
 

 
 

The City That Reads Together:  
Liverpool Children’s Festival of Reading 

Jenny Holder- Reading Coordinator at Liverpool Learning Partnership 
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For consideration within the Egmont RfP Awards- Reading Champion 

Context 

I’m the Reading Coordinator for an education charity called Liverpool Learning 
Partnership (LLP).   

Liverpool Learning Partnership is a small organisation with 5 members of staff 
including dedicated coordinators for Cultural Education, Mental Health and Reading.  
As Reading Coordinator, my role is to support schools in Liverpool (over 160) with 
developing opportunities for pupils to read for pleasure in school and at home.   

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The Open University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research project (Cremin et al, 2008, 2014) highlights the 
importance of schools fostering reciprocal and interactive reading communities of children, teachers and 
parents.  LLP wanted to support settings in developing reading for pleasure ethos within their schools, 
including embedding opportunities within the school day, in addition to bringing schools across the city 
together to celebrate reading and share practice. 

The TaRs research project also focuses on the importance of teachers having a considerable knowledge of 
children’s literature.  We wanted to find ways to celebrate texts that schools across Liverpool already loved, 
as well as introducing them to other authors and books that they may not have read before.   

Aims  

• To develop a city-wide community of schools focused on developing and 
sharing their reading for pleasure practice 

• To support schools in identifying and accessing quality children’s and YA 
literature  

• To provide opportunities for Reading for Pleasure to be further embedded into 
the school offer 



 

 
 

Outline  

We decided to organise a series of school events (the Liverpool Children’s 
Festival of Reading) that LLP member schools could attend for free. The 
events would be held in school venues across the city and then all LLP 
schools would be invited to book to bring classes or groups of pupils to 
these events.  We identified 31 venues across the city (where possible) 
within walking distance of other schools to make transport as easy and 
low-cost as possible.   

I set up a steering committee which 
included representatives from 
Primary/Secondary/Special schools plus other organisations related to 
reading/education (Liverpool Libraries/The Reader/LJMU etc).   

The festival was developed around 
the same time as the CLPE’s 
Reflecting Realities report was 
released.  Liverpool is a city that is 
proud of its diversity so we wanted 

to ensure that our event focused around providing literary role models 
(authors, poets, illustrators, main characters) from a diverse range of 
backgrounds (race, culture, gender, sexuality, disability, neurodiversity 
etc). The 16 authors included Levi Tafari (pictured), Karl Nova, Jen 
Campbell, Lauren James, SF Said. Sessions were available for pupils 
from EYFS to Sixth Form. 

Although sessions were free to LLP schools, we were keen for them to 
be embedded into the curriculum and class reading time.  We obtained 
a grant from the Unwin Charitable Trust to ensure that attending 
schools would receive copies of books by the authors they would be seeing.  They were distributed ahead of 
time that the schools could introduce the books/authors before the sessions.  I also created resources that 
would support using the texts in the classroom and signpost teachers to other related quality texts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Events 

Several weekend events for families took place in libraries and local community 
venues/businesses.  Families enjoyed the opportunity to take part in story-
sharing time and craft activities.    

  

Representations- Mini Conference  

Following a conversation with staff from Springwood Heath Primary School 
on the festival focus of a diverse range of literary role models, I worked with 
their Reading Team and Headteacher to develop a mini-conference for 
children in Years 5-7 focused on around the theme of diversity in children’s 
literature.  This took place on the second to last day of the reading festival.  



 

 
 

We arranged talks/videos from child speakers on issues such 
as the representation of girls with autism in 
books/film/TV/plays and the importance of seeing yourself 
reflected in the books you read.  

The morning also included opportunities for pupils to browse 
a wide range of available children’s literature and to network 
with students from other schools, discussing books that they 
felt reflected the diverse nature of modern Britain.  At the 
end of the event, schools were able to take away goody-bags 
featuring a diverse range of texts for their libraries.   

