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If You Want Children to Read For Pleasure,
Show Them Why They Should... Nicki Cleveland A

@MissNCleveland ‘

For consideration for the Egmont RfP Awards: School Reading Champion

Context

Cannon Park Primary is a single form entry school on the outskirts of Coventry,
with a mixed demographic of children, including children from foreign students
and lecturers at Warwick University, from Reception to Year 6. | am employed
as a class-based HLTA and School Librarian (I get 3 1/2hours per week for my
Librarian role).

OU Research inspiration and rationale
The TaRs found that in order to foster RfP effectively, teachers need to develop:

Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts
Knowledge of children’s reading practices

A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

Social reading environments

Reading aloud

Independent reading

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach
Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.
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| wanted to raise the profile of books and reading for pleasure across the school systematically,
to embed each step forward and then move on.

| knew that telling children to read wasn’t enough — | had to show them why they should. The
TaRs research (Cremin et al., 2014) provided specific areas for me to focus on in order to take a
step by step approach to be able to do that.

Aims

When | took over responsibility for the School Library, on reviewing the TaRs findings, | knew that
in order to foster reading for pleasure effectively in our school, | needed to:

1. Increase my knowledge of children’s literature, so that | can help children and staff to
choose books, and use this knowledge to source new books, which would inspire children
and staff to read for pleasure.

2. Create inspiring reading environments that the children want to use.

Create opportunities to raise the profile of reading through events and book clubs.

4. Engage parents with reading with their children.
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Outline

Step 1. Increase my knowledge of children’s literature.
My Bookshelf

Following discussions with children | found:

1. The children who regularly read for pleasure had read the books that inspired them in
school already.

2. The children who showed a good level of reading ability and comprehension weren’t
inspired to read for pleasure.

3. Children often said they didn’t have time to read or didn’t think there were any books
they would enjoy.
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| created my own bookshelf in
school so that | could recommend
books | had read to the children |
thought would enjoy them.

What started as a
couple of book boxes
in a classroom is now
an entire bookcase in
the library  that
children and staff
borrow books from.




My #52BooksChallenge

To challenge the arguments raised in point 3, | wanted to show the children

e how much | read
o the huge variety of different children’s books being published.
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Participants 1,877,654
Books Pledged 82,894,852

Avg. Books Pledged 44

Time Left  351days, 11 hours

You have read 20 of 52 books. Edit 0 2019 Reading Challenge
‘\' Congrats! You read 121 books ¢
] & ‘vour goal of 52!
18 books ahead of schedule — [—
s Jusizeh i . 233
View all »

%) 2018 Reading Challenge




Me As A Reader

It’s vital to understand what the children do and don’t enjoy about reading.




Step 2. Create inspiring reading environments that the children want to, and do use.

Not all classes had social reading spaces, or accessible bookshelves, so I:

created social reading spaces in two of our classrooms as models for the rest of the school.
showed the children that we value books,

made it easier for them to find books that they wanted to read,

gave them a quiet, comfortable space to discuss what they were reading with their peers.
every class had a selection of non-fiction, poetry, comics and magazines so that these could
be seen as valid choices when reading for pleasure.
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| also rearranged the library so that children could find age appropriate books quickly, and made
sure school topic collections were organised by year group so that both staff and children could
access them quickly, and we could see where we needed to add to collections.




Step 3. Create opportunities to raise the profile of reading.
Book Clubs
Lunchtime book-clubs shadowing different book awards, targeting

o Year 1&2 children who don’t read at home or have bedtime stories.

e Year 3&4 children who are newly independent readers.

e Year 5&6 children who struggled with reading and can’t access age appropriate texts
independently — Listen In The Library — where we listen to audiobooks.

After school book-club for Year 5&6 children who enjoy reading - writing reviews, contacting
authors and having time and space to talk books and disappear down the inevitable tangents that
takes us on.

Non-Fiction November Dewey Decimal Bingo

| created a non-fiction challenge to raise the profile of this genre after a number of children who
read non-fiction for pleasure said that they didn’t see themselves as readers as they were
constantly being told to read ‘proper books’. | also run a shadowing group for the Royal Society
Young People’s Book Prize to further raise the profile.
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Tweeting Authors

Responses are printed out and given to the children in our Friday Celebration Assembly.

