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Context

– We are third year Primary Education BA (hons) 
students at the University of Greenwich 
exploring children’s literature and reading for 
pleasure. 



Context

One of us has continued her childhood love of 
reading into adulthood ……. 



Context

………whereas the other was never an enthusiastic reader. 

However, we both realized that our knowledge was lacking in 
respect of post-modern picture books and poetry.



OUResearch inspiration and 
rationale

The insight from the Teachers as Readers survey 
(TaRs) that has inspired us is the finding that in order 
to foster reading for pleasure effectively, teachers 
need to develop: 

– considerable knowledge of children’s literature and 
other texts



Aims

– Our aims was to develop our own knowledge of children’s 
literature because we wanted to increase the range of post-
modern and less popular books we know, as well as 
increasing our knowledge of children’s authors. As a result 
of achieving this aim, we hope to provide and rich and 
varied reading environment in our classrooms and build a 
community of readers.



Outline: getting to know more 
books and authors

– At the beginning of the course, our group was told to choose and read a 
book by David Almond and to share our responses on the Reading for 
Pleasure Facebook page.

– Following this, we shared our opinions with others who had chosen the 
same book and created a poster showing our reflections.

– In another sessions, groups investigated different authors of picture 
books. Our group made a poster based on a collection of books by our 
chosen author, Shaun Tan and additional contextual information.

– Subsequently, we visited the Centre for Learning in Primary Education 
(CLPE), where we took part in a workshop on how to use poetry in the 
classroom. We also explored the Centre’s library.



Here are some images from the activities we have taken part in….







Mapping Text Potential

– This supported us to identify possible pathways related to 
the text which we initially found to be a difficult task

– In terms of the research, mapping the potential of different 
children’s / picture books allowed us to expand our 
knowledge of children’s authors

– Identify multi-layered texts that inspire and enrich literary 
experiences



Mapping Text Potential



Reading Tree

– This is an example of my own reading knowledge and 
practise – using this, as well as my updated knowledge of 
different literature, I can support children in their own 
reading practises and foster a community of readers 
through encouraging dialogue and sharing of different 
books. This activity relates to our aim to develop:

– considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

It also gives some insight into children’s reading practices.



Reading Tree



Impact

– By tracking our own reading journeys, we gained insight 
into the different reading journeys our children go on, 
especially since we came from two different perspectives

– Features from mapping text potential can be used in a 
cross curricular way

– At CLPE, we were all able to access the same activity, yet 
express our individuality by choosing our own poem based 
on preference



Literature Knowledge Survey before
This is the results taken from one of our group members’ initial 
surveys demonstrating lacking knowledge



Literature Knowledge Survey after
This is the same group member’s survey, done again later in the 
year, demonstrating  improved knowledge.



Reflections on impact the 
Teachers as Readers research had 
on practice

We knew that our knowledge of children’s literature was lacking in 
some areas, however since undertaking this project we have gained 
a greater understanding of the importance and benefits to having a 
wider knowledge of children’s literature and texts

As a result, when we go onto our teaching practice, we will come 
from a better informed perspective than before and will aim to build 
a community of readers both inside and outside the classroom 
based on shared dialogue with the children, other teachers and 
parents – bringing the wider community into the classroom
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