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 Context 
Our school is a vibrant, multicultural community, where pupils aged from 3-11 years and from many 

different backgrounds get on very well together.   We are a two form entry school up to Year 3 growing 

year on year and we have a new Key Stage Two building, which opened in September 2017.   90% of pupils 

come from ethnic minority backgrounds.  61% of pupils have English as an additional language.  There are 

40 different languages spoken by pupils at home. Some pupils join the school speaking no English at all.  

30% of pupils are SEND.    

At Mellers, we want to give an education of the highest standard, we aim for excellence in all our school 

activities and encourage every child, whatever their ability, to achieve the best they possibly can every 

day. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
The TaRs research (Cremin et al., 2009) found that, in order to effectively foster reading for pleasure, 

teachers need to develop social reading environments. 
  
We recognised that our classroom reading areas were looking tired, uninspiring and cluttered.  In some 

cases it was a struggle to actually identify a reading area.   

 

 
Aims 
We wanted to work with the children to provide reading spaces that would help to foster good reading 

habits, encourage a love of reading, allow the children to feel relaxed and comfortable in their spaces and 

to promote ‘book talk’. In order to achieve this we aimed: 

• To improve the classroom reading environment through improved use of book corners 

• To give the children ownership over the reading corners 

 

Outline 
• We wanted the children to take ownership for their spaces, to take pride in their book corners, 

the books in them and to design them with their ideas in mind.    

• We met with the school council to share thoughts and opinions.  They suggested a competition to 

be judged on World Book Day to identify the most improved reading corner that promoted 

reading for pleasure 

• We held an extra staff meeting where the RfP pedagogy and research was shared.  We were 

clear that we were not looking for artistic creations but more about the use of the space and 

how much it enabled the reading community to develop 

• Teachers set to work on their book corners 

• The School Council judged the book corners and announced the winning ones in assembly 

• Follow up work assessed the impact 



Impact 
The reading corners were transformed. 

   All areas:  

• were designed by the children in the class 

• encouraged children to share their books and make 

recommendations to each other 

• offered cosy and inviting spaces for children 

• were accessible and well organised with clear labels 

• were obvious spaces dedicated to encourage reading for 

pleasure 

Teachers were asked about the use in their classrooms: 

 

‘I don’t take any responsibility for that space. It is theirs to be in 

charge of.’ 

 

‘I have noticed more challenging reads getting picked up since I put 

them into genres.’ 

 

‘They love to sit in the reading corner and read books together.  

I’ve noticed that lots of the more able readers pair up with the less 

able readers.’ 

 

‘I introduced a puppet theatre into my reading area so they can act 

out the stories and use story specific language – they love it.’ 

 

‘Needing to make a conscious effort to give the children time to use the reading corner has meant that 

they talk about their books and share their thoughts.  They enjoy using the resources to make 

recommendations etc.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



I like having 
cushions to sit on. 

In response to being asked what they like about the improved reading areas, the children said: 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

As a school, we are much more aware of the importance of building communities of readers and that the 

talk around a book is as vital as the reading of the book.  We are more interested in the purpose and 

function of the reading corner rather than how it looks.  We feel this is an ongoing project. 

We aim to build on the work we have done in the classroom to improve the entire school’s reading 

environment to further build our reading community. 

 
 

I like reading in a 
tent. 

I like the dual 
language books. 

Once a week someone 
is invited to use it and 
have tea and biscuits. 

It is nice and 
cosy. 


