
If You Want Children to Read For Pleasure,       
Show Them Why They Should…  Nicki Cleveland 

@MissNCleveland

For consideration for the Egmont RfP Awards: School Reading Champion 

Context 

Cannon Park Primary is a single form entry school on the outskirts of Coventry, 
with a mixed demographic of children, including children from foreign students 
and lecturers at Warwick University, from Reception to Year 6. I am employed 
as a class-based HLTA and School Librarian (I get 3 1/2hours per week for my 
Librarian role).  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The TaRs found that in order to foster RfP effectively, teachers need to develop: 

1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts
2. Knowledge of children’s reading practices
3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:
• Social reading environments 

• Reading aloud

• Independent reading

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

4. As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach
5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.

I wanted to raise the profile of books and reading for pleasure across the school systematically, 
to embed each step forward and then move on. 

I knew that telling children to read wasn’t enough – I had to show them why they should. The 
TaRs research (Cremin et al., 2014) provided specific areas for me to focus on in order to take a 
step by step approach to be able to do that. 

Aims 

When I took over responsibility for the School Library, on reviewing the TaRs findings, I knew that 
in order to foster reading for pleasure effectively in our school, I needed to:  

1. Increase my knowledge of children’s literature, so that I can help children and staff to
choose books, and use this knowledge to source new books, which would inspire children
and staff to read for pleasure.

2. Create inspiring reading environments that the children want to use.
3. Create opportunities to raise the profile of reading through events and book clubs.
4. Engage parents with reading with their children.
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Outline 

Step 1. Increase my knowledge of children’s literature. 

My Bookshelf 

Following discussions with children I found: 

1. The children who regularly read for pleasure had read the books that inspired them in 
school already.  

2. The children who showed a good level of reading ability and comprehension weren’t 
inspired to read for pleasure. 

3. Children often said they didn’t have time to read or didn’t think there were any books 
they would enjoy. 

I created my own bookshelf in 
school so that I could recommend 
books I had read to the children I 
thought would enjoy them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What started as a 
couple of book boxes 
in a classroom is now 
an entire bookcase in 
the library that 
children and staff 
borrow books from.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

My #52BooksChallenge 

To challenge the arguments raised in point 3, I wanted to show the children  

• how much I read  

• the huge variety of different children’s books being published.  

                  

  



 

 
 

Me As A Reader 

It’s vital to understand what the children do and don’t enjoy about reading. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Step 2. Create inspiring reading environments that the children want to, and do use.   

Not all classes had social reading spaces, or accessible bookshelves, so I: 

• created social reading spaces in two of our classrooms as models for the rest of the school. 

• showed the children that we value books,  

• made it easier for them to find books that they wanted to read,  

• gave them a quiet, comfortable space to discuss what they were reading with their peers.  

• every class had a selection of non-fiction, poetry, comics and magazines so that these could 
be seen as valid choices when reading for pleasure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

I also rearranged the library so that children could find age appropriate books quickly, and made 
sure school topic collections were organised by year group so that both staff and children could 
access them quickly, and we could see where we needed to add to collections.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Step 3. Create opportunities to raise the profile of reading. 

Book Clubs 

Lunchtime book-clubs shadowing different book awards, targeting 

• Year 1&2 children who don’t read at home or have bedtime stories. 

• Year 3&4 children who are newly independent readers. 

• Year 5&6 children who struggled with reading and can’t access age appropriate texts 
independently – Listen In The Library – where we listen to audiobooks. 

 
After school book-club for Year 5&6 children who enjoy reading - writing reviews, contacting 
authors and having time and space to talk books and disappear down the inevitable tangents that 
takes us on. 

Non-Fiction November Dewey Decimal Bingo 

I created a non-fiction challenge to raise the profile  of this genre after a number of children who 
read non-fiction for pleasure said that they didn’t see themselves as readers as they were 
constantly being told to read ‘proper books’. I also run a shadowing group for the Royal Society 
Young People’s Book Prize to further raise the profile. 

 



 

 
 

Tweeting Authors 

Responses are printed out and given to the children in our Friday Celebration Assembly. 

 

 



 

 
 

Author Visits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Creative Reading Response 

During library sessions, after discussing Cressida Cowell’s Charter, Year 5 respond to what they 
are reading in any way they like, whether through writing, illustration or both.

 

Reading Records 

To give children greater agency and independence over their reading, UKS2 children record and 
respond to their own reading. 

 

 



 

 
 

Whole Class Reading 

  

It’s not just the children enjoying whole books in lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Step 4. Engage parents with reading with their children. 
 

• Invite parents in for specific story events  

• Run a World Book Day project for children and parents.  

• Great Bookish Bake Off saw some very competitive parents trying to recreate their 
children’s favourite books with them. All of the cakes were sold to raise funds for the 
school library. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
I created a reading diary with our EYFS Manager to send home. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
I created a parent newsletter with hints and tips on how to share books with their children.  
 

 
 
Following the UKLA/OU RfP Conference in Birmingham earlier this year, I fed back the idea of 
sharing Talk4Writing stories with parents as homework and this has been really successful in 
engaging parents with the stories their children are working on. 
 

 



 

 
 

Impact 

By creating my school bookcase and displaying my reading in the context of the #52Books 
Challenge, I have been able to:  

• Show the children the vast range of choice available to them as readers  

• Engage enthusiastically and reciprocally as a reader in school- a Reading Teacher  

• Make one to one reader recommendations tailored to specific children    

• Share aspects of their reading lives in school alongside younger readers 

Book-clubs have provided an opportunity to develop book talk, which now happens 
spontaneously around school, with children taking books out onto the playground and discussing 
them with their friends.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

Pupil voice has meant that due to all book clubs being oversubscribed, we have opened the 
library at lunchtimes to allow all pupils to come in and read, respond creatively or just chat 
about books. Older children bring their younger siblings and friends into the library so that they 
can share books together.  

 



 

 
 

We have now put Class Read Aloud on the timetable in every year group, so that children are 
read aloud to every day, using our local book awards (Coventry Inspiration Book Awards) to give 
teachers a solid list of books to explore with their classes and discuss which books inspire 
children to read on after looking at the covers, blurbs and opening chapters. This has now made 
the CIBAs a school wide talking point, with children keen to read all of the books in their age 
group and recommend their favourites to their peers, and get voting. It’s created a real buzz 
around school.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

Author visits and tweeting reviews has added a huge buzz around books and reading, so that it is 
seen as something pleasurable and to be celebrated, which was noted by Ofsted in their last 
visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

By becoming a ‘teacher that reads’ I have vastly improved my personal knowledge of the huge 
range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction available for children. This allows me to connect children 
with age-appropriate books that will interest them at their reading level. Book clubs for different 
year groups have created enthusiastic reading ambassadors who share their knowledge and 
passion, and are confident in supporting and recommending books to their peers. It also enables 
me to suggest texts to teachers that link to topics in different ways, whether it’s as a whole class 
novel or non-fiction, for lesson or pleasure.  

Our next steps are to engage further with the wider school community. Plans are in place to 
open the school library each week, at the end of the school day, for Reception parents to join in 
with story-time and choose books with their children, giving us the opportunity to support 
parents who aren’t as comfortable reading with their children in a relaxed environment, while 
modelling reading aloud and strategies with CBeebies bedtime story videos for example. 

 


