
 

 
 

A Coram Beanstalk After School 
Book Club     

by Julie Summerfield 
 

Context 

I support children with their reading as a Coram Beanstalk reading volunteer and joined 
the Medway OU/ UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group because I wanted to explore why 
many of the children I work with no longer read simply for pleasure. Many of the 
children I support have stated, ‘I don’t like reading,’ ‘reading is too boring,’ or ‘I don’t 
have time to read.’ 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project (Cremin et al., 2014) found that by extending 
teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and talking to children about their reading 
habits and interests, teachers can guide and support children with their reading 
selections and enthuse them as readers.   

Aims  

I was interested to know why children are reluctant to read, so to help discover why, I 
created a survey. This was carried out by children for children as I thought they would 
be more honest in their answers. The survey encouraged the children to consider: ‘I 
would read more if…’ and ‘I read because…’  

The answers to this survey gave me valuable insight into the children’s thoughts and 
feelings around reading. One of the key points that I learned from the survey was that 
the children did not feel they had enough time: to choose suitable books; learn about 
other genres or authors or have enough time to read. I also discovered that many 
children thought reading was ‘boring’. 

Outline 

As a result of the survey, I thought about how I could introduce children to a greater range 
of texts and authors who would engage them.  I wanted to open their minds to some of 
the brilliant children’s literature available.  I also thought about how I could introduce 
some dedicated reading time. I also wanted to enable 
children to choose books, who wouldn’t normally have 
access to a library. Above all I also wanted to promote 
the idea of reading as a pleasurable material. 

I decided I was going to run an after-school book club.  I 
asked for donations of books from my local community 
and was inundated.  

 

In the book club, children had a lot longer than usual to choose a book.  There were lots 
of different styles and genres of books for them to choose, including picture books.  I 



 

 
 

also introduced the idea of a ‘book swap’ where children could review and then swap 
books they had enjoyed.  

At the beginning of each session, I read a picture book aloud to the group – this was to 
show the children how much fun reading can be and to demonstrate that all ages of 
children can enjoy picture books.  The older children were allowed to flop on a beanbag 
and read silently if they so wished. 

Impact 

I discovered that reluctant readers were more eager to engage with the picture books 
because there wasn’t so much text on each page.  Because of the knowledge of 
children’s literature I have gained being part of the OU/ UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group, I 
was able to guide the children towards authors and texts I thought they would enjoy and 
would build their confidence in reading.   

During shared reading sessions, children were happy to read out loud when they hadn’t 
previously had the confidence to do so. The overall impact was that the book club 
allowed children to see that books can be fun not boring and that the club had given 
them a space to create a reading community within school. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The TaRs research (Cremin et al., 2014) found that relationships around reading 
between children and between children and adults in school can be limited and more 
formal.  By providing opportunities in the book club for time to be spent browsing, 
selecting, sharing and chatting about a wide range of books, I believe that we have 
begun to break down some of the barriers in the children’s attitudes to reading.  It was 
vitally important for me to find out these obstacles so that I could present opportunities 
which would allow reader relationships to develop.   

As the TaRs research states, ‘through more informal child-initiated talk about texts – 
inside-text talk – which was rooted in friendship and affect, children shared their newly 
found enthusiasm with one another’ (Cremin et al., 2014).   

On reflection, I have learned that there are many barriers to why many children do not 
see reading as pleasurable.  I do feel, however, that many of these barriers can be 
overcome. As well as setting up a school library, I would like to find more about running 
book club sessions where parents come along and join in. I would also like to hold a 
termly after school book swap/sale where again children have access to many more 
books than they usually would. 

 

 