M.G. Leonard @MGLnrd -19/03/2018 §K; Sl
Quite simply the best review EVER' Q& & €9 ws
B This is #whyilovelibrarians & teachers! Because people
Miss Cleveland LLI @MissNCleveland like @MissNCleveland who help kids fall in love with
reading are CHANGING LIVES!

Brilliant Pupil review for Battle Of The Beetles by

@MGLnrd @ @€
Miss Cleveland LU @MissNCleveland

This is #whyiloveteaching. Still my best moment!

Miss Gl ani Miss Cleveland LI @MissNCleveland - Dec 10, 2019 i
@'j‘s NerIa a': ‘;ju -~ We are loving this year's Hooked On Books shortlist for the Coventry Inspiration Book
IssNClevelan =T Awards. Great pupil review of The Middler by @KirstyApplebaum.

@covbooks #CIBA20

Thank you so much @andtheHare for inspiring a love of
books, reading and craft! Two of your books have led to
this wonderful creativity from one of our pupils & &
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{ Kirsty Applebaum ¥
@KirstyApplebaum
Replying to @MissNCleveland and @covbooks

Wow! Thank you so much - I'm so glad you enjoyed The
Middler $ And thank you @MissNCleveland for tweeting this!

A Celestine & the Hare and Graffeg

Miss Cleveland LLI .
a @MissNCleveland

On a scale of one to squealing, how many pairs of ear

defenders do you think I'll need on Monday morning

when | return the book reviews for Boy X and Below Zero

to two Year 5 girls? Huge thanks for my impending burst
eardrums @DanSmithAuthor




Author Visits

Miss Cleveland L
@MissNCleveland

Replying to @jonesgarethp @CannonParkSch and 2 others

A thank you poem from After School Book Club...
@jonesgarethp

Gareth P Jones, you're amazing
On your ukulele and when you sing,
Your books are the best,
Better than Walliams and the rest,

Our whole school says “Thank you for coming.”

Cannon Park
After School Book Club
(Year 5 only because Year 6 have gone

off to climb mountains and stuff.)

& Gareth P Jones

The Cloud Readers Present...
Ned's Circus of Marvels
by Justin Fisher




Creative Reading Response

During library sessions, after discussing Cressida Cowell’s Charter, Year 5 respond to what they
are reading in any way they like, whether through writing, illustration or both.

CREessIDA COWELL'S
Weterstones
Childrens g
Laureate 27
Charter

Every child has

the right to...
1+ Read for the oy of it S ==g
L. Access NEW bosks w schesls, Libmeries and beokshaps
3 Hove addvice from a trnined Librusan o bockseller
4 Own thue Own' bork
S See thamelves reflected i o botk
€ Be read ateud G
- Have sme chicce in het theyread
g+ BE ctabue for ab last fftun minutes & week
Q. See an wtor trenk ok Last ONCE
10, Have o plonet to read on

Reading Records

To give children greater agency and independence over their reading, UKS2 children record and
respond to their own reading.




Whole Class Reading

It’s not just the children enjoying whole books in lessons.

N Miss Cleveland LiJ @MissNCleveland - Dec 16, 2019 v
Miss Cleveland L.J ¥ You know the class have loved 3 book when there are tears and sniffles at
@MissNCleveland ~ " theend. Our Year 5 class loved The Jamie Drake Equation. Thank you for

inspiring them @edgechristopher!

I usually worry when I recommend a book for whole
class use with a topic. We're doing Ancient Egypt when
we go back, so Secrets Of A Sun King by @emmac2603
was a no brainer... Class Teacher & Tic Tak both loved
it! Hurrah!

o2 s Q 30 &
Just finished i, loved it. | want @ Gilnpiei e v
to go to Egypt NOW! Great -
choice x Replying to @MissNCleveland

Thank you! So wonderful to hear this. Please tell Year 5

W to keep reading and change the world!

8:02 AM « Dec 17, 2019 - Twitter for Android
| kept googling things like did e
he really get buried without his
Tik tak is enjoying the secrets heart, briliant o) n Q &
i ﬁ Miss Cleveland Ll @MissNCleveland - Dec 1 v
Replying to @edgechristopher
Itold them; they cheered!
7:40 PM - Dec 22, 2019 - Twitter for Android o) n 1 +
Q &
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Step 4. Engage parents with reading with their children.

