
Reading to Each Other
Leanne Richmond



Context

• Wayfield Primary School is one-form entry school, from 
Nursery to Year 6. There are currently 262 children on roll.

• The school is situated in Chatham, Medway and is part of 
Primary First Trust Academy.

• I am the English Leader and Year 6 Teacher and am 
passionate about reading. I believe that reading is an 
essential skill, but is most importantly something that 
allows our imaginations to grow and come alive.



OU Research 
inspiration and 
rationale

• The Teachers as Readers project found that 
developing a reading for pleasure pedagogy, 
which included four key areas (reading aloud, 
informal booktalk, independent reading time 
and social reading environments), had a 
positive impact on children’s attitudes and 
attainment in regards to reading (Cremin et 
al., 2014).

• Reading aloud was found to play a key role in 
developing reading for pleasure. It relied 
upon teacher’s developing their knowledge 
of children’s literature. The strategy also 
allowed children to:

• ‘access rich and challenging texts’
• developed children’s ‘engagement’
• have ‘a class repertoire of ‘texts in 

common’



OU Research inspiration and rationale

• My research also identified that ‘expressive reading 
aloud conditions a child’s brain to associate reading 
with pleasure, creates background knowledge and 
provides a reading role-model’ (Safford in Cremin et al, 
2014).

• Reading aloud also enables children to listen to texts 
without the ‘fear of failure’ with regards to their reading 
ability.

• Having texts read aloud to them, enables children to 
process challenging texts and vocabulary.

• Reading short extracts of books was found to 
encourage children to expand their reading repertoire.



Aims

• The overall aim of this project was to 
encourage the children to become 
independent, confident readers, who 
enjoy reading and speak enthusiastically 
about reading.

• I wanted to enable the children to enjoy 
the feeling of hearing texts read to 
them, allowing them to enjoy a wide 
variety of high quality texts.

• I also wanted to provide the children 
with a wide range of good reading role 
models, who could demonstrate an 
enthusiasm towards reading.



• As a staff, we discussed what RfP meant. What did it ‘look’ like 
and what could we do to develop this across our school.

• We began by identifying why reading aloud is essential and is 
something that should happen every day.

• Staff set aside a specific time in the day to read aloud to their 
class, ensuring that this was a dedicated time.

• When choosing texts to share, staff investigated new and 
exciting texts, choosing high quality texts, from picture books, 
to fiction books, poetry etc.

• Up-to-date, exciting texts were also provided in order to 
enthuse children and develop their passion for books.

Outline



Impact
• Having invested our time in developing the skill of reading aloud 

across the school, we have found a significant and noticeable 
improvement in the children’s attitude towards reading.  When 
discussing reading, children across the school speak with a new found 
confidence and passion for reading.  They are eager to tell you about 
what they are reading in class, as well as regaling people with reasons 
why they love the books that are being read.

• In many instances, once a book had been read aloud with a class, 
many children would be asking to borrow the book, taking it home to 
re-read and enjoy again (one such example being a child in Y6 
enthusiastically asking to borrow Clockwork in order to enjoy it again).

• Children are reading books with enthusiasm and are eager to borrow 
new and up-to-date texts, sometimes creating a queue of children 
waiting for certain texts (such as Wonder).



Impact

• Children are eager to share their books with others (both adults and 
children).  They confidently begin discussions about books and will 
discuss their favourites and reasons for these choices.

• During reading sessions, it has also become clear that children across 
the school have been developing their own confidence and ability to 
read aloud, reading with greater confidence, fluency and expression 
(developing the skills used by a range of reading role models).

• We have not only seen a significant change in children’s attitudes 
towards reading, but there has also been a significant improvement in 
the progress that they have made in reading, with children 
demonstrating greater comprehension skills and greater confidence 
when sharing and discussing new texts.



Impact

• Children have reacted positively to adults reading aloud 
within class.  The children have identified how it has 
enabled them to access a range of exciting, high quality 
texts, with the stress of having to worry about decoding 
unknown words.

• At the beginning of this project only 71% of children 
believed their teacher loves reading.  Having been asked 
again, over 95% of children believe their teacher loves 
reading.



Impact



What the children say

• “…because it inspires me.”  
• “I love it because it’s funny.”  
• “…because you get to imagine the pictures.”  
• “I love the expression and the voices…does.”  
• “I love it because I like the stories she reads.” 
• “I love it because my teacher always creates 

suspense.” 
• I enjoy my teacher reading:

• “because it is exciting and fun”
• “because I get to understand what she is reading”
• “because you understand more”



What the children say

• “I love it because it helps me not to get stuck.”  
• “I love it because we can understand more.”  
• “I love it because it helps with my vocabulary.”  
• “I love it because I like the way she expresses herself.”  
• “It’s nice to get a book read to you so you can picture the 

description better.”  



What the teachers say

• “When children read out loud, they are reading with more 
expression.  They can tell when someone is speaking.” Year 4

• “There has been a huge impact on children’s ability to retell 
stories during imaginative play, so that they are digesting story 
language at a great rate to enhance play.”  Reception

• “Children of a younger reading age are able to access texts 
and authors beyond their reading age.  They are more 
confident when talking about fiction and non-fiction, 
discussing the language and format of books.  They can now 
use the language of books.”



Reflections on impact the TaRs 
research had on practice

• It is clear that utilising the skill of reading aloud has 
had a significant impact on raising the profile of 
reading across our school.  The strategies suggested 
by the TaRs project have positively impacted the 
practice of adults within the classrooms.  

• Adults across the school, both classroom teachers 
and support staff demonstrate confidence when 
reading aloud to children.  

• They have become excellent reading role models, 
demonstrating:
• enthusiasm and passion for reading
• expression and the reading skills needed to hook 

a listener, developing suspense and emotions
• fluency and accuracy



Reflections on impact the TaRs 
research had on practice

• Our understanding of children’s literature has also 
significantly improved, allowing us to be able to choose 
books that would appeal to and enthuse our students, 
as well as becoming confident at recommending books 
to children based on what they currently enjoy.

• As a staff, we have had to develop our knowledge of 
children’s literature, becoming more aware of new, high 
quality texts and are able to share extracts in order to 
develop a passion for reading within our pupils.



Reflections on impact the TaRs 
research had on practice

• Next year, an area for further development will be on 
ensuring that children in all classes have the 
opportunity of having a say in what is read aloud to the 
class.  The aim is to provide children with a selection of 
books which they can vote for. 

• We now look forward to developing the use of reading 
aloud further, with the aim of children reading aloud to 
others across the school and developing our reading 
community further.

• We will also focus on ensuring that a wide range of 
quality genres are shared during read aloud sessions, 
allowing children to experience a wide range of fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry books.
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