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Context 
St Anthony’s Primary School serves the area of Johnstone in Renfrewshire, and 
caters to a high level of pupils on the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD). There are 29% on the school roll that fall into SIMD1 or SIMD2 – the 
highest level of deprivation. Raising attainment in literacy was a key focus of the 
School Improvement Plan and the realisation that increasing pupil motivation 
towards reading was paramount led to a complete overhaul of our literacy 
practices. 
  

Research inspiration and rationale 
Our whole school approach came as a result of our involvement in the 
Renfrewshire Literacy Approach. The main aim of the approach is ‘to improve 
standards in reading across Renfrewshire and to instil a life-long love of reading 
in children from an early age’ (Renfrewshire Council, Online). As a result we 
became aware of the ‘3 domain model’ and the need to recognise the cultural 
capital that the pupils bring with them to school as learning opportunities. This 
led to the staff team reflecting on the methods that were currently being 
implemented with regard to reading and how this could be adapted to best fit 
the needs of our learners. 
 

Aims  

• To try to close the attainment gap between the most and least 
disadvantaged children (tackling ‘word poverty’). 

• To ensure that teachers feel confident in supporting pupils with reading, 
making recommendation and selecting appropriate texts. 

• To ensure that pupils have an enthusiastic approach to reading and 
develop a love for books. 

• To create a reading culture among pupils where they take responsibility 
for their own text selections and recommending texts to their peers. 

• To provide access to different types of text (including chapter/picture 
books, digital texts, poetry etc). 

 



 

 
 

Outline 
• In order for staff to gain confidence in creating a reading culture for 

pupils, staff at St. Anthony’s enrolled in a ‘Children’s Literature and 
Theory’ masters module, led by Dr. Vivienne Smith of Strathclyde 
University. This allowed for staff to be exposed to different types of 
genre, text and authors and generally broaden their knowledge of 
children’s literature. The level of dialogue that this created within the 
staff team led to the creation of an inter-authority book group, whereby 
staff could keep sharing new literary discoveries with one another. 

• To create a passion for reading, cosy and inviting reading areas were 
established. Each class teacher (in collaboration with their pupils) took 
ownership of their reading corners, creating spaces to showcase the 
wealth of books on offer. Different mediums for reading were added to 
the libraries in the form of newspapers, poetry and graphic novels.  

• Pupils are encouraged to share their opinions about the books that they 
have read through peer recommendations, 30 second sells, tweets and 
QR codes that they add to books. They take part in reading cafes where a 
social element is added to reading and they share a juice and a biscuit 
with friends whilst discussing their favourite books. 

• An author of the month is shared throughout the school, with a sharing 
board on display at the reception. This allows the children to find out 
more about the authors and illustrators, as well as make links to other 
books that they may like. 

• Open afternoons where parents come to the classroom to join in with 
story-telling sessions have been a great success. These have allowed 
teachers to model story telling and questioning strategies with parents, as 
well as how to use intonation and props to engage the children with the 
story. 

• Giving autonomy to pupils in how they respond to texts has had a 
considerable impact on their enjoyment and engagement with reading. 
Moving away from the traditional novel study of reading around the class 
to one book with the teacher reading to the pupils, has allowed for pupils 
to become truly immersed in the story without fear of being called to 
read. This in turn has produced rich responses from pupils. The use of 
reading journals which permit the pupils to record their thoughts in their 
own styles (text, images, etc.) has meant that we can cater to different 
learning styles.  

• The use of Aidan Chambers ‘3 Sharings’ method during our reading times 
has allowed for pupils to really engage and talk about their likes, dislikes, 
puzzles and connections. Pupils now understand that there are no ‘right 
or wrong’ answers when responding to text and that everyone’s opinion 
is equally valid. 

• A robust recommendation cycle has been created within the school’s 
reading ethos. Pupils are now aware that the teachers are also readers of 



 

 
 

children’s literature and so actively seek out adults for recommendations 
of new authors or genres to try. This of course works both ways and 
pupils will also return to the adults to discuss the book or recommend 
something else that they have read. This beautiful culture of sharing book 
with one another has really increased the social aspect of reading in our 
school.  

• Due to how fully the school embraced new reading strategies, members 
of the staff team were also involved in a Renfrewshire local authority 
literacy training DVD which is used to give teachers ideas of how to better 
engage children with reading. 

• The creation of 3 literacy champions leading staff in literacy development. 

 

Impact 

 

We have demonstrated impact in a variety of ways; 

There is a tangible increase in our leaners’ literacy awareness since the 
initial questionnaire. Children are significantly more able, not only to 
state they enjoy reading but to elaborate, discuss favourite authors and 
recommend to peers. As a result we see the increase in the ‘reading for 
fun’ element. The social aspect of reading has been developed and is not 
solely viewed as an instructional task, but something to be enjoyed.   

Our learners now see themselves as readers. 
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In terms of attainment against the national expectation, outlined in the 
Scottish Curriculum, our learners are demonstrating clear success over 
the course of each academic year. There is a large percentage of children 
meeting and exceeding this expectation for reading. There is an exception 
for our P7 class, due to adverse external factors for a small number of 
children.  

 

Reflections  
Our children talk eloquently about books and have a shared vocabulary that 
allows them to share their thoughts and opinions with confidence. We have 
created a reading culture where pupils are, without prompting, making 
connections between different stories and using this to guide them with their 
book selection.  
We know that in order to keep the passion for reading alive, we have to 
continuously invest in stock for our libraries to sustain the interest of the pupils. 
Our awareness of ‘supply and demand’ also means that we now realise that 



 

 
 

having fewer copies of a popular book will lead to a greater suspense for those 
who want to read it! 
We are currently undergoing a refurbishment and so do not have a central 
library at present but this has only made us more creative in utilising break out 
areas as mini libraries. Our next steps is to create a centralised library within the 
school which is very much used by the community as a whole. We envisage 
parents to be a large part of this by leading shared story times for our young 
people. 
Overall, the quality of reading experience has been greatly improved for pupils. 
They are more enthusiastic about reading and more engaged in their responses 
as a result of the varied teaching methods of the staff team. The school was 
named Literacy school of the Year in 2018. 
 Renfrewshire Council (2018) online at 
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/7047/Pioneering-programme-on-
teaching-methods-in-Renfrewshire-has-boosted-pupils-attainment-in-literacy 
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