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Context

• Wayfield Primary School is one-form entry school, 
from Nursery to Year 6. There are currently 262 
children on roll.

• The school is situated in Chatham, Medway and is 
part of Primary First Trust Academy.

• I am the English Leader and Year 6 Teacher and am 
passionate about reading. I believe that reading is 
an essential skill, but is most importantly something 
that allows our imaginations to grow and come 
alive.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

• The Teachers as Readers: Building 
Communities of Readers project found that 
providing time for children to ‘read and talk about 
their reading was central to building rich reading 
communities’.

• Providing independent reading time, allowed 
children to develop ‘stamina for reading’, 
developing their desire to read as well as 
improving the ‘skill’ of reading.

• The research (Cremin et al., 2014) found that 
provision of time for independent reading, 
motivates children and encourages them to talk 
about what they are reading.



Aims

• To develop independent reading time to 
encourage the children to become enthusiastic 
readers who are excited to discuss what they 
are reading.

• To enable children to become confident 
readers who are willing to expand their reading 
choices, exploring new and high quality texts.

• To encourage them to talk to others about 
what they are reading, and share 
recommendations.



• As part of our aim was to raise the profile of 
reading across the school, we decorated our 
classroom doors as the cover of our class 
book.

• Up-to-date, exciting texts were provided in order 
to enthuse children and develop their passion for 
books.

• Time was set aside for a daily reading for 
pleasure session in Upper KS2 giving 
them dedicated time to just enjoy their reading 
without interruptions. Some chose to discuss and 
share what they were reading. It was not silent.

Outline





Impact

• Children ask to have time to read now, something 
which wouldn’t have happened in the past.

• It is now a common sight to find children choosing to 
take their books outside onto the playground. They 
are eager to read and sometimes ‘just can’t put the 
book down’.

• Children speak confidently and enthusiastically 
about what they are reading, whether it be First News, 
non-fiction texts, poetry or stories. They can be 
frequently heard on the playground discussing the 
books that they are reading, sharing opinions and 
recommendations with each other.

• Children and adults now share their thoughts, opinions 
and predictions about stories, as well as making links 
with books that they have previously read. 



Impact
• Through the development of time for independent 

reading and the opportunity to discuss their likes and 
dislikes, I have found that the children demonstrate an 
overall positive attitude towards reading across the 
curriculum.

• Children who now aim to widen their text choices,
moving to exploring new genres and a wide range of 
high quality texts.

• Our most recent reading survey demonstrated that 
children have a greater passion for reading, with 95% 
of children enjoying reading (increasing from 71%).

• Through the development of RfP, we have also seen a 
significant improvement in the children’s abilities to 
comprehend more complex texts, confidently sharing 
their thoughts, ideas and opinions.



What the children say
• “We can have a chance to read different types of 

books.”  (Y6)

• “Reading gives you ideas to write in your stories.”  
(Y1)

• “It’s better when people aren’t talking because I can 
concentrate.”  (Y4)

• “I just like reading because it’s really easy to 
imagine it…you can go into your own world (my 
imagination world).”  (Y6)

• “The children are keen to read now and they have 
ownership over their reading.”  Y4 Teacher



Reflections on impact the TaRs 
research had on practice

• Having used strategies identified by TaRs, I believe that they 
have made a significant impact on developing a reading 
community with our classrooms and school.

• Developing independent reading within KS2 has allowed us to 
raise the profile of reading for pleasure, as the children now 
have a dedicated time to just enjoy books, whether they 
choose to read to themselves or share with others.

• Choosing to focus on independent reading has also allowed 
us to develop our understanding of high quality children’s text, 
in order to ensure that there are quality texts available to 
enthuse the children.

• Our next step will be ensuring that both adults and children 
use this time to read for pleasure, helping to reinforce how 
enjoyable reading is for everyone.
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