
 

 
 

Share a Picture                                  Sarah Izon              

Context 
I work in a 3 form entry primary school (Nursery to Y6) in 
Manchester. We have 29% FSM, 67% EAL learners and a number 
of different languages are spoken in school and in children’s 
homes. As a school, we had a focus on improving reading for 
pleasure and reading comprehension. Whilst we previously had 

Book Weeks, we never celebrated World Book Day on the actual day and I wanted 
to join in with the countrywide celebration of reading with minimal impact to 
teachers’ workload.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
I attended the first Reading Rocks day in 2016 and was inspired by Mathew Tobin 
(@Mat_at_Brookes) and his love of picture books. He talked about the depth of 
comprehension that can be achieved by analysing picture books and the 
placement of the pictures on the page. I also looked at his padlet 
(https://padlet.com/p0077346/PictureBookPlan) which includes a range of picture 
books and how they can be used through the curriculum. 
 
In my school, there are numerous languages spoken and I wanted to find a way to 
unite everyone without language being a barrier. From this, I knew that I wanted 
to use a picture book throughout school on World Book Day with all 700+ children 
from nursery to Y6.  
 
I also wanted to link this to the Reading for Pleasure aim – Reading Communities. 
After reading around this aim on the RfP website it was this outcome from the 
research that really highlighted the importance of Reading Communities: Where 
shared understandings were established about the changing nature of reading and 
the value of everyday reading practices, these supported children’s RfP. 
These reading communities generated new kinds of talk about reading, both with 
and amongst children (Cremin et al., 2014).   
 
Aims  

The main aim was to create a Reading Community in school. I wanted all children 
to be able to talk to siblings, cousins, parents, aunties and uncles about the same 
shared experience of reading a story. I hoped that by everyone using the same 
story, book conversations would make it into their homes once school was over.  

Another aim was to create a buzz around reading in school and to join in with the 
National World Book Day.  

https://padlet.com/p0077346/PictureBookPlan


 

 
 

Outline 
Firstly, I contacted Mathew Tobin on Twitter for some advice on book choice. I 
decided to use his recommendation – Journey by Aaron Becker.  

 

I ordered 30 copies, one for each class and a few extra for small group work. Then 
I led a staff meeting where I outlined my vision for a whole school reading 
community and once colleagues had seen the book I had chosen, any doubts on 
Nursery and Y6 using the same book had gone. Everyone was enthusiastic and 
used the time to plan activities for the day. I then scanned in all their ideas to 
share across the school.  

In the week leading to World Book Day, I wrapped up each book in purple paper 
and purchased a red glow stick bracelet for every child to take home with them at 
the end of the day. 

 

For those who don’t know the story, red and purple are prominent colours. Staff, 
who are normally reluctant to dress up, were more than happy to wear either red 
or purple on World Book Day. 

I also cut out images from the book and placed these around school so children 
would see them in the morning as they entered school. I wanted the questions 
and intrigue to start straight away. 



 

 
 

                

 

Impact 
The impact on the day was brilliant for the children and the adults in school. 
Because everyone had that shared experience, adults were able to engage with 
children from different classes and year groups. Teachers commented on how, 
during break and lunchtime, the children were talking about the book and the 
activities they’d been doing.  

As there were about 10 images around the school, the nursery children went on a 
hunt around school for these and ‘popped’ into other classes to share what they 
had discovered. 

Some of the older children started to spot the red and purple outfits from staff 
and make the links to the book.  

The day helped to create a shared language among our school and it then led on 
to a shared whole school display which was full of children’s work.  

Here is an example of some of the work the children did in lessons. 
(Unfortunately, I cannot find pictures of the beautiful display as they were on an 
old iPad ) 

 
 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 
This project has not just changed my approach and understanding of pictures 
book but of my colleagues too. Picture books and just pictures in some cases, are 
more widely utilised throughout school to develop the comprehension and 
understanding of the children. Removing the words has enabled all children to 
access the reading comprehension lesson so, when they have learnt to decode, 
they have all the understanding ready to apply so they can make meaning of the 
words as well as the pictures. We have begun to build our community of readers 
though developing this whole school ‘book in common’. 

 