Invite parents in for specific story events
Run a World Book Day project for children and parents.

Great Bookish Bake Off saw some very competitive parents trying to recreate their
children’s favourite books with them. All of the cakes were sold to raise funds for the

Thank you to

everyone for

your fantastic
entries for The

Bake Off, and
donations for

our cake sale.




| created a reading diary with our EYFS Manager to send home.

Feet,
for walking to the
library each week to
iscover new books

“The mare you[ "€, Z‘lkd Please record what you read together in the reading diary so we can soe what
the more youXknow. stories you share. Aim for a minimum of  times a week to really support your
The mare that you

. i child in their reading journey or 20 minutes a day.
the mnrzp ACESyouligo!
Dr.Sesss

Reading builds minds!

rming to read Is an exciting adventure. Join Biff, Chip, Kipper and Frig
L explore everyday experiences your child can relate to, s gy they

Be a reading role model to your chiidren. If children see adults enjoy reading, they will
enjoy it as well!

™ The Robinson Date: |Title: |comment: '
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Dad Chip Kipper Floppy Biff Mum

To start with books without words are used to develop story-telling language and to
help children use pictures to identify events and feelings. Thisis a very important
stage of the reading journey and as children start to learn sounds (phonics) at school,
will be given books with progressively harder words.

Bookxnaodlababmuymlo )
school every day, treasured and cnEAD = 18A F/{;\F\
s FADING > N TASAY
' o COUNTLESS ADVENTyge.
MMIchmgoboohlvoq P
Friday.

Mw-lkm.mhabtmore

Write any tricky words here for your child to practice:
{o reading than just reading! On 1

each page there are some Top

Tips to help during reading

sessions with your child at home,




| created a parent newsletter with hints and tips on how to share books with their children.

v ]
so we need to instil a love of stories in children
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rather than watching the video.
listening,
What can you do to support your child? . My child hates books
influential role model. Create a positive, book-filled '
s SKcakie icam Uims e L '“-'-m“;;xdmwum-m:mmm,m:wmkm@ty:wnxm::;:
offthe Evidence suggests "mf'“'” “here is just as much skillin decoding and isual the
decoding text heavy books.

mw;mmmmmmummpmm,
+ My child is reading the same books all the time

+ Ak your child to choose a book 3
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think and that their opinion matters. This means they are more them do, it but encourage them to find time to fit new books in as well. Talk to Miss Cleveland or your ocal
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likely to engage with the book.
« Sit close together
Encourage your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn
the pages. Read some get them to read some. Don’t force your
child to read. Allow them to enjoy the story and to develop a
love of books. g
* Point to the pictures
1 the them your child knows. Ask them to describe the characters
what to tell you the story by pictures.
. child book
ch their elps children andisan
‘excellent way for you to discuss difficult issues and gain a greater understanding of each other. Give your
child Ask them what will h next, how a character might be feeling, or how
the book makes them feel,

* Join your local library
PPl s

Speak to the librarian if you aren’t sure which

type of books to chaose. They will have a wealth ofkn and be able to point you in the right

Following the UKLA/OU RfP Conference in Birmingham earlier this year, | fed back the idea of
sharing Talk4Writing stories with parents as homework and this has been really successful in

engaging parents with the stories their children are working on.
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Impact

By creating my school bookcase and displaying my reading in the context of the #52Books
Challenge, | have been able to:

e Show the children the vast range of choice available to them as readers
e Engage enthusiastically and reciprocally as a reader in school- a Reading Teacher
e Make one to one reader recommendations tailored to specific children
e Share aspects of their reading lives in school alongside younger readers

Book-clubs have provided an opportunity to develop book talk, which now happens
spontaneously around school, with children taking books out onto the playground and discussing
them with their friends.
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We have authors comeng
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Pupil voice has meant that due to all book clubs being oversubscribed, we have opened the
library at lunchtimes to allow all pupils to come in and read, respond creatively or just chat
about books. Older children bring their younger siblings and friends into the library so that they
can share books together.




