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CONTEXT
• I am the Learning Centre Manager at Joseph Chamberlain Sixth Form College (JCC) in 

Birmingham.  

• We have around 2400 students at the College aged between 16-18 and also 18+ at our Adult 
Centre. 



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND 
RATIONALE
My main focus from the OU research from the outset was: 5. Reading 
communities that are reciprocal and interactive. (Cremin et al., 2014) 

For many of our students, English is not their first language, in fact – it is more 
likely their second or third language.  For them, RfP could truly be life changing. It 
can give them chances in their lives that they may not otherwise have had. 



AIMS
• To show students reading can be fun and accessible for all.

• To gain support from staff and engage them in how RfP can impact in their own 
subject areas.

In summary, I wanted to create a reading community that would be “buzzing” 
about reading.



OUTLINE
Step One: Making Reading Fun! 

All children, regardless of age love a competition, even 16-18 year olds. 



OUTLINE
Step Two: Making Reading Relevant! Using popular culture references as well as 
topical issues to bring student attention towards books.



OUTLINE
Step Three: Get the Staff on board.

Giving  staff the chance 

for some RfP of their own.



IMPACT
• All of our Competition events are always well attended and create a huge buzz 

amongst students and staff.  I still have the winners coming to tell me about the 
books they won.

• The response to our displays has been extraordinary. Since September 2019, 
when we introduced such displays, our number of unique Library users has 
surpassed all previous records and the number of books taken out by students 
increases month on month.

• The Staff Book Club launched in January 2020 and has an initial 7 members 
(with several more hoping to join). This has also allowed me to create a 
dedicated staff RfP section. 



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

Events such as student input into new stock titles show how much an interactive 
reading community can affect the young people of our College, with the staff 
response to the new Book Club shows that staff are willing to join me on this 
journey.

All of this project work shows that there is definitely an interest in making RfP a 
more important and integral part of life at JCC.
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