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Context
 We are third year 

BA Primary 
Education students 
at the University of 
Greenwich, 
partaking in a 
Children's Literature 
course.

 This course aims to 
develop teacher’s 
as readers and 
reading teachers 
by taking us on a 
journey through 
children’s literature, 
be that poems, 
chapter books or 
picturebooks…



OU Research inspiration and rationale
Open University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) (Cremin et al., 2014) found that in 
order to foster Reading for Pleasure (RfP) effectively, teachers need to develop: 

Knowledge of 
children’s 
reading 

practices

Considerable 
knowledge of 

children’s literature 
and other texts

A reading for pleasure 
pedagogy which 

includes:
Social reading 
environments
Reading aloud

Independent reading
Informal book talk, 
inside-text talk and 
recommendations

As Reading 
Teachers: 

teachers who 
read and readers 

who teach

Reading 
communities 

that are 
reciprocal and 

interactive 



OU Research inspiration 
and rationale

 We decided to focus on ‘Teachers knowledge of 
children's literature and other texts’ because at 
the beginning of the course we felt that we had 
limited knowledge around this. This therefore 
gave us the chance to develop our subject 
knowledge around children’s literature which we 
can then take into our future practice.

 Through the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research 
we have learnt that it is important as the teacher 
to have a strong knowledge around children’s 
literature and texts (Cremin et al., 2014). This is 
because not only does it allow us to assist 
children in finding texts that engage and interest 
them in reading for pleasure, but it also can be 
implemented into our practice to teach lessons 
using these texts. 

 This links to the research finding that teachers 
need a knowledge of children's reading 
practices as this is crucial for helping children to 
enjoy reading by finding texts that suit their 
interests and the way they enjoy reading. This is 
important for classroom pedagogy as it allows us 
as teachers to ensure we are implementing 
reading opportunities and a variety of texts that 
suit all readers (Clark and Rumbold, 2006; CLPE, 
2014, Traves, 2014). 



Aims

 To develop our knowledge around a range of 
children’s authors.

 To develop our knowledge of children's texts including 
poetry, picturebooks, novels, newspapers and 
magazines.

 To understand how to find and cater texts to suit 
children's varying interests/practices and to know how 
this can consequently develop their enjoyment of 
reading.

 To know how to use our built up knowledge of 
children's literature to create reading communities that 
are reciprocal and interactive.



Reading Habits

We found it interesting to note down our daily reading habits to look further into 
how much reading we do on a daily basis. We were surprised to see quite how 
much we read without realising! This is something that may also surprise children a 
they may not realise they read as much as they do and how much of it is for 
pleasure.

Our 
Reading 

Habits

Texts/messagesSubtitles

Books

Signs
Packaging

Social Media 
posts

Magazines

News
Road Signs

EmailsTelevision guide



Reading Rivers

Both of our reading rivers showed similar patterns, 
with Jaqueline Wilson strongly influencing our 
childhood reading habits. It as clear that we both 
enjoyed reading as children, visiting libraries during 
the school holidays and taking part in reading 
challenges. Our reading ranges were limited 
though and we both agreed that we had limited 
guidance in school around choosing literature, 
identifying the importance of us having a wide 
knowledge for our own practice.



Social 
Media



Outline

We visited CLPE as part 
of our course. This 
opened our eyes to the 
vast array of children’s 
literature and specifically 
focused our knowledge 
development to poetry. 
This broadened our 
knowledge of children’s 
poets and allowed us to 
explore ways in which 
this can be taught as 
well as the importance 
of aspects such as tone 
and voice.



Outline
Our workshops allowed us to explore a range of 
children’s literature, including picturebooks and 
novels. Within these we have focused upon finding 
texts that hook children’s interests, how to teach 
reading effectively, how to explore texts and the 
importance of teacher’s knowledge of children's 
literature. We also had a guest speaker from 
Amnesty International who opened our eyes to 
how children’s literature can be used to introduce 
children to sensitive topics. 

Workshops



We visited 2 different schools 
and explored their approaches 
to developing children's interest 
in reading. 

We were able to see the 
passion that teachers had for 
developing a love of reading 
and reading for pleasure within 
children and both the 
implementations and the 
impacts around this.

Outline



Initial survey

Before we began the course, we filled out this survey to compare 
our knowledge of children’s literature and authors after we had 
finished. It was clear that this knowledge was limited to begin with, 
especially around poetry authors. 



Post course survey

After the course, our knowledge around children's authors changed 
dramatically…



Our significantly developed 
knowledge of children's poets



Impact
 Looking back to the start of the course, we often stuck 

to authors and books we liked as children. We have 
recommended Jaqueline Wilson, Roald Dahl and 
Michael Morpurgo to children and read Rumble in the 
Jungle (Giles Andreae) and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (Roald Dahl). While these are great 
authors and useful in schools, we realised this was 
limited to our own reading exposure as children. We 
were aware that this goes against our pedagogy as 
teachers because we want to inspire children as 
readers by catering for all children's interests, genres 
and practices. On completion of the course, we now 
have an expansive knowledge around children's 
literature and authors. We are both massive fans of 
picturebooks, chapter books and poetry dating right 
up to 2019!

 In school, this will allow us to recommend a range of 
literature to children and plan lessons using our 
knowledge around this. We feel confident enough 
now to talk to children and other teachers about a 
wide variety of books and have been lucky enough to 
be introduced to books tackling difficult topics which 
can assist with PSHE and current issues.

 Our attitudes towards reading children's literature for 
pleasure have now been greatly enhanced as we are 
now feeling positive towards this aspect of our 
practice….including reading in our own time.



Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

All of the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research outcomes will 
influence our future practice, however we feel the most 
important is creating a social environment for reading to 
happen by talking about books, reading aloud together 
and alone and providing recommendations for books 
because we as teachers should be able to inspire children 
as readers by providing even the most reluctant readers with 
a reason to read.
Next steps:
 We want to apply our knowledge of children’s literature 

and authors to our practice and lesson planning.
 We would like to develop our knowledge around 

children’s non-fiction texts
 We would like to frequently introduce ourselves to 

children’s book lists so that our knowledge of children’s 
literature stays current.



“Reading is a 
joyous 
experience, 
whether you're 
diving headfirst 
into a brand new 
book or 
rereading an old 
favourite.” (Alex 
Weiss, 2016)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Weiss, A. (2016) 27 Beautiful Quotes On Reading And The Joy That It Brings. Available at:  https://www.bustle.com/articles/154201-27-beautiful-quotes-on-reading-and-the-joy-that-it-brings (Accessed: 27 November 2019)







Reading for 
pleasure is 

about reading 
what you want, 

where you 
want and to 

who you 
want….
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