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Context

 We are studying BA Primary Education at the University of 
Greenwich.

 We are currently in our final year.

 Although both of us are passionate about reading, we 
quickly realised through taking part in this project that our 
knowledge of literature is not very broad.

 Our practical classroom experiences span from Reception 
to Year 4.



Our research inspiration and rationale

 Striking findings from Teachers as Readers (TaRs ) research (Cremin et al., 2008) found that 
our knowledge and attitudes to reading were common.  This research found that 73.2% of 
teachers read for pleasure but have a limited knowledge of children’s literature.  With 
insufficient knowledge of children’s texts, teachers are unable to build on the children’s 
experience of literature and foster reading for pleasure.  They are not adequately able to 
make recommendations and support children to develop a broad and wide love of 
reading.  This encouraged us to develop our own knowledge in order to share this 
understanding and pleasure with the pupils we work with. 



Aims

 We found that our knowledge of children's literature was very limited. Therefore, we 
wanted to broaden our knowledge of texts so that we can support the children we work 
with to develop their own love of reading.

 We intended to use a wide range of texts written for a range of purposes and audiences 
in our future practice.  We aimed that this by sharing a wide variety of texts, we would be 
allowing pupils to connect with at least one text or type of text and spark their interest. 

 We wished to move away from using over familiar or dominant authors that we were 
exposed to throughout our childhood and find a new range of authors which resonate 
with children today. 



Outline
We set up a Facebook page and Twitter account, exploring new texts and connecting with other people’s 
opinions/recommendations.

We posted our own opinions and activities which allowed us to see other recommendations or activities related to the 
texts which other people have used. We also saw different texts people explored which gave us ideas for our own 
practice.



The Centre for Literacy in Primary Education library: developing our 
knowledge of poetry
During a visit to the CLPE’s library in Southwark, we explored poetry and were given an opportunity 
to look around the amazing library. We were taught how poetry could be used to engage readers 
throughout the curriculum. In the session, we performed poetry (something we had not done since 
school) and this gave us confidence to not only model this in the classroom but to also use a range 
of techniques to teach performance poetry. 



Text Potential: 
exploring picture 
books and how they 
can link to the wider 
curriculum

We explored a range of texts, written for different 
purposes and on different themes. We explored 
text mapping which allowed us to investigate the 
books and explore how they could be used to 
support learning across the curriculum. This 
showed us how books which are read for 
pleasure can also be used to support learning 
and explore emotions! This is a technique that we 
will use in our own practice. 



Amnesty International: 
representation and current social 
issues

We read a range of great books, typically used to 
promote reading for pleasure and explored how they 
could be used to investigate the individual rights of each 
person. These wonderful children’s books can also be 
used to explore sensitive subjects such as immigration.  



 This is an activity that we 
created based on the 
input from Amnesty 
international.

 We thought about ways to 
introduce the topic of 
refugees in the classroom 
and the things that pupils 
might consider when 
going to a new country.

 The book would be read 
aloud to the children and 
appropriate activities 
undertaken to explore the 
themes of the text.



Impact

 Through mapping text potential we saw how texts could be used to 
support learning across the curriculum.  This demonstrated how , 
significant books are. 

 The Facebook and Twitter page has helped us access a range of new 
texts and authors through suggestions and different users’ opinions.  This 
has allowed us access to an online community of readers. 

 Visiting CLPE and taking part in their workshop developed our subject 
knowledge of poets and children's poetry.  This was probably our weakest 
area. It also gave us opportunity to improve our confidence in performing 
poetry and gave us practical techniques to use in class. 

 Amnesty International taught us how to use ‘normal’ books to discuss and 
explore sensitive topics. We used mapping further to think about groups of 
people who we may not have generally considered a minority.



Reflection

 Our final surveys demonstrate that we have expanded 
our knowledge of children’s texts, authors and poets.  
This will enable us to share this knowledge with 
children.  The TaRs research states that by developing 
knowledge of children’s literature, teachers’ 
confidence, understanding and pleasure in reading a 
wider range of text is affected and this in turn impacts 
on the children's knowledge and enjoyment of a wider 
range of texts (Cremin et al., 2014).

 As we go onto our teaching practice, we are more 
confident identifying, presenting and discussing a range 
of children's literature with young readers.

 Previously, we were not confident using poetry with older 
readers but have since seen the power of using this type 
of writing throughout all key stages. 

 We are now better equipped at targeting children who 
may be hard to reach and have found that ANY type of 
reading is good reading. 
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