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Context 
I am employed as a part-time teacher at Clytha Primary School in Newport. I cover in Year 1 and 2 for two half days 
a week and job-share in Reception for two days. I am also part of the Language and Literacy Learning Team. I am 
an OU/UKLA Teacher Reading Group Leader in Cardiff, running the group in conjunction with Jo Bowers and I was 
the UKLA sponsored student at the UKLA Awards in 2018.  
During the academic years 2018-20, Reading for Pleasure (RfP) was given significant focus within our school and 
featured as a priority in the School Development Plan.  As a result we began to consider improvements to our school 
reading environments, beginning with the Key Stage 2 Library and then considering reading corners in the 
Foundation Phase classrooms. 

 

 
OU Research Inspiration and Rationale 
The aspect that I wanted to focus on was a RfP pedagogy which, the Teachers as Readers research shows 
includes:  

▪ Social reading environments 

▪ Reading aloud 

▪ Independent reading 

▪ Informal book talk, inside text talk and recommendations (Cremin et al., 2014) 

 

I was especially interested in the statement that RfP pedagogy enables teachers to make time and space for 
children to explore texts in greater depth, share favourites and talk spontaneously about their reading. In 
particular, research on the OU website highlighted: 
 
“Social reading environments were seen to be key to creating richly reciprocal reading communities in the TaRs 
research. Physically engaging, the most successful environments tempted children into texts and offered spaces to 
relax, browse and read for pleasure... The TaRs teachers reconfigured space and time for relaxed reading and 
created physically engaging reading areas and environments that tempted and enticed children to read, borrow 
books, get to know new authors, talk about texts, and see themselves profiled as readers” (Cremin et al., 2014). 
 
In terms of context at Clytha Primary School, the SDP Priority Area 2019-20 includes: 
"to improve reading areas in each class and school libraries igniting real Reading for Pleasure". 

 

 

Aims 
Reading targets for the school are given prominence in the School Development Plan. Observations from staff 
highlighted that the KS2 library area was underused and there was a lack of interest in using the area for a social 



reading space. We had been given a sum of money from the Parents’ Association to focus on literacy 
improvements. The aims of the research and development work was as follows: 
 

● To develop social reading environments where children can access a wider range of high-quality texts; 

● To ensure children are pivotal to the design, content and use of the reading environment; 

● To increase teacher and pupil engagement in sharing texts and recommendations through regular 

conversations, opportunities and displays. 

 

 
Outline 

Using the OU search engine I began with a literature review of the relevant research that focused on the impact of 
reading environments. The following links were particularly useful to read through at the beginning of the review 
of our reading environments: 

 
● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/_eop/Soc_r_enviro_organisation_2.pdf  

 

● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/_eop/Ownership.pd 

 

● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/theme/social-reading-environments 

 

● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/Social-Reading-Environments-powerpoint.pdf 

 

● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/Social_reading_environments_More_Research_details1.pdf 

 

● https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/UCPS_Reading_For_Pleasure_Model.pdf 

 

 

Pupil voice is given significant place at Clytha Primary School and ensuring that the learners’ views were taking 
into consideration was at the forefront of this work. I began by devising a survey and piloted this using a small 
group of Year 6 children. I used an online collaborative platform called Nearpod which allowed children to take 
part in a questionnaire in real time and the results are collated and a pdf report sent through instantly when the 
survey concludes. The survey was completed with a cross section of children from KS2 2 classes to review the 
library and with the Year 2 class to review their classroom reading corner.   

 
1. The results of the KS2 Library survey highlighted the following: 

▪ Children preferred to read in comfortable and warm places, more often than not when they read at 

home it would be in bed 

▪ The main suggestions for improving the library included: making it more cosy, adding cushions, 

rugs, seating, improving the lighting and addition of new texts 

▪ In terms of genres the favourite type of read was action and adventure 

▪ When asked about favourite authors, children offered quite a narrow list of authors, this included: 

Roald Dahl, David Walliams, Michael Morpurgo and JK Rowling 

 

2. Results from the Year 2 survey on their classroom reading corner highlighted: 

▪ Children mainly read in their bedrooms or in bed when they read at home 
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▪ To improve their reading corner they wanted to reduce the size of their role play area and increase 

their reading space. They suggested improving the seating, adding cushions, decorating the area 

and having some blankets available in the corner to improve the comfort of the area. They also 

asked for some additional texts.  

▪ In addition, it emerged that several children felt 

that existing texts didn’t reflect their culture, 

background and ethnicity and with support, a 

group of children have now been researching 

authors that better reflect their culture to 

recommend book purchases. This is consistent 

with research from CLPE: Reflecting Realities: 

Survey of Ethnic Representation within UK 

Children’s Literature 2019 and has highlighted a 

further piece of work that needs to be 

considered at Clytha.  

▪ The children composed a list of books and 

authors that they would like to see feature in 

their class reading corner 

▪ They also completed drawings of what an 

‘amazing reading space’ would look to them. 

