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CONTEXT

 A Year 3 class in a medium-large school 
in Cambridgeshire. 

 As a school, we have role-play areas in 
all classrooms which change every half 
term depending on the topic. The role 
play areas in this project are from our 
half term of ’Chocolate’ in which our 
core text was Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.

 These role-play areas work fantastically 
to inspire children to read and engage 
with their topic.



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION 
AND RATIONALE

 I wanted to create a “reciprocal community” (Cremin et al. 2014) 
of reading in creating a space in which the children could really 
delve into a topic! Inspired by the OU’s Teachers as Readers(TaR) 
research, I wanted to develop strategies to enhance our social 
reading environment to become even more interactive.

 Our role play area is in the corner of our classroom and has our book 
shelves within it. I hoped to use strategies within this exciting space so 
that children could go to read and also engage in our topic through 
high quality talk. 



AIMS

 Dialogue in the classroom is a particular interest of mine, and with the 
Teachers as Readers’ aim of reciprocal reading communities in mind, I 
wanted to find methods to encourage high quality talk in our role play 
area. 

 I felt that although the children loved using the existing role play area, 
many children (particularly those with EAL) struggled to structure their 
play and ‘become’ the character they wanted to act. I wanted to find 
ways of enabling children to adopt new roles.

 I wanted to find a way to help structure the children’s play in a way that 
did not intrude with their natural creativity. 



OUTLINE
The two main strategies I used were…

1) SENTENCE STEMS

Designed to foster greater confidence in 
speaking and providing an effective model 
for talk (EEF, June 2015)

I like how the mirror encourages 
children to position themselves as the 
character! The children love using the 
mirror and it can be easily adapted for 
other topics.

2) STEPPING INTO CHARACTER



IMPACT

 My teaching assistant and I observed children as 
they independently took on the roles of a variety 
of characters.

 I also overheard children using the ‘sentence 
stems’ in their role play.

 The structure of the 
sentence stems 
encouraged  
conversational 
turn-taking–
identified in Neil 
Mercer’s research 
as a feature of high 
quality talk.



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE 
TEACHERS AS READERS RESEARCH 
HAD ON PRACTICE

 I plan to use these new strategies in the role play area for our new 
‘theme’, after half term. It has been so valuable to see how role play 
areas can immerse children in their topic and create an enjoyment 
for learning! The children love using our social reading space. I hope 
to add even more elements to encourage high quality talk in this 
area as we go on. 

 Reflecting on the TaR research has made me consider how and 
when I use this role play area and how valuable this experience is for 
the children. I now intend to explicitly plan to use it as part of our daily 
routine. 
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