
 

 
 

 

Giving children 
ownership in reading 

 

J. Dunne and A. Cooper 

Context:  Parkdale School, Nottingham – Transform Trust. 420 primary aged pupils. 

Recently, we have focused on developing children’s independent reading strategies and 
reading for enjoyment through various school initiatives. This academic year, we have focused 
on ‘closing the gap for boys in reading and writing.’  

OU Research inspiration and rationale – Reading for Pleasure 

• The OU/ UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group, led by Sophie May in Hull helped us consider the Teachers as Readers 
research which highlighted that children often get ‘little say’ in the class books chosen or their reading environment 
and that agency and ownership are critical to developing readers (Cremin et al., 2014) .                                                                                                                  

 

• ‘Engaging Learners’ by Andy Griffith and Mark Burns explicitly recommends giving ownership to children. ‘Choice 
makes for a more relaxed learning environment and helps children feel more engaged.’  The book about 
outstanding teaching is an easy read with many valuable suggestions to inspire. 

 
It sometimes takes educational specialists to remind us to loosen our reins a little. So that’s what we did – we got the 
kids designing their own reading corner and running their own Book Awards – all by themselves! 

 

Aims : Social Reading Environments and ‘better’ Book Talks  

• We wanted the children to design, fund and resource our classroom reading corner themselves, to create an 

environment where they would want to curl up with a good book.  

• To organise and hold a Class Book Awards based on the class texts we’ve read this year. To promote better quality 

book-talks basically!!! 

Outline   

1) Classroom reading environment – Children as decision makers and fundraisers 

At the beginning of the year, our Y5 class decided what they would like in their reading corner. A few simple requests 

were: 

 

 

“Can we have magazines as I find this better if I 
only have a bit of time to read?”  Lewis 
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The children devised their own fundraiser. The remit was that it had to be just 
our class as we would be the only ones to benefit. In the end, the class 
decided they would do ‘extra’ jobs at home to earn pocket money for our 
reading corner – no more than £3 each as we agreed that it was about 
everyone (that could) contributing a little. Two children compiled a letter, 

which we sent home and after 
about 3 weeks we had raised 
£72.  

After votes and research on 
eBay and Amazon, 2 
beanbags, cushions and a few magazines were bought. The children 
decorated a working wall 
in it after looking at ideas 
on Pinterest and we used 
part of an old carpet and 
rattan bench seat from 
the teacher’s attic, plus 
lovely homemade 

cushions from one of the children. We celebrated our achievement by 
putting our little fundraising certificates on the wall. We love our little 
chilled area and the children often choose to have 30-minute treat time 
reading in the reading corner. It proves it doesn’t have to cost the earth 
to mean the world to the children.    

 

2) Book Talks: End of Year Book Awards  

To promote more engaging book talks, we decided to host our own Y5 Book 
Awards. The class texts that we read together were: 

• Children of Winter by Berlie Doherty 

• Cosmic by Frank Cotrell Boyce 

• The Viewer by Shaun Tan and Gary Crew 

• Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird 

 

Choosing the award name and categories for the awards 

 

The children named the awards ‘Bookmania’ 
then worked in small groups to decide the 
categories for the awards. They chose:                                                                
Best Overall Book                                    
Favourite Character                             
Strongest Message 



 

 
 

Book discussions 

  We held informal book chats on each of the categories for the awards. These talks were 
held in relaxed settings in the classroom and outside.  

Formal debate: We held a formal class debate between the books. The very confident 

readers were the debating panel whilst the rest of the class looked up ‘good book club 
questions’ to use in our debate and each prepped one question to ask. The debate 
initiated quality discussions and the ‘Greater depth’ children rose to the challenge of 

justifying and 
proving their 
explanations – 
great modelling.  

We all genuinely enjoyed it. 

 

 

 

 

The Class Book Awards 

After our discussions, children voted for their favourites against each of the 
categories and the votes were counted and verified! The actual awards’ 
ceremony was hosted by the children in a fun and showbiz manner with the results in sealed envelopes. (Next year we 
will do this earlier as it was a little rushed in the final week.)  

There was a real buzz afterwards as children discussed the results and chatted about what they had voted for – great 
high-level book talks happening – bit of a light bulb moment for some of the children.  

Impact 

These practical examples (nothing revolutionary) have continued to push reading for enjoyment in Year 5. The children 
are genuinely talking about books and wanting to read for pleasure more in their ‘personally designed’ reading corner.  

The book discussions - especially during the debate - was the best we’ve done all year and we will definitely introduce 
more book debates next year as they really provide model answers for those children who struggle to give detail in 
comprehension questions. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

We would definitely like to repeat this next year and will be recommending it in our ‘sharing good practice’ staff meetings. 
We were impressed with the children’s sense of ownership in fundraising and designing the reading corner. Running their 
own Book Awards made Y5 more engaged. It also gave us an incentive to read and get more texts finished. This work, 
linking to the TaRs findings came from the children themselves – definitely created extra impact and enjoyment.  

 


