
Whitefield Reader, Life Achiever 
Whitefield Primary School- Read, Learn, Live 

Context 

Whitefield Primary in Everton, Liverpool is in an area of significant social and 
economic disadvantage which has 97.6% of the ward falling in the most deprived 

5% of neighbourhoods nationally. More than four fifths of the ward 
(84.5%) is in the most 1% of deprived areas nationally. Disadvantage and 

vulnerability are barriers that we acknowledge, understand and overcome. Early 
Years baseline data shows that 85-100% of our children come into Nursery below 
age-related expectations, with over half significantly below, (i.e. a year or more 

behind). 

 Particular areas of need include 
communication and language, personal 
and social development and limited 
experiences leading to poor 
understanding of the world. 37.5% 
children are entitled to FSM, with many 
more having significant need but 
without the entitlement to this 
additional funding.  42% of learners are 
EAL with poor literacy levels among 
many parents and carers. 27 different languages are spoken at home. 

OU research inspiration and rationale 
The development of a strong Reading for Pleasure culture was inspired by 
Research from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD, 2002) which showed that reading enjoyment is more important for 
children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic status. The 
Teachers as Readers research (UKLA 2009) and the NLT Reading for Pleasure 
Research by Christina Clark and Kate Rumbold (2006) also emphasized the 
importance of a fully engaged reading community.  

Aims: 
• To ensure access to wide range of reading material
• To engage parents and carers in reading for pleasure
• To develop a community of readers amongst all

stakeholders
• To develop pupil leadership of reading
• To develop a reading rich curriculum

Highly Commended
Egmont Reading for Pleasure Award
In partnership with the OU and UKLA 2020

Whole School Category



Outline 
Staff Training 

• All teaching, support staff, lunch staff and governors have been trained in 
Reading for Pleasure. This means that they understand the reasons why it 
is such a high priority in school and are skilled in engaging the children. 

•  A Reading Leader was appointed to lead reading across the school. This 
ensures that teachers are supported, skilled and constantly aware of new 
and appropriate books and materials available for their age group. The 
Reading Leader is constantly updating her own expertise and considering 
new research which she disseminates to staff regularly through meetings 
and informally. She is also a trained Reading Recovery 
teacher and therefore able to offer support in all 
aspects of teaching reading.  

• CPD is research based and tested out in practice 
through Lesson Study. This means that we have 
developed bespoke methods of teaching and learning 
e.g. ‘The Find Out Five’ and personalised vocabulary 
books.  

 
Parents and Carers 

• Parents and Carers are invited to school every half term to take part in 
reading based activities alongside their children e.g. Reading Rivers.  
Learning alongside their children is vital as parents engage more 
effectively with school in this way, rather than a more formal meeting. 
Teachers have the opportunity to talk to parents and carers about the 
importance of reading for pleasure and how to access books and reading 
materials. 
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1198005112750391296?s=20 
 

• Stay and Read is open to all children, parents, carers and siblings every 
Tuesday. It is run by the Reading Leader and is relaxed and informal. All 
visitors to the session are provided with refreshments and its weekly 
theme is designed to engage all readers and highlight range of different 
reading materials. Stay and Read is very well attended and the Reading 
leader ensures that she models reading aloud to parents and carers by 
starting each session with read aloud of fiction, non-fiction or poetry. This 
encourages parents and carers to read aloud to their own children at 
home 

• EAL Lending library is run by the ‘Young Interpreters’. These are a group 
of children who act as interpreters for EAL learners. They have a range of 
books in English and different languages which they lend to families. 

• Reading Together takes place weekly and is open to all parents and carers 
in EYFS and KS1. Adults and children read together in the library 
supported by a member of school support staff. This has been particularly 
effective in engaging some of our SEND pupils and their parents/carers. 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1198005112750391296?s=20


• Book recommendations are sent out on the school’s Facebook page and 
Twitter is also effective in raising the profile of reading with families via 
social media. 

