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Con t 
We are third year student 

teachers studying BA 
Hons Primary Education 

with QTS at the University 
of Greenwich, London.

�

We have been on two 
professional school 

placements in KS1 and 
KS2 where we have 

been the class 
teacher.

We are keen to study 
Primary English in 
depth to help us 

improve our subject 
and pedagogical 

knowledge further, and 
to transfer this 

knowledge into the 
classroom.



The O  ‘Te c s a  R er ’ Res h
The Open University’s ‘Teachers as Readers’ research demonstrated how 
teachers knowledge of children’s literature is vital in developing children’s 
reading abilities. 



Improving their knowledge of children’s reading practices

The ar  d ve  
t a  f ri   ‘Rf ’ 

pe g  i v s e h :

Developing their knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

Promoting social reading 
environments, independent 
reading, reading aloud and book 
talk

Developing their ability to 
become a reader who teaches

Building interactive 
reading communities 



The O  Chi r ’s Li tu  S ve

Cremin et al. (2008) found that teachers have limited knowledge of children’s 
authors, poets, and picture book authors, and mainly recall ‘celebrity authors’. 

S ...      
 !



The O  Chi r ’s Li tu  S ve
The survey asked us questions about our knowledge of our reading history, 
children’s authors, poets, and types of children’s texts.

We were able to list 6 
‘good’ children’s authors:

1. J.K. Rowling
2. C.S. Lewis
3. Lauren Child
4. Jaqueline Wilson
5. Roald Dahl
6. Neil Gaiman

But, we could not list 6 ‘good’ 
children’s picturebook 
authors:

1. Julia Donaldson
2. Dr Suess
3. Michael Rosen
4. Julie and Alan Ahlberg

And we only listed 3 ‘good’ 
children’s poets:

1. Michael Rosen
2. Ted Hughes
3. Dr Suess

46% of teachers could name 6 
authors - Roald Dahl, Jaqueline 

Wilson and JK Rowling were 
common answers.

Only 10% of teachers could 
name 6 poets, 22% couldn’t 

name any! Common responses 
were Michael Rosen, Alan 

Ahlberg and Spike Milligan.

10% of teachers could name 
6 picturebook authors, 24% 
couldn’t name any! Anthony 
Browne and Quentin Blake 
were popular responses.



The ar  n  h  i d s om 
o r ve  s ed   de p o  
k o l  of l n’s i r u  to 

he  s mo   ‘re g o  p ur  
pe g ’.



Invite your class to set you a reading 
challenge

Another target teachers can set 
themselves in order to develop their 
knowledge is by inviting their class to set 
them a reading challenge. Children can 
pick a genre, author or specific book for 
teachers to read, and teachers can then 
do the same to the children. This allows 
teachers to become more aware of 
authors and books that children are 
interested in.

Picking a number of books based on 
their front cover

By selecting a range of picture books 
based on their front cover will open up 
teachers knowledge of both illustrators 
and authors. Teachers can research the 
author and illustrators alone or as a 
class. This opens up minds to a range of 
authors, which allows you to explore 
other books written by them.

 

3 targets to develop our knowledge of children’s literature.

Book Swapping

Teachers can help each other develop their 
subject knowledge by swapping books.
Book swapping enables teachers to 
recommended books they had read and 
enjoyed to each other. Through these and 
other practices, communities of readers 
develop and teachers learn from each other. 
This allows teachers to broaden their 
knowledge and range of children's books. 

Tar s

We picked this target as we believe it 
allows teachers to be presented with a 
range of different books that they may not 
have come into contact with before.

We picked this target as it allows teachers 
to research different authors which then 
provides them with more books written by 
the same author, which broadens their 
knowledge.

We picked this target as it allows children 
and teachers to come together to discuss 
children’s books. It expands teachers 
knowledge, as well as children’s. 



Im a t  u  t t

Our knowledge of children’s 
authors and poets has increased. 

The catalogue of books/poems we 
could use in the classroom has 

broadened. 

Engaging in social chatter 
(Facebook, WhatsApp) regarding 

children’s literature.  

 
Enjoyment for reading has 

increased. 

We can use texts as a means of 
tackling issues.

 Increased confidence in reading a 
variety of texts to students. 

 
Promote a positive outlook on 

reading a variety of books, be it 
picture books, non-fiction, authors 

of BME background. 

Challenges stereotypes. 



E  f   

Analysis of author and text

Catalogue of books and 
poems 

Expanding of our knowledge 
of children’s literature in 
university seminar



Evidence of expanding knowledge 
of children’s literature authors - 
David Almond

Evidence of expanding knowledge of children’s 
literature authors - Colin Thompson


