
 

Opportunities for all children 

and the power of sharing and 

communicating with a wider 

audience 

For consideration within Egmont RfP award: Whole School Award 

I am a Key Stage 2 teacher and whole school English lead at St Thomas More RC Primary 

school in Middleton, Manchester. The school is based in a middle class area however the 

backgrounds of the children can vary significantly with some children having an endless 

supply of new books to read from home and some children relying purely on the books school 

has to offer them. Those children who have endless books to read are our readers and our 

writers, their vocabulary is good and their writing imaginative and skilful. But what about 

every child’s right to choose a book that interests them? What about their right to engage 

with a text which captures their imagination and builds a lifelong love of books and reading? 

Don’t all children deserve that? With this question in mind, it became my mission as whole 

school English lead (being only appointed in the role in September 2018) to ensure that every 

child in the school had similar opportunities in reading. This was where the ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ initiative in our school was born from.  

 

Following research from Cremin et al, (2014) it 

became clear that teachers as readers was imperative 

to push the reading for pleasure initiative in school. It 

was 

then that I led all staff in a new approach 

to reading in school, they needed to read 

children’s literature, share children’s 



literature, know the newest authors out there to encourage  young readers and I have to say 

they haven’t disappointed.  

From staff book box swaps to sharing favourite childhood novels with classes to really 

getting to know the most recent authors to recommend and knowing who should be 

recommended which author or which book, the staff at St Thomas More have really risen to 

the challenge. As part of my school Twitter account, I am often promoting reading, 

recommending books and conversing with authors and as part of the ‘teachers as readers’ 

push in school I find my fellow teachers tweeting about authors, books and children’s reading 

of these. 

As lead of the ‘Teachers as Readers’ project in school I have ensured that I have been seen 

to be reading a wide range of children literature at all times. As part of this I regularly 

recommend books to staff, children and parents on my twitter page (@mrscravenstm), I get 

into contact with the authors of these books and books the children in school are reading 

and have found that having direct contact with the author and being able to ask them 

questions knowing that they will be answered is a very much a driving force for children in 

their enjoyment and their want to read books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



With the thought in mind that all children should have the opportunity to read and share a 

range of literature as well as choose books they enjoy or are interested in, I began a key 

stage 2 book club. I have now been running 

this book club every week for over a year and I 

can honestly say from children’s reactions and 

their pupil voice every book club has been a 

success. Throughout each book club I have 

endeavoured to ensure that the children have 

had the opportunity to really get into a book, 

to share it with their peers, to 

communicate with the author (see 

appendix 1) and create a range of 

responses to the texts from videos to 

creative art work about the book. 

When during the first book club using 

The Storm Keeper’s Island, Catherine 

Doyle, the author was nominated for an award I spoke to the children about whether they 

would like to vote for her to win this award and whether they felt that the book was good 

enough for this.  

This really evoked some amazing discussions from the children, they needed to know which 

other authors were involved and what their books were like, which then spurred them onto 

researching and looking into books by other authors which they wanted to read. This book 

was a young boy’s journey and filled with the most elaborate descriptions. The children 

concluded that the book was outstanding enough to vote for and that they would all be 

eagerly awaiting to sequel the following July, in which case I ensured we would have some in 

school for those children who might not have 

the opportunity to read this book otherwise.  

Other book clubs included The Infinite Lives of 

Maisie Day by Christopher Edge, which 

promoted lots of science talk and led us to some 

non-fiction books, Seaglass by Elosie Williams 

which led us to discuss mental health. Next was 

The Titanic Detective Agency by Lindsay 

Littleson which was based on our Titanic topic 

for all of Lower Key Stage 2, this book led us to 

the Titanic Museum in Liverpool where we 

searched the passenger lists for the characters 



in the book because thanks to contacting the author we learned that the characters were 

real people on the Titanic (see appendix 2 and 3). The last book club has been using Matt 

Haigh The Girl who saved Christmas, which has been a magical text where the children were 

transported to Victorian Britain and the world of Charles Dickens, we were able to discuss 

him as an author and his books. Each book club has taken the children on an epic journey into 

another world and I am so thankful that I have been able to give children, who might not 

otherwise have been able to access this experience.  

