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Context

 I have taught primary school children for over 11 

years.

 I teach a mixed Year 3 and 4 class at Crayke C of E 

Primary School in North Yorkshire and am English  

Co-ordinator.

 Our reading results have been consistently above 

the national average in the last few years.

 Children generally enjoy reading across the school.

 A RfP survey I administered to Key Stage 2 pupils in 

July 2019 showed that the top three favourite 

authors across every year group included only 
Roald Dahl, David Walliams and J.K Rowling.

 Children were only reading fiction texts for pleasure, 

with no poetry or non-fiction mentioned at all by 

any pupil.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

The following Open University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) findings inspired

me to develop ‘Reading for Pleasure’:

1. Developing a considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

Through analysing the results it was clear that, although our school’s results were excellent, children 

weren’t  being exposed to a wide enough range of texts for enjoyment, despite having the reading 

ability to be able to do so. We, as teachers, needed to take the lead and understand more about 

children’s literature and other texts, to be able to turn the tide on their choices of celebrity authors 

and poorer-quality texts. 

2. Knowledge of children’s reading practices

This is what started it all off; realising that, as a staff, we didn’t really know what the children were 

reading for pleasure outside of school (or if, indeed, they even were!) It was an area that had been 

left unchallenged, with the knowledge that our children were good readers in terms of their 

academic success. 

3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

 Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

It was then clear that the children needed someone to offer them recommendations of quality 

texts and the tools with which to identify quality texts and ultimately  recommend them to 

each other. 

5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. 

Developing a reading community would be crucial for the success of this ‘mission.’ It needed to be 

something sustainable and have a long term impact. (Cremin et al., 2014)



Aims

 To broaden the children’s experiences of reading books by 

different authors.

 In response to the results from the pupil RfP survey in our school, 

support children in selecting a wider range of authors and 
genres. 

 To focus on one of the aspects of the key TaRs research findings: 

“Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations” 

in addition to involving parents through developing 

“reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.”



Outline
Actions to help achieve the aims include:

 Embedding quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry books into the 

curriculum (as seen in the ‘curriculum tree’ termly overview.)

 Developing a ‘Reading Newsletter’ to be shared each term with 

parents/carers and pupils. This formed the main basis of the actions, 

making recommendations based upon pupil’s reading interests to 

broaden their reading experiences beyond the ‘celebrity’ author. 



An example of the ‘Reading Newsletter’

Zoom in to take a closer look…



Outline (Continued…)

 The reading newsletter is displayed prominently for children to see, with an 
invitation for them to make their own recommendations. It proved to be 
even more popular than I had imagined!

 Children created ‘match-BOOKS’ where they collated miniature copies of 
the front covers of books they have read for pleasure so far (on the inside of 
the match-box.) This has enabled conversations about their choices 

between pupils and has highlighted if children are reading more broadly.



 A high quality display, relating to a whole-class book (to 

be read aloud to the class purely for enjoyment,) 

enabled children to access images that would support 

them in imagining the setting and highlight key 

vocabulary for us to discuss. 

 I then set up a weekly ‘Book Club’ to provide a time 

and space for RfP.



Impact
 In a relatively short amount of time, children’s 

knowledge of other authors (beyond ‘celebrities’) has 
increased dramatically. 

 All members of staff are now more aware of what 
children are reading for pleasure and are embedding 
high quality texts across the curriculum. 

 Children are not only reading fiction; high quality non-
fiction and poetry are being read for pleasure for the 
first time.

 Parents have commented on how useful the ‘Reading 
Newsletter’ has proven to be, in supporting them to 
help make choices of books to borrow or buy.

 Evidence is clear in all teacher’s observations of shifts in 
attitude, of the recommendations children have made 
on the whole-school ‘Reading for Pleasure’ display and 
through discussions with children. Pupils are often 
overheard discussing books at lunchtime and 
approach adults daily, to discuss books they are 
reading. The impact has been dramatic; particularly in 
Key Stage 2. 



Impact (Continued)

A Wider Impact

I felt that the impact had been so positive, I had to share the ‘Reading 

Newsletter’ with other teachers, so I volunteered to hold a workshop for 

‘Reading Rocks North.’ 

Some of the teachers who had attended the workshop then used and 

adapted the format I shared, to bring the newsletter to their own schools, 

and shared it with me on Twitter:   



Reflections on impact the TaRs 

research had on practice
 The(TaRs) research really influenced me to think about the power of 

recommendations and how parent’s knowledge of authors is limited; 
they need the recommendations, too! 

 It made me consider the reading community; not just the children and 
the staff, but how the parents are so heavily involved in our 
community in taking their children to the library or buying books for 
their children. I needed to broaden their horizons, to enable the 
children to have a wider reading experience.  It also made me 
consider the wider reading community and pushed me out of my 
comfort zone, to speak at ‘Reading Rocks North’ to share my ideas 
and resources.

Next Steps:

 I am planning a ‘reading for pleasure’ parents evening, inviting in a 
local, independent bookseller to showcase a wide range of genres 
and quality texts by authors they may not have come across before, 
with the children involved in sharing discussions with parents and 
carers, too.

 I will continue to monitor children’s reading for pleasure habits more 
closely, using the reading for pleasure survey. 

 Developing a social reading environment for the children to keep the 
momentum going for themselves will be hugely beneficial. 


