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Context
Elizabeth:
• I am hoping to work within 

Key Stage One, where it is 
really important to begin to 
develop a child’s love for 
reading.

• I also have a deep 
appreciation for picture 
books, and understand that 
adults can love picture books 
just as much as children.

• I am aware of my limited 
knowledge of authors – as 
evidenced by the audit we 
completed at the beginning 
of our Children’s Literature 
course.

• We are 
University of 
Greenwich, 
third year 
primary 

education 
students 

with a focus 
on children’s 

literature.
• Currently in 

university 
prior to 

beginning 
our third 

placement in 
a primary 

school 
setting.

Kathryn:

• I aim to use the knowledge 
that I have gained from 
Children’s Literature to enrich 
my research project where I 
aim to look at the importance 
of reading in the classroom.

• Also as a year three student 
looking to go into Key Stage 
One, there is a lot of emphasis 
put on reading to children, 
therefore having a wide 
variety of books to rely on can 
be helpful for a range of 
situations.



OU Research inspiration 
and rationale
TaRs found that in order to foster reading for pleasure 
effectively, teachers need to develop a considerable 
knowledge of children’s literature and other texts. 

“Teachers gradually started to respond to texts in a more 
aesthetic manner and came to consider how reader 
responses relate to their life experiences, knowledge, culture 
and context (Rosenblatt, 1978). Significantly they began to 
read children’s literature as engaged readers, not just as 
teachers, and their discussions with one another as teachers 
shifted from being about how a book could be used to teach 
specific literacy objectives to focusing upon how it affected 
them as readers. Their widened repertoires increased their 
assurance as teachers.” (The Open University, 2018a)



This is a selection 
of the books that 

we have discovered 
throughout our 

time at the 
University of 
Greenwich.



Aims
– To experience a wider range of 

children’s literature. 

– To understand how to use 
different types of children’s 
literature within the 
classroom, how they can be 
used in different ways and the 
importance of looking at 
children’s literature as more 
than a tool for learning. 

"Knowing more authors has made the 
world of difference to my confidence as a 
teacher, my ability to talk children about 
what they are reading (even if I don’t 
know the actual book, I often know other 
books by that author, and it’s given me a 
platform to talk about what I’ve read, to 
recommend and encouraged me to read 
more". (TaRs teacher, Suffolk)
(The Open University, 2018a)





Impact

– Through doing this course, I have found that my love of 
children’s books has expanded to further than the 
‘standard’ books that are seen all of the time.

– Authors and books that I had not been exposed to are 
ones that now I can imagine using with children in my 
current and future classes and have incorporated into my 
teaching.

– Looking at children’s books and discovering new authors 
is something that this course has given me an interest in 
and I feel that I will take the books into my next school 
and beyond. 

‘Texts themselves play an important role in teaching 
children (and older people too) to be readers, rather 
than merely people who can read.’ (Smith, 2008, p35)



Reflections on impact 
the research had on 
our development

"Whilst many of the Teachers as 
Readers (TaRs) teachers knew 
their children’s reading 
scores/levels, their targets and 
the colour band they were given 
to select books from, many 
readily acknowledged they knew 
little about the children’s 
preferences as readers."
(The Open University, 2018b)

Whilst working as a Teaching Assistant in 
school, I was put in charge of changing over the 
children’s books. I saw it as an admin job, 
finding a book they had not read yet and ticking 
it off on their sheet, it didn’t matter what the 
book was. It wasn’t until I asked one of the 
children in my class (who was reading every 
night) why he wasn’t reading his book. He then 
told me that he did not like the book, so we then 
changed it together. Knowing this now, I want to 
create an environment in the classroom where 
you can openly dislike a book or like it so much 
that you want to take it home to read again.



Reflections on impact 
the research had on 
our development

“In this book, as in many picturebooks, the 
words are few and can be read in a short 
space of time, but the pictures need more 
time and scrutiny if their detail and 
meaning are to be perceived.” 
(Graham, 2005 p210)

Many modern picture books have a 
deeper meaning beyond the text; a 
meaning within the pictures. I have a 
better understanding of how important 
it is to look into the images within a 
book to actually understand what is 
going on, because, without doing so, you 
will often just get a superficial 
understanding of what the book it 
about, rather than what it is actually 
about.
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