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Context

I work as the English lead at Awsworth Primary & Nursey School in Awsworth, 
Nottinghamshire.  Historically, we have good reading results at KS1 & 2 and the vast 
majority of our children are able to read well by the end of Year 6.  However, the 
range of library books selected and read by the children is not particularly wide.  They 
enjoy reading but, despite school and the PTA buying lots of new and exciting books 
by a range of authors for our school libraries, the same authors and books were 
chosen and read again and again.

In addition, whilst parents are generally supportive of school activities, I have found 
that they often lack a breadth of knowledge of children’s texts in order to advise their 
children and point them in different directions where reading is concerned.  Having 
spoken to a colleague at a nearby school who already sent out a ‘Recommended 
Reads’ newsletter, I thought that this would be a positive way to involve parents.  By 
asking them to write reviews, this would enable me to encourage parents by tasking 
them to read a range of children’s books and write reviews which would then be 
included in the newsletter. 

This led to the development of the Parents’ Reading Group.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2014) highlights the importance of 
parents as an integral part of the reading community.  This is clearly very powerful and can be 
incredibly encouraging both to children, but also for other parents who may lack confidence with 
regards to reading and approaching school for advice.  

In order to foster Reading for Pleasure, I aimed to develop ‘reading communities that are 
reciprocal and interactive’ (Cremin et al., 2014). The reciprocity aspect would be that I (the 
teacher) would work with the parents in sharing and talking about books as part of the Parents’ 
Reading Group, and in return they would contribute to the newsletter.  

In addition to this, TaRs research also identified key pedagogies which support reading for 
pleasure, and this includes informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations.  This talk 
would be central to my ‘Parents’ Reading Group meetings and I hoped that the newsletter would 
promote discussion about books between school and parents, parents and their children, and 
parents and other parents leading to recommendations of texts to tempt our young readers.  



Aims

I aimed to:

▪ promote Reading for Pleasure

▪ widen children’s experiences of Reading for Pleasure and to 
promote a range of books and authors

▪ engage parents in a reciprocal way by engaging them as part of the 
reading community

▪ promote informal book talk and recommendations

▪ generate reviews to go into a regular ‘Recommended Reads’ 
newsletter.



Outline
This project was a direct response to parents asking for suitable book recommendations for their 
children.  Many parents did not know where to start, but I also had a desire to engage more 
parents and wanted to produce a newsletter which shared reviews, encouraged a discourse 
about books and provided book recommendations for our parents.

Actions in setting up the group

1. I sent out an initial email to all parents explaining what the Parents’ Reading Group would 
be.

2. Once the deadline for replying had passed, I contacted the parents who had expressed an 
interest and set a date for a meeting.  Due to work pressures, child-care, etc., I organised 2 
meetings – one before and one after school.

3. At the meeting, we discussed the purpose of the group and I outlined my vision.  The parents 
were very happy with the proposal and the discussion led to other ideas that could be used 
in school to promote the use of the libraries and Reading for Pleasure.  The parents were 
very enthusiastic!

4. Following this, parents chose a book or a few books to take to read.  We provided a range of 
texts suitable for all ages.  Some parents had younger children so focussed on picture books 
designed for younger readers; others with older children took books that their children 
might like to read too.

5. I emailed out a suggested structure for sending in reviews and a timeline for returning these  
reviews back to me.

6. Each newsletter recommends four books aimed at Early Years, KS1, lower KS2 and upper KS2. 
Of course, there is lots of cross-over, but this has been a general guide.  The newsletter 
provides readers with a brief synopsis of each book, followed by the Parents’ Reading Group 
review (see example).

7. Finally, the parents exchange their books for others and the cycle begins again!





Impact

Initially, the impact could be measured through higher 
levels of engagement with the parents; they enjoyed 
reading the books and really liked the feeling that they 
were contributing in a positive way to the promotion of 
Reading for Pleasure in our school.  Using our electronic 
library system, I have also been able to track to what 
extent books promoted in the newsletter have been 
borrowed and there has been an increase in many of 
the books being chosen.  This may partly be as a 
consequence of the children engaging in book talk more 
in my own class as they see the ‘new’ books which are 
waiting to be read/reviewed in the classroom and they 
ask if they can have a look at them!  However, the 
feedback from parents has been great too!  They have 
been very enthusiastic about reading the books 
recommended, passing books and stories onto their 
children and even in one instance, I had a grandmother 
come up to me on the playground saying she was 
reading one of the books!



Reflections on impact the TaRs research 

had on practice

The project has definitely helped me to broaden my knowledge of children’s 
literature.  I feel in a stronger position to be able to recommend books to 
children (and adults) across our school community and believe that by 
creating the newsletter, I am supporting the wider school community to 
choose great books to read at home and foster a love of reading.  

My next steps will be to ensure that momentum is maintained and that we 
continue to receive reviews for the newsletter.  I aim to repeat the process, 
emailing the whole school to see if there are any other parents who would 
like to join the group and (hopefully) recruit more members!


