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Context

I am currently studying a BA in Primary 
Education with QTS.  I am in my second year 
at Bishop Grosseteste University in Lincoln.

Whilst on placement, I was at a small village 
school. During this period, I was in EYFS, 
where the reading focus was mainly based on 
reading levels. There were many children who 
did not like reading  and would not read a lot 
at home. As a result, my SBM and I decided to 
start this reading for pleasure innovative. 



OU Research inspiration and 
Rationale

In carrying out this research, I focused on the TaRs (Cremin et al., 2009) 

recommendations that teachers should have:

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

2. Knowledge of children’s reading practices

This research inspired me to develop my knowledge of children’s books 

by exploring the children’s reading practices, and to develop a reading 

community in the classroom through shared reading sessions.



Aims

• To allow children to become passionate about 
reading by being able to share their favourite 
books with others. 

• To give the children the opportunity to discover 
a book that they will enjoy. 

• To get the children discussing books with 
others and have an opinion about the books 
they read. 

• To create a reading community to support 
reading for pleasure and allow them to enjoy 
reading together.



Outline

I decided that I would ask the children to bring a book in each day, that 
they could discuss with the class. I would then read the book to the 
class during the day, to allow them to engage with the book. 



Impact

The children really enjoyed sharing their reading with others 
and by the end of placement the children would bring 
numerous books a day. This had a large impact on the 
children that did not like reading, as they would ask if they 
could bring a book to share. As a result, the children started 
to read together more and would enjoy talking about what 
they had read. For example, one child who did not usually 
enjoy reading, brought in the book ‘You Choose In Space’ and 
told the class that she likes to read this with her Mum before 
she goes to bed. She then engaged with paired reading, 
which was something that she had not done before. She was 
also able to confidently discuss with the other child her 
favourite characters and why she liked them. 

Overall, it had a huge impact inspiring children to read the 
books that other children had brought in.  



Reflections 
on impact 
the TaRs 
research 
had on 
practice

The process of sharing reading has allowed me to 
create a reading community where the children can 
discuss their own reading with others and develop a 
passion for it. This has allowed me to learn more 
about children’s literature and how to promote it in 
the classroom.

In the future, I hope to continue this as it worked 
really well and the children seemed to really enjoy it. 
In my next placement, I would like to address reading 
for pleasure by finding ways to create a reading 
community in the classroom where all children are 
involved and able to talk about their favourite books 
with each other. One aspect I would like to focus on is 
a weekly recommendation, either from myself or one 
of the children, as many of them liked hearing about 
my own reading and the books I had been enjoying.