Many of their illustrations featured cosy corners or a cwtch, comfortable seating, cushions and 

overwhelmingly many featured an ‘archway’ to enter the area 

 

Key Stage 2 Library  
In October 2019 the improvements were implemented in the Key Stage 2 Library. These included: 

▪ New texts that reflected children’s preferred genres 

▪ Current texts were purchased followed UKLA shortlists 

▪ Improved display of books – front facing to invite the reader 

▪ Signage for genres were made clearer to direct readers to their preferences 

▪ A book review tree – inviting readers to leave their own book review for others 

▪ ‘You said, we did’ display illustrating the responses to Pupil Voice 

▪ Improved lighting with the purchase of low levels lights 

▪ Improved seating and the cushions purchased 

 



   

 
Impact 
We revisited the survey with the same children after the improvements were made and the children gave positive 

feedback about each of the improvements and were given the opportunity to suggest further enhancements. To 

illustrate, a quote from a Year 5 child: 

 
"I think that ever since the library has changed I think that I have been inspired to use it more and ask my 

teacher to go down to get a new book to read in free time. I believe that the better environment in our 
library the more it inspires people who are older and younger to read books and be interested and curious. 

We also have signs in our library to show where the different types of books are and I think that this is 
very helpful when you need to find books such as: Fiction, non-fiction, religion and more. I think how it’s 

displayed is lovely." 

 
Headlines: 
Results from the survey following the improvements: 

▪ 85% felt that their suggestions had been incorporated in full 
▪ 15% felt that their suggestions had been incorporated in part 
▪ 85% had read the new titles and discovered new authors since the school had purchased new 

texts following the first survey 
▪ Only 15% of children had left book reviews on the book tree and 38% had read some of the 

reviews that had been left. This was a new feature introduced since the first survey. We 
discussed ways to improve this across KS2 children and came up with some ideas to incentivise 
leaving reviews 

▪ 100% of the children surveyed knew what their teacher was reading  
▪ There was a significant improvement in the number of authors that the children are now 

reading which is displayed in before and after word clouds below and illustrates a big change in 
the range of authors that children are now reading since the improvements have been made 
 
 

 



Authors listed before the improvements were made: 

 
 

Authors listed after the library improvements were made: 

 
 

Year 2 Reading Corner  
The class teacher implemented the improvements swiftly after the survey had been completed. The classroom was 
changed the same week and the role play was moved and the reading corner extended to reflect Pupil Voice. The 
improvements have been well received in Year 2 and their comments were very positive: 

 
"It seems so cool" 

"Great and amazing" 
"It's amazing, fabulous and peaceful" 

"It is cosy. It is much better” 
"It is big, it is cool, it’s fun, it’s so awesome and big!" 

"Spectacular" 
 

Headlines: 
Results from the survey following the improvements: 

▪ 50% of the children felt that all of the improvements they wanted had been implemented 
▪ 50% felt that their wishes had been implemented in part 
▪ 71% of the children had read the new texts that had been purchased since the previous survey 
▪ 57% felt that they had found new authors and had begun to read different types of genre since 

the reading corner had been improved 
▪ There had been an improvement in the range of authors since the first survey which is 

illustrated below, but this will need further development 
 



Authors listed before library improvements were made: 

 
 
Authors listed after the library improvements were made: 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TARs research had on practice 
 

1. Using the existing research from the OU website provided a solid basis at the start of this piece of 
work. It helped to carve the focus for the inquiry and provided a rich seam of existing knowledge. The 
surveys that had been completed in other school settings were particularly useful. In addition, 
conversations with other RfP Group Leaders at the Bristol Conference in November and the workshop for 
Group Leaders, facilitated by Teresa, during the day helped to shape how I was able to evaluate the 
improvements that were implemented.  

 
2. There is further work required on the signs for the genres in the Key Stage 2 Library. We have 

recently won a set of Children’s Laureate publications, which need to be added, and we’re also looking to 
improve the Languages section.   

 
3. I have written a role profile for ‘Library Leaders’ and we’ll be inviting children to apply for this role 

by putting together their personal statements outlining how they are suitable for the role. The children will 
be responsible for maintaining the improvements, monitoring book reviews and making recommendations 
for new purchases.  

 
4. Having considered the feedback and evaluated the improvements, there is more work to do to 

extend the authors and genres that are currently offered in the Year 2 Reading Corner.  



 
5. The survey has also been completed in Year 1 and we are beginning to implement improvements in 

this class reading corner based on the feedback from the class. 
 

6. The survey has highlighted that across the school we need to focus on ensuring our books reflect 
our children’s cultures, heritage and ethnicity. The survey results highlighted this is an area that we need 
to improve. I have been particularly interested in the ‘Reflecting Realities’ publication by CLPE. Having 
profiled the age and ethnicity of our school children, we will be purchasing a bespoke selection of books 
recommended by Just Imagine in the new academic year to ensure that our children have access to 
literature that reflects their ethnicity, culture and heritage. I hope that this piece of work will focus in a 
future research paper.  
 

 


