
 

 
 

 

 

 Reading Recommendations                                                

by Emma Dunkin 

Great Steeping Primary School 

Context 

Great Steeping Primary School is a small village school in Spilsby, Lincolnshire. It 
has 4 classes of mixed age groups ranging from Reception to Year 6. On the SDP 
targets include ‘to develop and encourage reading in vulnerable groups’ and ‘to 
develop children’s understanding of texts’. These form the basis of why the chosen 
area has been focused on. This work is a school based project focusing primarily 
on a Year 2/3 class. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The OU Teachers as Readers (TaRs) findings noted that teachers need to develop 
‘a considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts’ (1) and ‘a 
reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes: social reading environments, 
independent reading and informal book talk, inside-text talk and 
recommendations’ (3).   

‘The Phase I survey (Cremin et al., 2008) revealed that, whilst teachers do read for 
pleasure themselves, (73.2% of the 1200 respondents had read for pleasure in the last 
month), they have limited and limiting repertoires of children’s authors, poets and 
picture fiction creators and rely upon childhood favourites and ‘celebrity’ authors.’ It 
has also been noted in the TaRs research that a large proportion of book talk is teacher-
led, often relating to grammatical features or specific learning objectives (Cremin et al., 
2014). This means that child-led book talk is very rarely captured in informal 
environments.  

Aims  

As a school we have a large focus on our SDP with regards to RfP. As part of this 
we have also identified comprehension as an area for development in the hope 
that RfP will increase this area of literacy once children start to enjoy reading more. 
Personally, I have a love of reading myself and have decided that I would love to 
further my own understanding of children’s literature through this project.  

I decided that developing children’s engagement in book talk (led by themselves) 
was a way forward. This would then lead to them informally talking about books 
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during their own independent reading time, as well as sharing their thoughts and 
opinions with myself in class on what they were reading.  

With this in mind I created an area in my reading corner in order to promote and 
encourage child-led book talk throughout the year. I was keen for children to 
promote the books they had read and enjoyed, as well as show children books I 
felt were of interest to their age range too!  

My personal aim for this was to:  

- Introduce children to authors/books they may not have previously come 
across/had the opportunity to 
- To encourage child-led conversations regarding the books they have 
read/are reading  
- To promote RfP within my own classroom 
- To educate myself and my TA about the interests of my class regarding 
books suitable for their age range!  

Outline 

So in order to fulfil these aims I set up an area in my reading corner for the children 
to display their recommendations. The display is decorated so that it is pleasing to 
the eye, as well as allowing the children space to show what books they have read 
and enjoyed.  

When I first started this idea in class it 
was explained to the children that slips 
of paper would be left near the display 
in order for them to take during 
independent reading time to write 
their review/recommendation on.  

When children have finished a book 
they have enjoyed (whether that be at 
home OR school) they can get a slip of 
paper and write on it the book title, a 
brief synopsis of what happens in the 
story and they can even draw a picture 
too if they so wish.  

I have a few LA children within my class 
too so the children were also told that 
if they could not write what their story 
was about they could draw a picture/give the book a star rating. It is completely 
the children’s choice as to whether they display their recommendations or not but 
a few times a week during independent reading time, children are encouraged to 



 

 
 

talk about the reviews they have placed on the wall in order to educate/interest 
the other children (and myself!).  

I decided to increase the amount of 
independent reading time that children 
are given during the school day. This 
should hopefully allow children to read a 
larger proportion of a book or read more 
than one if of a lower ability/chosen 
shorter stories to read. Occasionally 
children will be questioned about what 
they have read and encouraged to share 
with the class one or two facts/things 
they have found out (or read) from 
reading their book.  

I also set up a ‘Recommended Reads’ box within class which is used like a school 
library service, where children can choose to take home various age appropriate 
books to share with their adults. Once books have been finished, children will be 
encouraged to complete ‘Our Reviews’ slips for our display too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact 

Throughout the year (so far) the children have mostly enjoyed the opportunity to 
promote books that they themselves enjoy reading. Initially some children were 
very reluctant to write reviews about what they had read however up to present 
more children are taking part in this activity (although this is still not ALL children). 
If children are choosing books from the reading area, I have noticed them looking 
at the reviews wall and looking for certain books recommended by others.  

When asked, children are more willing to share their thoughts and opinions on 
various books in front of the class and this book talk is often child-led when they 



 

 
 

are looking at the reviews wall; they discuss with their friends books they should 
read and why. I have also noticed an increase in children choosing to bring books 
from home to read during independent reading time. They are then 
recommending and allowing others to borrow their books (it has also been noted 
that my LA readers are enjoying bringing in and discussing their own books with 
their friends too!).  

I too, have learnt more about children’s literature through this. Children are 
enjoying the opportunity to allow me to read various books they enjoy which then 
allows book related conversations to flow about a larger variety of authors and 
books compared to before! Certain children are also starting to notice that books 
they enjoy are often by the same author- or they are discussing with myself that if 
they have enjoyed a certain book they are going away and looking to see if that 
author has written any other books that they could read. 

Overall the main impacts (so far) have been: 

• -Child-led book talk is becoming more prominent in independent 
reading time. 

• -Children are enjoying a wider variety of books, starting to find 
authors they enjoy and seeking out other books written by the 
same author. 

• -Children are starting to talk about books more freely and 
confidently with adults in class.  

• -Children can read books they wouldn’t necessarily normally 
choose, engaging more LA or reluctant children as they are starting 
to find books that actually interest them (rather than just a reading 
scheme from school). 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

This process has proven to me how important book talk actually is. It has shown 
me that the basics of general conversation about books is paramount in order for 
children to choose and understand books they enjoy reading. I have found that I 
personally have enjoyed learning about and reading various authors I have never 
read before as children are enjoying the opportunity to lend me their own books 
to read too! This has then allowed me to have more in-depth conversations about 
authors and genres which different children may be interested in.  

I will continue to use our reviews wall to generate book talk amongst the children 
and myself as this appears to be encouraging more reluctant readers to find books 
which may interest them. The ‘Recommended Reads’ will also continue to be used 
and rotated so that I know all children are being exposed to a variety of good 
quality texts suitable for their age range.  



 

 
 

I am hoping to encourage other class teachers to include these areas in their own 
classrooms as I would definitely say that my class’ reading for pleasure is 
increasing! 

 