Impact 

106 schools attended LCFR sessions, meaning that 5864 pupils were able to listen to an author talk about 
their work.    

Schools Events 

Social media was a great way for schools to demonstrate the impact the events had upon their pupils.  Many 
schools had used the texts provided ahead of the sessions and had already carried out some work on the 

books or background research on the authors.  Children declared 
an intention to read more works by the authors and poets and 
(where appropriate) to seek out their work on other platforms.   

Both in school and at 
home, pupils were 
enthused to either 
complete work based 
on their visit or 
inspired to create 
their own writing or 
artwork. 

 



 

 
 

 Schools enjoyed having the opportunity to have their copies of texts signed and were able to then share 
these books together following their visit.  

In follow-up questionnaires, 99% of staff responded 
that they had enjoyed the events, 96% responding that 
their pupils enjoyed the events. 89% stating that they 
either had already embedded the text into their 
classroom practice or would be able to use the event 
as the stimulus for further work in the classroom.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

“This was a brilliant event! It was a great opportunity for the 
children to meet an author!” -English Lead, Lister Infants School 

 “Today gave a 
fascinating insight into the history of fairy tales that will support 
our curriculum and topics of study as well as promoting a love of 
reading and writing.”- Literacy Lead, Archbishop Blanch School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Representations Mini-Conference 

Feedback from the Representations event was 
incredibly positive with 100% of pupil respondents 
declaring that they enjoyed the event and 97% that 
they found it interesting.  Pupils and staff from 
different schools shared tables with each other to 
help encourage and facilitate conversation around 
how different lives are reflected in children’s books.  
The younger children were particularly inspired by 
the speech of a Y8 pupil about how she wants to see 
more girls with autism reflected in the books she 
reads.  In fact, three Y5 pupils were so inspired by 
this that they ran up to me asking if they could present an impromptu presentation on their feelings about 
how different families are represented in books! 

The children were incredibly passionate about the issues raised 
at the event and suggested that further events should include 
opportunities for young people can have their voices heard by 
attending representatives from the publishing industry.  Based 
on the book-browsing and text sharing times, children and staff 
took lists of books that they’d like to source for their school.  
Staff asked for the video and speeches from the day to be made 
available so they could use them in PSHE lessons and assemblies 
within their schools.   

 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The TaRs research project highlighted the importance of whole school reading for pleasure communities.  The 
event was organised by LLP but wouldn’t have been possible without the support and hard work of amazing 
staff from schools and other organisations.  We found that the festival helped to build a collaborative 
community focused on reading for pleasure within and between schools.  Bringing schools together for 
events also allowed them to network with each other to arrange further collaboration that will benefit and 



 

 
 

impact upon their settings.  The festival was run on a relatively small budget, meaning that this would be 
replicable by other groups of schools (networks, Multi-Academy Trusts, Local Authorities etc).   

NEXT STEPS: 

I am now in the process of organising the second Liverpool Children’s Festival of Reading using the same 
model for schools’ events as the 2019 event.  In 2020 we’d also like to build further upon the way that the 
festival allows young people across the city to share their reading recommendations with each other.  We are 
about to begin working with English Literature and Creative Writing students from Liverpool John Moores 
University on further developing the festival reading lists and resources.  We’re also currently exploring other 
creative ways (video clips, podcasts) to get pupils from Liverpool schools discussing the books that they love. 

I am currently working on identifying and organisation opportunities to further develop parental involvement 
in Reading for Pleasure For 2020, we’ve secured funding for a range of author events and reading related 
sessions to be held at weekends and after school in community venues (libraries, sports centres etc) 
surrounding schools. The intention behind this is to bring families together to enjoy reading related activities 
in their leisure time.  

A meeting of the Liverpool Children’s Festival of Reading steering group discussed creating follow-up events 
for the Representations conferences and have decided to put a planning group consisting of young people 
from schools in place to organise the event.  This way the event will more clearly be able to reflect the 
reading interests of those attending. 

  