• Access to books at home is provided through the school library, EYFS 
lending library and online platforms (Active Learn and Get Epic) These 
online platforms are vital in providing a wealth of reading resources 
directly into homes.  Book shops are also run by the school during book 
week where all books are bought by the school and then sold to families 
for £1. 
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1208079964383449094?s=20 

Curriculum 

• Whitefield Primary School curriculum is based around text.  This is 
fundamental in exposing children to different authors and types of text. 
EYFS and Year 1 have a weekly focus on text and from Y2 to Y6 each half 
term there is a focus fiction, non-fiction and poetry text. This means that 
in curriculum time children will read at least 100 high quality texts in 
lesson time on their journey through the school. These texts are carefully 
chosen and reviewed annually to provide the best quality reading 
experience. Time is also allocated at the end of every day for stories and 
poems to be read aloud and this happens across the school from Nursery 
to Year 6.  

• Daily reading sessions involve allocated reading for pleasure time for all 
children at some point during the week. This is valued as highly as guided 
and taught sessions. 

• Whitefield has adopted ‘Storytime Phonics’ which embeds phonics 
teaching within the context of a story rather 
than as a standalone piece of learning. 

• Whole school initiatives such as ‘Empathy Lab’ 
and ‘Tales Toolkit’ develop a love of reading 
through philosophy, discussion and oral 
storytelling. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/authorAPT/status/1207755173914914816?s=20 

Reading is not an ‘additional’ part of the curriculum. It is the 
curriculum. 

 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1215023568632864768?s=20 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1215023568632864768?s=20 

 
 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1208079964383449094?s=20
https://twitter.com/authorAPT/status/1207755173914914816?s=20
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1215023568632864768?s=20
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1215023568632864768?s=20


Pupils as Leaders 
School recognised the power of children leading reading across the school, 
modelling reading for pleasure and recommending books to other children. There 
are many opportunities for children to be leaders in school. 

• Librarians. The library is run by the children for the children. The librarians 
from Y5 log the books in and out of the library. They run daily reading 
sessions at lunchtime library club where they read stories for EYFS and 
KS1. They make book recommendations to the whole school through 
‘Whitefield Book News’ which is shown in our special ‘Reader Leader 
Assembly’. All children also use websites such as 
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  where they find out about recommended 
books. They can then put a request in to the librarians to order a book 
through the ‘book wish’ scheme. The librarians have a budget of £50 per 
half term to spend on ‘book wish’ books. 

• Reading buddies. Year 5 children have a reading buddy in Reception. They 
have a weekly reading together session and an outdoor play session which 
involves outdoor reading.  

• Reader Leader – Each class chooses a ‘Reader Leader’ each week. This 
child is presented with a certificate and a bookmark in assembly. The child 
is chosen for leading reading in class, either by recommending books, 
contributing to book discussions or modelling outstanding reading 
behaviours. 

• Children help to organise a calendar of ‘reading events’ throughout the 
year based on national and local calendars. These include Book Week, 
Storytelling week, Empathy Week and film nights based on our favourite 
books eg Paddington. 

• Children have book groups which shadow for major awards eg ’Kate 
Greenaway Medal’ and ‘Blue Peter Book Award. These book groups form 
the basis for some book recommendations. 
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1199813496046792704?s=20 

• Reading for Pleasure Groups stretch the most able readers and they share 
their book knowledge with their year group.   