As it is not possible to include all children at once in a book club, as a school we came up with 

a plan to ensure that all children had the opportunity to be immersed in the world of a good 

book on a daily basis. This was when we introduced ‘class read time’.  

This is a time in the day when 

every teacher stops what they 

are doing and reads aloud to 

their class, the children were 

invited to bring in cushions and 

pillows, the lights are dimmed, 

fairy lights turned on, the 

(digital) roaring fire on the 

board and the children get to 

just sit back and enjoy listening to a good book. Teachers in the school have noted how this 

is one of their favourite times of the day where all the class are relaxed and calm and it 

doesn’t feel like it’s an extra job to do, it feels like it’s something for teachers and children 

to look forward to in the day. 

This way every child in the class 

is being read to daily from 

Nursery to year 6. The children 

sometimes help with the 

selection of books and 

sometimes the teacher will use a 

book based on a recommendation 

from another member of staff 

who has read the book. This 

teaches the children how 

important recommendations can 

be and how we should all have a 

choice in the kind of book we would like to read and that not all types of books suit all 

people.  

Through this process children have begun to take more ownership of their reading 

choices and have made comments such as ‘Miss I just don’t think this is the book for me’ and 

they are able to understand that this is okay and pleasurable reading will only happen when; 

number one we are able to read the book., number two are able to understand the book and 



number three the book interests and excites them; they want to turn the page or read the 

next chapter because they need to know what happens next, when during class read time 

there’s an audible moan when the teacher says ‘sorry that’s all we’ve got time for’ that’s when 

you know there is an real enjoyment for reading happening and that all children are having 

the opportunity to experience that. 

As an experienced educator and lover of books, I know and understand the importance 

of children finding the right book for them. To use an example of a boy in the school who 

was a very reluctant reader to the point where his progress in reading had come to a 

standstill. While he was in Year 3 he became fascinated with Titanic and began devouring 

every information book he could find on the topic, so what did I do? I found as many non-

fiction books as well as fiction-based books such as ‘I was there.’ and he read them all, more 

than once and became a walking encyclopaedia on the Titanic! From there his love of non-

fiction books has grown and grown and I would now call him an avid reader, it just took 

finding him the right book. This child was included in the book club using The Titanic 

Detective Agency and thoroughly enjoyed this text, even tweeting the author a video to 

which she replied. Since then I have led a meeting with staff about it ‘being ok’ for children 

to read non-fiction books for pleasure and ‘yes they can choose them as their reading book’. 

Following this during parents’ information evenings held in September all Key Stage leads 

promoted reading for pleasure and ensured parents knew that the reading of non-fiction 

books is okay. Staff promoted the fact that children being read to and with at home on a 

regular basis and sharing books is key to them becoming lifelong readers. Staff shared ideas 

and promoted reading at home as not an extra ‘nightly job’ but as a time to enjoy and a time 

to be with the children. 

Finally, parents are kept informed about our progress with our reading for pleasure ethos 

via a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ termly newsletter (see appendix 4) as well as a yearly calendar of 

events which involve parents such as share a book coffee morning.  

In conclusion, St Thomas More is becoming a school where all children are given the 

opportunity to enjoy a good book and they are beginning to have more choice over the books 

they read and are becoming much more adept at choosing the right book for them. All 

children should have the opportunity 

to read a range of literature that 

interests them, stimulates them and 

teaches them. And thanks to time 

spent making links with authors via 

Twitter, children are beginning to 

engage more with a range texts 

across the school.  

Claire Craven 

 



 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 – transcripts from author chats for book clubs 

Appendix 2 - transcript of Lindsay Littleson questions 

Appendix 3 – photos of children searching the passenger 

list in the Titanic Museum. Liverpool 

Appendix 4 – other Twitter author connections, chats etc. 

