
IGNITING A SPARK USING INTERACTIVE BOOKS 
 

Context 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• I am a volunteer reading partner at a primary school in Dorset. 
• I spend 20 minutes one afternoon each week with four children from Year 1 

and Year 2. 
• All four children have English as an additional language. 

 
 
 
 



Research, Inspiration and Rationale 
 
 

• The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2008, 2009, 2014) identifies four pedagogic 
practices crucial in developing a robust Reading for Pleasure (RfP) pedagogy in schools: social 
reading environments; reading aloud; informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations 
and independent reading time. as an important element of a reading for pleasure pedagogy. 

• The children I see each week have English as an additional language and are reluctant to read 
actual words or they can read but don’t comprehend or retain interest in a given book. 

• I was therefore searching for new ways to excite them and keep the interest in a book going, so I 
decided to use interactive books, lift the flap books, and puzzle books to support me and explore 
how informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations could help encourage these 
readers. 

 
“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read, there are only children who have 

not found the right book.”  Frank Serafini 
• As stated on the Open University website: https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-

pleasure, talking about reading is intrinsically important in helping develop motivation to read and 
the will to read influences the skill.  
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Aims 
I aimed to support the children to: 
• show enjoyment in choosing a book; 
• enjoy, discuss and interact with me as a reading partner and encourage a two-way 

conversation; 
• allow the children to read for pleasure without the constraints of formal reading, e.g. 

have fun with interactive books. 
 
Outline 
To achieve these aims I: 
• asked advice from my Dorset Reading Partners (DRP) volunteer coordinator; 
• resourced interactive, lift the flap and puzzle books from the local library and DRP book 

supply; 
• looked on YouTube at demonstrations of interactive books to gain ideas for 

conveying enthusiasm.



Here are some of the books I used: 

➢ Press Here - Herve Tullet 
➢ Say Zoop - Herve Tullet 
➢ Amazing Anthony Ant - Lorna and Graham Philpot 
➢ Usbourne Around the World Mazes - Sam Smith 
➢ What’s in the Witch’s Kitchen - Nick Sharratt 
➢ Shark in the Dark - Nick Sharratt 
➢ Spot the Shark in the Ocean - Stella Maidment 
➢ Goldilocks and the Three Bears - Tony Mitton 
➢ The Three Little Pigs - Nick Sharratt 
➢ People and Places - Emma Godfrey 
➢ In a Scary Old House - Harriet Ziefert and Mavis Smith 
➢ Dear Zoo - Rod Campbell 
➢ Spot Goes to the Farm - Eric Hill 
➢ Look What I've Found Flip the Flap - Nick Sharratt 
➢ Lego Pop-up - Matthew Reinhart 
➢ Big and Busy How Things Go - Hermione Edwards and Holly 

Russell 
➢ The Incredible Cabinet of Wonders - Joe Fullman. 



 
Impact 

 
• I have been pleasantly surprised by the impact a different kind of book has had on 

the children’s engagement. 
• The lift the flap books have been great for one child who struggles with the words. He 

became very excited to lift the flap and guess what was underneath. 
• It’s lovely to see a smile on the children’s faces, anticipating the next page, knowing they 

can participate and enjoy a book even though they can’t read the words. 
• After enjoying a book together in this way, the children were able to retell the story. 
• The same has been true of the puzzle books as it enabled the child to get into a story, 

talking about many different subjects and also enjoying interaction with me as a reading 
partner.



 
Child 1: “I love the 3 in 1 page because it is fun to lift 
the flaps and the book gives me ideas of what to 
make.” 

 
Child 2: “It’s fun to find my way out of the mazes.” 
 
Child 3: “I really love this book because it’s fun and 
colourful and I really like the witch when she pops up at 
the end.” 

Child 4: “My favourite page of this book is when I have 
to clap really loud and it makes the yellow dot get too 
big for the page.” 



Impact 
 

One child, who was reluctant to choose a book to read, showed great 
enthusiasm when I introduced a football magazine. He was happy to 
explain the pages to me and would then read several segments aloud 
which kept his interest and opened up more conversation. 

As the weeks went by, I noticed the children would come to my 
table, smiling and were happy to choose to read and talk about 
these alternative books. On one occasion, after enjoying the book of 
mazes and learning that we wouldn’t be meeting due to half term, 
he asked if I could go to his house with the book! 



Reflections 
 
• Introducing interactive books to the children  enabled 

them to view books/reading in a more fun way.   
• It encouraged a more relaxed atmosphere/approach to 

RfP, often resulting in the children wanting the session to  
continue for longer. 

• I’d noticed that before introducing interactive books 
the children were more difficult to engage, whereas 
now they are keen to come and reluctant to leave.  

• Doing this research has given me, as a reading 
partner, more confidence, enthusiasm and 
equipped me with tools to help the reluctant 
reader. 

• It’s made me more aware of pop ups for older children too.



Reflections 
 
Moving forward, although I won’t have the same children next year, this project has 
given me more tools to help and encourage reluctant readers.  Also I have realised that I 
shouldn’t limit a book to a child's age.  For example, I presumed that the Herve Tullet 
books may be too simple for a Year 2 child.  In fact, were thoroughly enjoyed. 

 

Before the project, my focus as a reading partner was on the children reading the books 
to me, but now  I realise it’s crucial the children are enjoying a book, are enthused by it,  
and  learn to be able to talk about what they have liked, and why. 

 
“I really liked shaking 
the book and blowing 
on the page.” 
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