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Inspiring Readers 

Context  

I am enjoying my second year of teaching at Christ Church Primary School in Ware, 
Hertfordshire. Literature has always been my passion and I gained a first class BA hons in 
English from York University in 1996. I worked in the private sector then retrained as a 
primary teacher with University of Hertfordshire in 2016 following a few years as a Teaching 
Assistant at my children’s school.
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“If teachers had 
only one job to 
do, then it should 
be bestowing the 
gift of reading. 
Without reading, 
a child’s world 
shrinks and 
begins to narrow. 
Opportunities are 
limited, doors 
begin to close 
and self-esteem 
crumbles” 
-Jane Considine, Hooked 
on Books 2017 

Class librarians take pride in keeping our book corner tidy and choosing the books to display.



I was lucky to have been raised in a reading household - the daughter of a school teacher 
and school secretary who both subsequently became librarians. Bedtime stories were part 
of my daily routine as were weekly trips to the library, subscriptions to comics and 
magazines. Words were everywhere in my childhood and it came as a shock to re-enter the 
school system to find that this is not the case for most children (Quigley 2018).


My school setting values reading but does not have a specific Reading for Pleasure focus 
within the School Development Plan. My headteacher recognises my passion for literature 
and has allowed me freedom to explore reading initiatives in my classroom and to 
coordinate several whole school reading projects.


Aims 
I have attended three Reading for Pleasure conferences in the past two years organised by 
the NEU and Reading Rocks and was fortunate enough to hear inspirational presentations 
by leaders in this field including Teresa Cremin, David Waugh, Jane Considine, Ruth Leask 
(Nat Lit Trust), Tim Taylor, Charlotte Hacking (CLPE).
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The beginning of 
my self-
reflective 
journey as a 
reading teacher.  

Pre-course PGCE 
task to create a 
poster of my 
reading journey.



The overriding message I’ve received is that teacher enthusiasm and subject knowledge is 
key to enthusing children as readers. My aim was to raise awareness of new literature and 
kindle (or reignite) this passion in others. There was work to be done in all five categories of 
the OU TaRs findings - particularly 1 and 3.


Outline 
Becoming a reading teacher 



 
I reflected on my own knowledge of children’s 
literature, identified a gap in recent KS2 texts 
and took steps to address it by participating in 
online reading forums including 
#PrimarySchoolBookClub, ReadingRocks and 
Twitter ‘readalongs’.  I met several children’s 
authors, poets and illustrators at reading 
seminars and literary festivals, regularly listen 
to children’s book podcasts (e.g In the Reading 
Corner, Down the Rabbit Hole) and follow 
children’s book awards. Now I am able to make 
bespoke recommendations to individuals which 
encourages pleasure in their reading lives 
(Cremin, T et al, 2014).


 

My reading classroom 
initiatives 

What I’m reading 
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I display my current reading material on my 
classroom door. This serves to:


expose children and teachers to new books


invite ‘book blether’ amongst children and 
teachers as well as with me



Picture Book World Cup 



I run an annual Picture Book World Cup in my classroom (Emmett, J, 2017) selecting sixteen quality 
picture books to play off against each other I read two each day and the class vote in a knockout 
competition. It generates intense excitement around story time and children became very invested 
and passionate. I tracked gender preferences, giving girls and boys different coloured counters. 
Interestingly, results showed that enjoyment of picture books had no obvious gender based trends.
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Timetabled Reading for Pleasure 
I timetable Reading for Pleasure once a week in class and 
fortnightly in the school library. Children may read anything 
including picture books, novels, non-fiction texts, 
newspapers, magazines, joke books, annuals etc.  They 
may sit (or lie) where they wish and read solo or share a 
book with friends. Adopting a more comfortable, relaxed 
approach to reading encourages enjoyment of the activity 
(Cremin et al 2017). 


We talk about what we enjoy reading at home and this 
allows me to stock the classroom with reading material the 
children enjoy.  At the start of the year, a third of my class 
did not read for pleasure outside class at all. Now almost 
all children are able to tell me what they enjoy at home.


Mindfulness Poetry 
Our whole school practises ‘mindfulness’ before the afternoon register. At least once per week I play 
classical music and read a poem aloud while children sit with eyes closed, focusing on mindful 
breathing. I read a poem twice through and then invite children to open their eyes and view the text 
under the visualiser.  We share ‘Tell Me’ responses to the poem (Chambers, 1995) for five or ten 
minutes with a culture of ‘no wrong answers’.  Then children choose their favourite word or phrase to 
answer their name in the afternoon register. It is a very quick, effective and simple exercise, with no 
planning, that exposes children to quality poetry on a regular basis and develops critical skills.


Whole Class Guided Reading 
As a school, most classes undertake the carousel format for guided reading.  With a Year 6 
colleague, I have been trialling Whole Class Guided Reading.  Loosely based on planning from 
‘tweacher’ Ashley Booth @MrBoothY6, I plan a sequence of three lessons per week based on one 
text (rotating fiction, non-fiction and poetry). Lesson one pre-teaches tier two vocabulary (Parsons & 
Branagan 2017) and dictionary skills.  In lesson two, we work on reading fluency and words in 
context using a ‘word detective’ exercise. In the final lesson we focus on comprehension and 
inference. The impact on the performance of less confident readers is particularly noteworthy.

There is generally a clamour to borrow the studied text after the lesson and I set up waiting lists.
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Whole School reading initiatives 

Reading Newsletter 
To raise the profile of reading in school and at home I produce a Reading Newsletter once per half 
term to send home to parents. Feedback from parents has been very positive.  I try to include a 
variety of voices in this newsletter to show children that we are all readers in our school community.
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Lesson 1 - Pre-teach vocabulary Lesson 2 - Words in context



World Poetry Day 
Reflecting on our school as a whole, it was evident that children were exposed to much less poetry 
than other text types.  This can often stem from low teacher confidence and poor knowledge of the 
genre (Joliffe & Waugh 2018).  To raise the profile of poetry I ran whole school projects for National 
Poetry Day.  In 2017, we stripped the displays of our long school central corridor and replaced them 
with plain backing paper.  We wrote a whole school ‘poem on the wall’ with every child adding a line.


In 2018 I created a ‘Poetree’ and invited 
each teacher to gift a favourite poem to 
another class to enjoy.





Recommended Reading Lists 
To encourage children to read widely and 
from varied genres, I created a recommended 
reading list for Years 3 & 4 with a reward for 
every ten books read. It is proving popular 
with parents and children. This has now been 
adopted by all year groups.
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Impact 
By trialling research-based strategies in my classroom, and leading by example, I have shared good 
practice, which other members of staff are adopting, building a whole school ethos of Reading for 
Pleasure. Observations include:


• Increased book talk between pupils and staff

• Improved enjoyment of reading sessions

• Children now say they enjoy and choose to read poetry

• An active reading community

• Cognitive proficiency is improving (fluency and comprehension)


Reflections and Next Steps 
The next step for Christ Church should be to develop a whole school strategy for further developing 
Reading for Pleasure in every classroom. Ideas that have proved successful in one classroom can be 
rolled out school-wide. There is further work to be done in talking to children about their reading 
habits and preferences and in encouraging experienced teachers to turn to newer literature. A school 
survey of children’s reading habits will soon be implemented. The PSA are responsive to reading 
based projects - I would like to see development of outdoor reading areas. With everyone enthused 
together we can make reading irresistible for teachers and pupils at Christ Church.
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