
‘Child-led Read Aloud Assemblies
@ PB creates a love of reading for all’

by Helen Mason



Context

Puss Bank School and Nursery is a larger than average sized primary school (lying between 
the 80th and 100th percentiles nationally) situated in a residential area of Macclesfield and 
is in close proximity to the Peak District. The school is housed in a number of buildings 
across our large site. 

The socio-economic backgrounds of pupils are varied. There are 470 pupils on roll, 264 
boys and 206 girls.   59 children are currently on the special educational needs register, 
including 15 pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Educational Heath 
Care Plans, which is much higher than national. We Joined The Aspire Educational Trust in 
January 2018.



Context

I have taught for over 13 years in schools across Cheshire East.  This is my 6th Year of 
teaching at Puss Bank Primary School and Nursery.  

I was appointed as Key Stage One Lead in 2013 and I have recently moved to Lower Key 
Stage Two Lead.  I am the joint English Lead and I currently teach in Year 3. As a child, I 
loved picture books and still do! 



OU Research Inspiration and 
rationale 

The Teachers as Readers research had found that reading 
aloud was a core part of RfP pedagogy (Cremin et al., 
2014) and that children’s agency and choice was key 
especially as they get older.

So we planned to hand more of the assembly reading 
space to our KS2 children.



Aims

To develop children’s reading aloud confidence and their 
desire to read through holding regular  child-led ‘read aloud’ 
assemblies. 

. 

Through pupil voice we found that children 
enjoy reading. We were concerned that 

the rate of enjoying reading was lower than 
expected.

Do you enjoy reading?
KS1 79%  KS2 83%

Rate your enjoyment of reading. 1 – 10 
KS1(7+) 63%  KS2(7+)  52%



Outline

How we started …

One of our Year 6 teachers had a fantastic idea! Why not let 
children read aloud in assemblies. 

Six children from Year 6 were chosen to read a story aloud to the 
rest of the KS2 children.

At the beginning of the assembly each child ‘promoted’ their 
book.

They then sat around the edge of the hall. 

KS2 children then had free choice on what book they wanted to 
listen to. 



Outline

Group sizes  vary



Outline

Reading aloud  confidence is growing



Outline
Year 6 Reader

Year 3 Reader



Outline

Captive audiences!



Outline

How it has progressed…

Other year groups wanted to join in! 

We now have a different year group each half term reading aloud 
in assemblies. 

Year 5 read books by Jackie Morris

Year 4 read books by Lauren Child

Year 3 read their favourite reads! 

Last assembly of this year teachers will read their favourite books 
in their best Christmas jumper!



Impact

The rating of enjoyment (+7) has increased from 52% to 81% in KS2. 

Children are discussing books they have shared in assembly and 
borrowing them from school. 

Children have begun to take more ownership of their reading by 
deciding which books to read aloud at assemblies.

Staff have enjoyed these assemblies and are testing out variations in 
their own classrooms. 



Rate your enjoyment of reading. 1 – 10 
Baseline KS1(7+) 63% KS2(7+) 52%

Final KS1(7+) 75%  KS2(7+)  81%

Impact

We recognise that developing and enriching our RfP practice over the 
last year has influenced the children’s enjoyment, but consider the read 
aloud assemblies have played a part. They are child-owned spaces and 
generate ongoing interest and enthusiasm.



Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

The Teachers as Readers research has influenced my understanding of the 
impact of creating a dedicated time for reading aloud. 

This is an idea that has grown and grown, we read aloud regularly in 
classrooms too .

Children are loving reading stories to their peers. It gives them a great 
sense of achievement when they have a read a whole book. 

Next steps 
Invite KS1 to hold similar style assemblies once a half term.

Invite other adults in and out of school to read aloud in assemblies such 
as T.As, office staff, governors and parents. 



“There is no such thing as a child who hates 
to read; there are only children who have 

not found the right book” 

Frank Serafini
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