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Context

 Sandhurst Primary School in Lewisham

 As a school, we have been working to improve 
reading skills through the Destination Reader and 
Daily Supported Reading schemes. 

 We have also been working to promote reading for 
pleasure as a whole school and now have a range 
of pop-up reading areas throughout the school, in 
addition to our school library.



OU Research inspiration 

and rationale

We were inspired by the TaRs research findings, in particular; 

3.  A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

Social reading environments

Reading aloud

Independent reading

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.

(Cremin et al., 2014) 



Aims

 To create a social reading environment within the classroom 

 To promote positive attitudes towards reading

 To broaden the children’s awareness of authors and genres



Background

 At the beginning of the year, many children in both classes 

(particularly low attaining children) liked listening to their teacher read 

to them but did not enjoy reading independently or reading at home. 

At least one child went as far as to say she hated reading!

 The children also had a low awareness of different authors, with some 

children struggling to name even one author they knew of.



Outline

To develop our social reading environments and promote informal 

book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations we: 

 Revamped reading corners

 Created reading displays

 Gave children ownership of reading areas inside classroom and 

choice of book (free choice reading)



Outline

 Sharing books during reading time (not just silent reading)

 Choice of where to read

 Recommendation spaces



Outline

 Sharing books with the class



Outline

 Library visits



Impact

 All children are more engaged with reading (most noticeable for LA)

 Children are still talking during reading time but now they’re talking 

about books

 Children are actively asking for new books, recommendations and 

more opportunities to take ownership of their reading journeys

 There is greater interest in the library 

 More children are taking an active interest in class libraries and 

wanting to blur the lines between reading at home and reading at 

school



Impact



Impact



Reflections on impact on your practice

 Create a range of spaces for reading – both inside and outside the 

classroom 

 Give children choices: choice of what to read, how to read and 

where to read

 Share new books regularly with children

 Show the children that we love reading as well! 


