
 

 
 

 

                                                                     Sophie Batcock           
My Reading for Pleasure Journey 

Context  

I have just started my third and final 

year of the BEd Primary Education at the University of Hertfordshire. 

When I began my course, my knowledge about children’s literature was 

limited. I realised that I needed to develop my knowledge in order to 

provide children with recommendations and develop their own love for 

reading. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
o When I first came to University I thought that my knowledge of 

children’s literature was good, however within the first couple of 

weeks I came to realise that my knowledge was limited to what I 

was exposed to at home and in school. Cremin et al. (2014) 

suggests that teachers have a set amount of literature knowledge 

and they are not exposing children to newer texts.  

o This made me realise that I needed to develop my knowledge on 

up-to-date books, so I could use current books in lessons and 

recommend to children.  

o Therefore, I wanted to advance my knowledge of fiction and non-

fiction books that I can recommend to children in my classroom that 

are not from when I was at school.  

o Throughout the couple of years at University the tutors expressed 

the importance of widening your subject knowledge on literature 

and this has driven me to read more books that are out of my 

comfort zone to help to widen my knowledge of books. 

 
 



 

 
 

Aims  

• To develop my own knowledge on children’s books/authors and 

build up a bank of diverse books that can be recommended to all 

children.  

• To improve the books that are used within the classroom so that 

children are engaged with the learning.  

Outline 
o To begin my journey of developing 

my knowledge of children’s books, I 

decided that I needed to widen my 

sources of websites that 

recommend books. Therefore, I 

started to sign up to newsletters 

and websites that recommended books and took part in book 

awards. This allowed me to keep up to date with new and upcoming 

books and gave me an opportunity to acquire a wide knowledge of 

books that I would be able to use within the classroom. I came 

across a website- http://www.fcbg.org.uk/childrens-book-award/ - 

which is an award website that solely uses children to pick the 

books. This website gives an insight in what books children enjoy in 

the classroom and at home, therefore, allowing me to use these 

books within a placement classroom.  

o It was during my second-year placement, that I began to develop 

my knowledge of the books that children enjoyed and increase my 

own bank of children’s picture books that I would use in my 

classroom.  

o Throughout my placement, children would introduce me to books 

that I have not come across and recommend books to read within 

the classroom that they would enjoy. This allowed children to feel 

involved and made them excited to read to be able to recommend 

more books.  

http://www.fcbg.org.uk/childrens-book-award/


 

 
 

o Due to the number of teachers available at my placement, they 

would recommend and suggest books that I had not heard of 

beforehand, which I could then use in my classroom.  

Impact 
o Going on this journey to develop my knowledge on literature has 

allowed me to increase my awareness of picture, fiction and non-

fiction books, which will affect my future practice. Finding out about 

popular, new books and using other teachers experience has 

allowed me to develop my confidence in literacy and how I can use 

books within the classroom.  

o Allowing me to use my new-found knowledge in my second-year 

placement, encouraged children to start reading for pleasure and 

enjoy story time. Children were excited to learn about a new book 

that they may not have heard about before and went away and 

expressed that they enjoyed learning about multiple different books, 

rather than re-reading books they have already experienced.  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 
The TaRs research has allowed me to develop my knowledge on the 

various books that can be used throughout school. As I go into my final 

placement I will use what I have learnt to expose the children to multiple 

texts and genres to explore their love of reading. As I go into my final year 

I would like to continue my journey on developing my knowledge so that I 

have a widespread of books that I can use in my placement and future 

classroom.  

 


