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Context

• I have been a Volunteer Reading Partner with Dorset Reading 
Partners for 8 years.  My objective  is to make reading fun and 
enjoyable.

• I work with 3 Year 1 boys and 1 Year 2 boy in a one entry 
Primary School in a small coastal town for 20 minutes each 
week.



OU Research Inspiration and Rationale

• Rhyming/singing is nurturing and starts in babyhood.

• Use of rhyming continues from preschool right through to the end 
of Year 2, helping with phonics.

• Phonic reading books have a purpose in cementing phonics but are 
not always fun.

• Children need to have access to  more imaginative and fun books 
with rhyming.

• Rhyming helps children to predict and gives sense of achievement.

• Rhyming can help with spelling (although not always!) e.g. kittens 
and mittens are spelt the same apart from the first letter but what 
about whales and nails?  We have therefore also used Bananagrams 
as a way of learning and playing with different phonic spellings.

• OU Research (Cremin et al., 2014) highlights the benefits of reading 
aloud and the enjoyment that can be taken from the sounds of 
words.



Aims

To increase my own knowledge of 
rhyming and poetry books available 

by using DRP resources and 
Dorset/South West Libraries.

To make our weekly sessions fun by 
introducing different styles of rhyming 
books.

To show the children how it can be easier 
to read rhyming books.  This then leads 
to their increased confidence and overall 
enjoyment.



Outline

Bananagrams

We looked at how words 
are made up by using 
Bananagrams to find other 
words that rhyme.

We also used Bananagrams 
to look at how words can 
sound the same but are 
not always spelt the same.



Outline

Poetry
We read poetry to get more 
feeling and rhythm. We also 
used different voices in our 
shared reading of a poem.

Rhyming poems are easier to 
learn by heart (especially if 
they are funny), which fits with 
the new literacy curriculum 
which states:-

“learning to appreciate rhymes 
and poems, and to recite some 
by heart”.



Books used

• Oi Cat! - Kes Gray and Jim Field
• Oi  Dog! - Kes & Claire Gray and Jim Field
• Oi Frog! – Kes Gray and Jim Field
• Room on the Broom –Julia Donaldson
• Busy Airport – Louise Forshaw(moving parts and rhyming)
• In the Jungle – Axel Scheffler (moving parts and rhyming)
• Tabby McTat – Julia Donaldson
• Hop on Pop –Dr Seuss 
• What the Ladybird Heard – Julia Donaldson & Lydia Monks
• Animal Rhymes – Rod Campbell
• What’s in the Witch’s Kitchen- Nick Sharratt
• Toddle Waddle- Julia Donaldson & Nick Sharratt
• There’s a Wocket in my Pocket – Dr Seuss
• Shuffle and Squelch – Julia Donaldson & Nick Sharratt
• Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy – Michael Rosen & Quentin Blake
• The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems

Outline



Impact

• We now have a larger selection of rhyming books that are 
specifically aimed at KS1 children and are fun to read.

• We try to use poetry in every session.

• My personal knowledge of children’s books has improved and 
is more up to date.

• Our reading is more animated.

• The reading elements of our sessions have become more fun 
because we are using funny rhyming books.

• Challenging words have become easier to read and decode 
with use of the rhyming element, and the children show a 
sense of achievement at successfully decoding a word.

• The children will now often choose a rhyming book over other 
books available.



Impact

A survey of the participating children has 
established that:

Two of children now prefer the reading 
part of our sessions more than the talking 
and games.

Three of the children now mark 
themselves as okay readers and one as a 
good reader.  It is positive that none of 
them now see themselves as poor 
readers.

Two say they like reading, one is okay with 
reading and one still does not like reading.

They all loved doing a survey!



Books used which have been particularly successful are:

Oi Cat
Oi Dog
Oi Frog
The children love these books , they are fun, rhyming, show that words can sound same but 
may not be spelt the same way.

In the Jungle 
Busy Airport 
Both these  books having moving parts as well as rhyming so they were always popular.

Shuffle and Squelch
Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy 
The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems
All these have been good introduction of poetry to the children and to me.

Room on the Broom 
Tabby McTat
Both good stories which I can read to the children but still have a rhyming element.  

Impact



Reflections

• This project has made me a better Reading Partner by:
– Being more aware of which  elements of our session the 

children like best and how the children see themselves as 
readers (by use of a simple survey).

– Widening my knowledge of up to date children’s books.
– Gaining more confidence in my own abilities to make it a fun 

session.
• Poetry books should always  be available in my sessions as there 

has been a positive response to them.
• Rhyming books should be available in the choice of books on offer, 

especially if they are funny or having moving parts.
• Ensuring the sessions are fun  is the most important thing, and 

letting the child choose what they want to read or to have read to 
them.