Appendix 5 – reading for pleasure newsletter 

 

Appendix 1 – tweets from book clubs involving connections with authors 

Rights of the reader poster 

displayed in all class reading areas. 

All staff are aware of the rights of 

all readers in the class 



 



Appendix 2 -  transcript of Lindsay Littleson questions 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 – photos of children searching the passenger list in the Titanic Museum. 

Liverpool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 4 – other Twitter author connections, chats etc. 

 

 







  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

I was invited to join in with the monthly Primary School Book 

Club chat. 





 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our whole school reading display with children recommendations.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 5 – reading for pleasure newsletter 

STM Reading for Pleasure Newsletter 

Issue 1. January 2020 

As a school, over the last year, we have been working hard on promoting a ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ ethos throughout the school. All staff have worked exceptionally hard and really 

been ‘on board’ with all activities and events. The aim of this newsletter is to let our parents 

and carers as well as the wider community know how we are getting on with our ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ initiatives and how we are moving towards becoming a leading school in ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ but most importantly how this can benefit our children and help them to develop a 

love of reading. 

So, what have we done so far?  

Firstly, Key Stage 2 Book Clubs. These have been a huge success and I have been inundated 

with more and more children wanting to join the various book clubs I have been running. The 

first book club ran in October 2018 and there has been a book club every Wednesday with 

different groups of KS2 children since. During these book clubs children have enjoyed 

reading and sharing a book with their peers, discussing the various characters and plots of 

these books as well as engaging with a range of authors.  

Book clubs so far… 

Autumn 2 2018 – The Storm Keeper’s Island by 

Catherine Doyle (year 5/6) 

Spring 1 2019 – The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day 

by Christopher Edge (year3/4) 

Spring 2/summer 1 2019 – Seaglass by Eloise 

Williams (year 5/6_ 

Autumn 1 2019 – The Titanic Detective agency 

by Lindsay Littleson (year 4) 

Autumn 2 2019 – The Girl who Saved Christmas by Matt Haigh (year 3/4) 

Spring 1 2020 – Nevermoor by Jessica Townsend (year 6) 

The aim to begin some KS1 book club in the summer of 2020. 

You may also remember The Book People Book Bus, which came to school in Autumn 1! The 

children were so excited about choosing their own books to read! As a result of parents 

being so generous and spending so much money on books, school have been able to order new 

books for your children to enjoy in school! 

 

 



In school, all classes now have a ‘class read’ text and every class throughout the school are 

read to daily. This has proved very successful as the children love to settle down with their 

cushion, turn the lights down and sit by a (digital) roaring fire and just enjoy listening to a 

good book! 

In order to add an extra dimension to this, throughout the 

last half term the teachers and children have been enjoying 

‘class read swap’ where the children are read to by a 

different teacher. This way staff have been able to share 

the books they love with a wider audience than their own 

class. The feedback from both teachers and children has 

been very positive. 

 

Also, throughout Autumn 2 children have been engaging in 

The Random Reading Challenge 2019! There were so many 

fantastic entries and in the end all staff had to vote for 

the winners of each key stage. 

All teachers now display a ‘currently reading’ poster on 

their classroom doors so that children can idenfity 

teachers as readers too.  

School have developed a calendar of reading events to take place 

throughout the year so look out for these! The next one being a very 

exciting author visit from children’s author Jennifer Kilick.  

 

There are also ‘book box swaps’ in every classroom where children can 

bring in a book they have read and swap it for another book which someone 

else has brought in. Children are encouraged to give a recommendation for 

the book they have read. 

As well as all of this I recommend books via Twitter and connect with authors, the children 

love to hear from the actual authors of a book they are reading and even a ‘like’ or a 

‘retweet’ means the world to them! To see how I do this follow me on @mrscravenstm 

Upcoming events: 

Author visit February 2020 – letters will go out about this as books can be bought and signed 

World Book Day – March 2020 

Book in a jar competition – TBC 

Issue 2 will be out April 2020 (Easter Holidays) 

Mrs Craven – Whole School English Lead 


