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Context 

• We are KS1 teachers at Lowerplace Primary School in Rochdale  
• We are trying to improve reading for pleasure  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

Teachers as Readers (Cremin et al., 2014) found that in order to foster RfP effectively, 
teachers need to develop “Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive”.  

We are aiming to achieve a Reading for Pleasure pedagogy across KS1. We feel that it is a 
crucial part of children learning to read and encouraging them to enjoy and find a love for 
reading.  

Aims  

• We aim to research the impact of completing book reviews to encourage reading for 
pleasure 

• Do children want to read recommended books by their peers? Will they be more 
enthusiastic to pick up a book that their friends really like? 
 

Outline 

• Book reviews were completed during ERIC (Everyone Reads in Class) time, guided 
reading, English lessons, and set for reading homework 

• We have created a relaxing reading area so children can really sink into a book 

• Book reviews are shared with peers. Discussions took place about book reviews and 
recommendations for books has worked well.  

• Books that are recommended by children are read by adults and discussions are held 
before and after reading the books. 



 

 
 

 

Impact 

• Children have really enjoyed completing book reviews – they will independently 
complete book reviews in the reading area.  

• Children are a lot more confident with sharing their thoughts and expressing their 
ideas and feelings towards books 

• Children look to their peers for support with reading and for good books to read.  

• Children show a lot more enthusiasm when an adult is reading a book and they are 
keen to discuss their thoughts and feelings once completed the book. 

 

ROGO model evidence base National Literacy Trust 2017, page 2 



 

 
 

 

Examples of our book reviews:  

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

• It has been good for me to see how children respond to each other when they are 
completing book reviews.  

• The children have a lot more respect for books and their peers’ thoughts and 
feelings towards books. 

• I am finding myself reviewing books after reading them to the children. 



 

 
 

• I feel that RfP has had a significant impact on children’s vocabulary. They are using a 
wider range of story language both orally and in their work. 

• I feel that I will carry on with encouraging children to complete book reviews due to 
the positive impact it has had.  

• I will continue to send reading homework home with children that includes the use 
of book reviews.  

 
 

  