• These reading groups have had a positive impact on reading at home for 
pleasure and involving parents.  
https://twitter.com/FirstNewsEditor/status/1205015095002247168?s=20 

• Reading Plus gives children control of their own learning.  
Y5 progress using ‘Reading Plus’ 
digital reading platform-Week 
beginning 20th January 2020 
38% of our children are reading 
above their target rate. 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1199813496046792704?s=20
https://twitter.com/FirstNewsEditor/status/1205015095002247168?s=20


 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment 

• Library. The library is the centre of the school and well-resourced with 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry and magazines (annual subscriptions to 
magazines) Tess the school dog reads with identified children in this calm, 
relaxed environment every week. 
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.3227667f-61f5-
4ad2-898d-

bbcc0c7039a9&share_token=OV5uzQPaSHCug8twLRM4BQ&mode=share 
• Each class has a class library and display area where recommendations 

and current book favourites are displayed.  
• Children and staff have their ‘reading identities’ displayed in the classroom 

and there are book displays throughout the school 

Impact  
• Reading surveys have shown that children have a very positive attitude 

towards reading for pleasure. Annual Reading Survey (National Literacy 
Trust) 97.6% of the children surveyed in Upper KS2 said they used the 
library regularly and enjoyed reading.  71% of all children said they liked 
the library because it has a good range of books for them to choose from 
and 65% said they liked it because it was a friendly and comfy space and 
58% said the library helps you ‘do better’ at school. 

• Children say: “I love reading with my reading buddy in the library I am 
sad when he is not in” (Joseph FS2) 
“I love Infographic books-I really love the illustrations in ’Animals of the 
South’” (Bailey Y6) 

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.3227667f-61f5-4ad2-898d-bbcc0c7039a9&share_token=OV5uzQPaSHCug8twLRM4BQ&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.3227667f-61f5-4ad2-898d-bbcc0c7039a9&share_token=OV5uzQPaSHCug8twLRM4BQ&mode=share
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.3227667f-61f5-4ad2-898d-bbcc0c7039a9&share_token=OV5uzQPaSHCug8twLRM4BQ&mode=share


• Standards in reading are high and well above national averages for all 
children. Our disadvantaged pupils achieve as well as all pupils nationally. 
We believe that this is due to rigorous teaching of reading, early 
intervention and a focus on the pure joy and pleasure of reading.  

• School was awarded the Gold Liverpool Reading Quality Mark in June 2018 
• School was also identified as the best school in Merseyside by the Real 

Schools Guide 2020 

KS2 Results 2019 At the end KS2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflections on the impact the TaRs research had on practice 
Research based pedagogy at Whitefield has deepened the understanding of the 
power of reading for pleasure across the whole school community. There is no 
doubt that this has significantly impacted on standards and developed very 
positive attitudes to reading.  

We are looking forward to further developments in our reading for pleasure 
journey: 

• Develop reading groups in KS1 
• Further develop our outdoor reading areas into reading and writing areas 
• Raise the profile of reading poetry for pleasure 
• Use reading as a therapeutic intervention 
• Initiate book groups for adult learners 
• At Whitefield we ensure that every child is not only taught the mechanics, 

but also given a love of reading. This will provide them not only with 
increased opportunities for social mobility but also have a positive impact 
on their mental health and wellbeing. Perhaps the biggest benefit is the 
chance to explore other lives and worlds through the pages of a book.  

• This video clip encapsulates our achievements at Whitefield 
https://vimeo.com/313672399 

 

 

Additional Information 

Author Visits and Patrons of Reading  

We regularly have authors, illustrators and 
poets visit us to inspire the children 

 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1200524350857895942?s=20 

 

https://click.email.vimeo.com/?qs=4557f7e74d061dcd39371356316e18529ba584a748adabe87d8e71fd148541108d11acddf04b5ed7b7902cd5fece21bdee5f44cba29835289317b77de3dd601d
https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1200524350857895942?s=20


Visiting the Library 

We regularly organise visits to our local library. 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1199466788884504576?s=20 

 

‘Reading Aloud’ sessions across the whole school every day – this includes 
reading ‘First News Online’ and or ‘Newsround’ as well as a book 

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.0684f3fb-3554-4e8b-b117-
da4f62ef0337&share_token=XRyjInVdSyy0pRF6W_t_OA&mode=sha 

 

Offering Learning opportunities for our parents and caregivers 

We offer language courses for newly arrived families. 

https://twitter.com/WhitefieldPS/status/1199466599603937281?s=20 
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