by Chloe Golland  

 

Context  

I am currently studying a BA in Primary Education with QTS.  I am in my second year 

at Bishop Grosseteste University in Lincoln. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The Open University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) found that to foster Reading for 

Pleasure (RfP) effectively, teachers need to develop:  

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts 

2. Knowledge of children’s reading practices 

3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes: 

- Social reading environments 

- Reading aloud 

- Independent reading 

- Informal book talk, inside-text talk, and recommendations 

4. As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach 

5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. 

 

I have chosen to focus on two findings of the TaRs which I think are important in 

developing RfP, these are: 

      2.  A reading for pleasure pedagogy- which includes informal book talk.  

By incorporating questions on the reading display, it may promote discussion, 

encouraging children to talk about the books they are reading.  

Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive  

‘As the teachers developed their own reading communities in local groups, they 

came to value the time as adult readers to read, share and discuss their reading’  

 

(The Open University, p. 2). The research created communities among teachers who 

in turn built vibrant reading communities in their classrooms ( Cremin et al., 2014) so 

I set out to try and do the same though the use of an interactive display.  
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Developing a reading community in the classroom may help pupils gain an 

understanding of their peers reading practices. This could inspire the children to read 

the same books as their peers.  

Aims  

1. To encourage children to engage in discussion about their favourite 

books and authors (TaRs three) 

2. To develop a reading community within the classroom, by encouraging the 

children to leave book recommendations for their peers (TaRs five)  

Outline  

My school-based mentor (SBM) asked me to 

create a reading display board for a year six 

class. I was under the impression that she 

wanted questions on the board for the children to 

answer. 

The reading display included a variety of 

questions to formulate discussion among the 

pupils: 

1. Who is your favourite author?  

2. What is your favourite book and why?  

3. Which book are you currently reading?  

4. Would you recommend your book to a friend?  

The example on the reading display is mine.  

Expectation  

Post-it notes were provided to the children on the display, so that they could come 

up and write their response to the questions. Encouraging the children to ask their 

peers about the books they are reading, creating that reading community in the 

classroom (TaRs five). Therefore, promoting informal book talk among the pupils 

(TaRs three). If a child were unsure of what to read, they would be able to use the 

display board for ideas and inspiration.  

Impact 

(Reality)  

- Only one child engaged with the reading display. It is important to note 

that I asked this child to co-operate with the display. They did not actively 

engage with it on their own accord.  

- My university-based mentor (UBM) answered one of the questions when 

they came to observe me. 

- No children actively used the reading display.  
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On reflection, after encouraging the child 

to answer a question on the display 

board, I should have shown the class that 

child’s response, to encourage others to 

do the same. Arguably, it was an error in 

my own practice. I failed to make the 

purpose and the importance of the 

display explicit to the children. If I had 

done this, this may have allowed the 

children to engage in book talk, 

discussion, and develop a reading community in their classroom (TaRs five).  

This may have made a positive impact on the children and reading for pleasure 

(RfP). They may develop an understanding of the varied children’s literature 

available to them, engaging in discussion with their peers (TaRs three and five) and 

hopefully see reading as something that should be shared. Therefore, positively 

impacting on their love for reading.  

Although this was classified as the ‘reading area’ of the classroom. It was not 

accessible to the children. The majority of the time it was taken up with tables and 

chairs. This could possibly have impacted on children’s participation in the display. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Specific aspects of the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research that have 

influenced my practice. 

TaRs 1-Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts 

As a trainee, I would argue that currently I have a limited understanding of children’s 
literature. This may significantly affect children’s reading for pleasure as I lack ideas, 
books and literature to suggest for each individual child, so I need to develop this.  
 
TaRs 4- As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach   
If the children are aware that their teacher is a reader, this may enable discussion 

between pupil and teacher, developing that reading community (linking to TaRs five), 

so I am working on this.  

Conclusion  

Factors to consider for future reading displays (based on my own experience): 

- Provide time for the children to access and get involved in the reading display. 

It may be a good idea to factor this into the children’s reading time. 

- Build it into the curriculum. Make the children aware that once they have 

finished a book, they could then go over to the display and leave a comment. 

- There was a lack of space for the children to actively sit and engage with the 

reading area. Adding bean bags may have made the environment more 

welcoming.  

- Make the purpose and how to use the display board explicit, ensuring all 

children are aware of how to use it and how it will benefit them. 
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The Padlet below demonstrates the experiences and/or opinions of 

teachers/trainees on an interactive reading display. This was a useful tool, as it 

allowed me to gain some ideas and inspiration from others.  

Some ideas taken from the Padlet: 

- A reading tree- encourage the 

children to swap, share and 

request books. 

- A teacher bookmark- write a 

sentence on the bookmark 

explaining to the children why 

you like that part of the book. 

Leave the bookmark in the book 

and let the children find it. 

- Give each child their own 

bookmark- they can then 

recommend a book to a friend.  

- Show the children what the 

teacher/teaching assistant is 

reading- this could be done by 

having it visible on the classroom door. 

- Deserted island themed display- whereby the children write which books they 

would take to an island with them. 

- Quick fire questions on the display, to encourage the children to talk with 

peers about the books they enjoy reading. 

- Staff and pupil recommendations. 

- Incorporating the use of the interactive display into an English lesson.  

- Begin the year with an informal book talk, by asking the children what books 

they might like to read. These books could then be ordered.  
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                           https://padlet.com/emma_rogers6/lq1laoifksrnknaa 

 

Overall, as a trainee I now have lots of new ideas and inspiration to take forward with 

me. Unfortunately, the expectation of the reading display was nothing like reality. 

This experience has taught me the importance of making the purpose of any display 

board explicit to the children, and that I need to involve them more and widen my 

knowledge and model being a reader myself more overtly.   
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