We have now put Class Read Aloud on the timetable in every year group, so that children are
read aloud to every day, using our local book awards (Coventry Inspiration Book Awards) to give
teachers a solid list of books to explore with their classes and discuss which books inspire
children to read on after looking at the covers, blurbs and opening chapters. This has now made
the CIBAs a school wide talking point, with children keen to read all of the books in their age
group and recommend their favourites to their peers, and get voting. It’s created a real buzz
around school.

From: loanne Amphlett <jamphlett@cannonpark coventry.sch uk>
Sent: 17 Januwary 2020 14:54

To: Nicki Cleveland <ncleveland@cannonpark coventry sch uk>

Subject: book awards

I have thoroughly enjoyed reading the nominated books for "Whats The Story” with my Year
2 class. It is so lovely to have a new, fresh and exciting set of stories to read. My own
personal favourite was "The King Who Banned the Dark". | thought it was a really different
story, unlike anything | had ever read to the children before. | thought it was particularly
interesting as the learning opportunities could be applied across a range of different age
groups and particularly relevant in today's society with regards to "fake news".
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Author visits and tweeting reviews has added a huge buzz around books and reading, so that it is
seen as something pleasurable and to be celebrated, which was noted by Ofsted in their last
visit.

B There are many reading books for pupils to enjoy. Pupils talk with enthusiasm
about the school library, authors and reading for pleasure. The school’s librarian
organises interesting literary events, such as arranging exciting video calls so that
pupils can talk to authors on screen. This attention to reading enriches pupils’
learning and enjoyment of school and literature.

James Young

Micki Cleveland

Hi Nicki,

Just wanted to thank you for inspiring some of my
reluctant readers and children who have been
unsure and indecisive about their book choices this
year. It has been a pleasure to see them light up at
the thought of reading a follow up novel by an
author of your recommendation and to see them

respond to reading with a greater level of
enjoyment and confidence.

Cheers

Reading "°'f\0. IS massive because it l'dcpom-
Jou to a Varuky oF different Worlds and ald
of thak can happen susr- by reading seme words
M'A fawourire Moment H0 do With reading Was
When | Wrore o revies for stunt devble (Written
log lamsin Cooke) and Hun sha Senr me a
book to keep signed ! My love oF reading has
expanded enomously throvah the pask 2 Years
and 90ing to book club has really halped. BooKS
Kave helped me With leamin
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Reading

Yesterday at 21:18

Hi Miss Cleveland,

I hope you are well.
Just a quick email to let you know how happy we were with reading progress in her
last couple of years at Cannon Park. During year 4 in particular for some unknown
reason, really lost her way with reading and began to try anything she could to get
t of it.

was enrolled in the BRP scheme and over the following months, we noticed that not
only did her reading improve, but her enjoyment of reading did too. On top of that, we
felt that she also achieved in other subjects too.
The best moment was whe:i brought a letter home from school regarding a new
book club that was starting after school. She hovered over me until | signed the form
and was so excited when she got a letter to irm she had a space!
Book club became a very important part week, she was fastidious about
reading each book and would get quite annoyed when others didn't keep up to date

ith the book.

would talk very fondly of what was happening in the school Library each week, she
was very proud to be part of it.
We were so proud that she was awarded the title “Child of Books" at the end of year six.
It really did help her realise how far she had come and how much work she had put in to
her own learning.

The input that you personally had, Miss Cleveland, made all the difference to .
reading and learning. You found a way to help her enjoy reading. Our new battle is
getting her to put her book down at bedtime - It's become a standing joke in the house!

Kind Regards,




Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice

By becoming a ‘teacher that reads’ | have vastly improved my personal knowledge of the huge
range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction available for children. This allows me to connect children
with age-appropriate books that will interest them at their reading level. Book clubs for different
year groups have created enthusiastic reading ambassadors who share their knowledge and
passion, and are confident in supporting and recommending books to their peers. It also enables
me to suggest texts to teachers that link to topics in different ways, whether it’s as a whole class
novel or non-fiction, for lesson or pleasure.

Our next steps are to engage further with the wider school community. Plans are in place to
open the school library each week, at the end of the school day, for Reception parents to join in
with story-time and choose books with their children, giving us the opportunity to support
parents who aren’t as comfortable reading with their children in a relaxed environment, while
modelling reading aloud and strategies with CBeebies bedtime story videos for example.




