
Reading spaces and knowing our 
readers

by Sue Finch



Context

• Mayplace Primary School
• Age: 3-11 years
• 472 pupils
The school is one of 8 schools that make part of The 
Primary First Trust
It is an expanding two form entry, growing to a three 
form Reception class September 2018



OU Research inspiration and rationale

The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research project 
revealed that creating an inviting environment 
for reading helps to promote reading and 
encourages communities of readers (Cremin et 
al., 2014).

It also showed that to foster RfP teachers need 
to know their readers.



Aims
1. Actively encourage a love of 

reading and promote reading of a 
wide range of books

2. Develop engaging reading 
displays and reading corners

3. Enable children to reflect upon 
themselves as readers

• We focus on 2 and 3 in turn to 
develop 1!



We were lucky 
enough to receive 

£50 from the PTA to 
revamp our book 

corners.



We used the 
money to spruce 
up our reading 

areas.



The areas are now 
inviting for the 

children to want to go 
into to read!



Reading my 
own book in the 

wigwam!



Some classroom doors also had a 
make over:



Along with some corridor displays



• We revamped book corners to create vibrant 
reading environments

• We launched a RfP ‘campaign’ – creating a 
“We love reading” ethos across the school

• All children were invited to complete a 
Reading River, a photograph of 
themselves with their favourite book 
or a photograph of where they like to 
read…

Outline







A 3D Reading River!



Wow! We 
do read a 
lot in a 
school 

holiday!



Reading in 
bed is my 
favourite!



Our favourite 
books!



Basically, I like to read ANYWHERE!



Also a Mystery 
Reader campaign was 

developed
• Fabulous 

campaign 
from our 
Schools 
Direct 
student!



Year 1 – Mystery Reader
The readers and their choice of books
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Head

Teacher
Local 
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Fire 

Fighter



Impact: More of the children, as 
noted in their final surveys enjoy 

reading!



Impact
Teachers filled in the TaRs survey about reading 
which highlighted that they don't read aloud to their class 
as often as they would like.
Some classes made this a priority and it had consequences:



The Future?

• Continue to invite members of the 
community in to read to children

• Teachers to read aloud regularly
• Continue with the love of reading 

ethos
• Continue with paired reading
• Each class to visit the local library



The Future?
• Continue to ask parents for donations 

for “decent” books for reading areas



• Set up Reading Group with the local Care Home

The Future?
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